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§ °E UNITED STATES
% £ NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
Lo £ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-001

April 29, 2010

Ms. Lauren Richardson
40 Waterside Plaza, Apt 4M
New York, NY 10010

Dear Ms. Richardson;

Thank you for your letter to President Obama regarding the licensing of nuclear power plants. |
deeply apologize for the extreme delay in responding, as your letter was routed through several
layers of government before it reached my desk.

The Nuciear Regulatory Commission takes very seriously its mission to protect public health
and safety when licensing the civilian use of radioactive materials, such as the uranium fuel at
nuclear power plants.

The NRC only reviews applications to renew a nuclear power plant’s operating license if the
application meets our standards for providing relevant information. The NRC did refuse to
review one application until the plant completely re-did its work. If the agency accepts an
application, we also regularly ask a great many guestions to ensure we have the information we
need fo determine whether the plant deserves a renewed license. If an applicant successfully
answers the NRC'’s questions, the agency is legally required to issue the renewed license.

A nuclear power plant must continue to meet the NRC’s requirements whether or not it has a
renewed license, so it must inspect, maintain and repair its systems regularly. When the NRC
considers a renewed license, we check the plant’s ability to deal with the effects of aging on its
systems. We will only issue a renewed license if we are convinced the plant can keep its
systems operating safely.

Please feel free to contact me at scott.burneli@nrc.gov if you have any further questions.
Sincerely,

Scott Burnell
Public Affairs Officer
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Lauren"Richardson
40 waterside plaza apt 4m
p{ew York, NY 10010

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

May 21, 2009

Dear President Barack Obama, .

The reason that I am writing this letter is to address the fact that our nuclear power plants jare getting
licenses that sometimes have not even been fully checked overito their fullest extent. \

\\
The fact that over the past years since nuclear power plants were m@ﬁted did the NRC deny one of the
plants. For this I feel that this tells me that the NRC is not doing the best job they can to make sure that
these radioactive plants are working safely. These plants may seemed safe, though If there were to be one
leak or major shutdown in the power plant that could have had been catastrophic.

e

See here’s the predicament; if we keep on renewing these power plants licenses without fully checking all
of the pipes and valves there is absolutely no reason to let them keep working as is. I do not feel secure if I
am not positive that the NRC has fully and completely checked over the nuclear power plants of the USA. In
doing this I think this requires that maybe you higher the standards of a nuclear power plant, because if
these requirements are raised maybe we would feel safer and have less accidents like the one that occurred
just a few weeks ago at the Indian point plant in New York.

I know that this did not happen but what if the Indian Point Power Plant was to over heat and it melted
into the earth? Then it would have probably have contaminated our water supply let alone kill most of us in
the surrounding area from the radiation. Even though nuclear power plants may be fast and efficient they
can pollute with the nudlear radioactive waste. So why don't we just use wind or water energy! There was
even a suggestion from another student (Raphael) in my class to use cars on the high way to tum a
turbine.

So I know you have a lot on your plate right now but please take this into consideration. We need the NRC
to look and be more careful on their nuclear power inspections.

Thank you,

Lauren Richardson



Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

February 25, 2010

Mrs. Annette Vietti-Cook
Secretary of the Commission
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, Maryland 20852-2738

Dear Mrs. Vietti-Cook:

Because the subject of the attached letter does not fall within the purview of the
Department of Energy, we are forwarding the letter to your agency for response.

If you have any questions, please call me at (202) 586-8923.

Sincerely,

renda L. Mackall MM

Work Group Leader
] Correspondence and Records
Management
Office of the Executive Secretariat

Enclosures

cc: The White House [

@ Printed with soy ink on recycled paper
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