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‘From - "Brown, Michae! -

Sent:. - - Monday, November 23 2009929 AM
To: . -~ . . Barber, Scott; Bellamy, Ronald:
- Cer - w " Brand, Javier; Kem, David;, Spindler, David -
Subject i ) ‘Morning Cail notes affectmg Branch 6:TMI Contamrnatron event

'at I heard on the Mormng call today regardrng TMI's: Contammatron event. Please take a look at it -
i |s;correct feel free to correct as- fiecessary. The first part is just the EN that was issued. and the-
2nd ls what l heard on'the Morning call

_EN. 45514 TMI . RADIATION RELEASE IN: CONTAINMENT ASSOCIATED WITH STEAM GENERATOR
REMOVAL R

_ orfvvhlch a press release has been made The press v
). 'ade follo_wmg the event of potentlal pubhc mterest notifications. This report i is.being made under
"75(b)(2) C

: "At apprOX|mately 16 OO ‘on Saturday November 21 12009, low-levels of radiation activity were measured on
. radratron‘ monitors rnstatted inthe TMI-1 reactor burldmg Personnel were directed to immediately leave the

S 'reacto ’burld g antil the source of the activity’ could be'identified. Surveys directly outside of the reactor

' ' ction opening indicated‘a. sllght increase:in activity. Levels have returned to normal. No
|dent|f|ed outside.of the' reactor burldlng Approxrmately 150 workers were monitored for
e,radlatlon activity: No worker approached or exceeded any exposure-limits. The sources of the.
. are.believed to be ,

from malntenance tasks related to cutting lines-i in: preparatlon for removal of the 'B' Steam Generator."

E The I|censee -is-still |nvest|gat|ng the cause of the.event but indicated that the radiation. release is no longer in
© progress.. Contalnment Ventilation is: estabhshed to provide an inflow into containment to the extent possible
3(consrder|ng the openlngs in containment).

: The Ilcensee contacted state and local authontles and the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency
(PEMA) The licensee notified the NRC ReS|dent Inspector The licensee has also issued a press release.

Regﬂ ionllfM‘orning“Call Notes:

EN 45514 TMI - RADIATION RELEASE IN CONTAINMENT ASSOCIATED WITH STEAM GENERATOR
REMOVAL -
Approxrmately at.4-PM‘Saturday 11/21 TMI. had an. event involving loss of contamination control inside -

o contalnment :At'the time the reactor was: defueled with a hole cut in‘the containment wall t6. support the’
.(:'vo‘n oin %SG;replacement outage The llcensee rs not sure at this’ trme what actrwty msrde contalnment led to-

‘".detallednmomtonng based on nasal smears a
; potentralty rece|ved doses greater than 10 m‘

‘been restored:to_-pre"event Ievels and cleanup‘ of contarnment surfaces |s in progress The tarp that was o
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covering-the containment opening was contammated on its inside surface and is in the process of being
replaced

At the tlme of the event there was a. sllght posrtlve pressure in containment. This condjtion has been corrected
and; there is now a slight negative pressure in containment. The licensee has performed a release calculation
for the penod of time where the containment was at positive pressure and determined the maximum release

-was 0.04. mr. The quarterly limit for a release allowed by their ODCM is 7.5 mr. Therefore, this release is less
than 1% of the quarterly limit.

The"A".SG, which was in the process of being lifted when this event occurred, is still hanging vertically inside
containment. Itis being deconned/encapsulated and the licensee hopes to down-end it today onto the transfer
mechanism that will eventually move it out through the SG opening. The downending process will end up with
part of the SG poklng out the hole in the containment wall.

. This: event has generated a significant amount of media interest. Regional OPA and state liason officers have

: taken inquiries from multiple radio, print media and TV stations. They performed a press rélease at TMi at 2
pm-on Sunday.

. The PA governors office has been notified and they understand this is a.low level event. They have some
concerns-about notification timeliness. The state was notified about 9:30 pm on Saturday-(event time was 4
pm): Based ‘onthe PA state notification, an event report was filed with the HOO (event. number 45514). This

- eventwas. far below levéls that would warrant an unusual event declaration.

TMI stlll has not determlned the root cause for the event.

- The Reglon dlspatched 2 inspectors to the site on Sunday. In addition, the Resident inpector and one other

'mspector responded to.the site for additional coverage. A Manual Chapter 0309 evaluation has performed and
no reactrve inspection is warranted at this time.

The Region is closely,following the licensee’s response and will be evaluating their root cause determination
once it is'issued.

Your help in this-matter is appreciated. -2 Questions - Where is Dave Kern and why did Dave Sprndler respond
(I thought he-is BV's resident and going. to be the SRl at VYY)

Thanks,
Mike

Mike Brown
Reactor Systems Engineer
‘NRR/DIRS/IOEB
. email ~michael. brown@nrc gov
* phone~301-415-4096
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