
RIdiat.Lon Prot-actiozi seetiou

Marfth 5, 1979

r.James 3M RoselJ
Attomay at Law

And Devalopment Corporation,
.1776' lintano Road, N.W.
Albuquierque, lNew Mexico 67197

Dear M4r. Rosae:

I: Wish to tialk you and your organization for the February 12, 1979
slttaW~oit. Thai discussioa and tour of surface facilities waB very
4formativea. Af ter revieving the data provided to me during my visit
and the past data your organizatiou had submitted I am concerned about

(A the folloawing axeaa of your licensed operatiou:

a. Complying 'with JUcense cond~ationa
b. Radat~loi protec~tion of your employees
c. Saxspling/mzu~rezmaant nq

I wIlI. briafly state --.y concernis in the followixig p~iragtaphs antd
summarize a racoewemided course of action for you to coasider,.

a. -Ufense condition 9..k. Thisi condi-.cou ariuhorlizes the use of
-.xvaiumw mill tailing~ ..roae sands)a ~nae backfil on an
oivizat1ioaal teSt ba3Si at !,aominal rate at S,000O tons per
ýwta Septemabr, "Joveaiber and Decenber bac!ýfl.ting operations

0ndL,780~ ,80an 9P, 2J --ons respectivaly wh~icha are somew'hat
a:tass of tho nomU~cal, va1l"d

1* Lcense condition D.A. -1his condition requiLes radon, taeaur~zen'i-.s
W4-A t be North and Souii ve.3 and ta±~in i. -a o!ading/storage areat.
coSiace the Imit~iaJ r~adon a u;nntaitiIae beiore th~e tailiun;
95 ~~trawfer opex-aton was iv,-ted were accom~plished with. ma3,fuzztiact-3t

equipn=ent (discovered later),* there are ua backcgroudf/pre -p aat -3.ai
data for co~pariaon. IBarly measurementsi in 1977 were also suspect,
for the'samei reason and new equipment 'was received in Harch 1978.
Therefore, measurameats of radou since April 1978 should be repre-

- sizatativa of radon laveal for back.filling, but will not enzble a

determination of th 12crement due to FaLfli~ rom~ &pzil 19781
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.1)73 (1400 iO1 and 2, 12CC) J1, 00~),. No m~s.ruet of anv_
t,-:-:) have b~ee raported fý)r stope 013, r,'! -~ aad* )O012
and 004 Vhiilh are 3r.owa on the. oandf2U.lQ; seq' eca cliart
't;orldn- level mealja~Uteu~ts at VU-11 Z~n2~CczOO6ar 1973 izar-

c~Uas 4-41. ~the 7.a -222 dacn aper ý;`4-alficaiis at'
$ ,nd 23, 197,11"

e. 0 o !.itOU 17. -4123 0.a of7 iM~ Lr,! to b
a ecIsly aý: ?O-qiibl. ta 1-: xe~ ;6Z~~ J."Os:M b;c2Uz

Oe eachi atope. ~ri!!adLag Vt§2 aDQ-11 a,~on~ af o a'i~
daza and al-,n= - Lnt bazkf6-1L..n,3 op-rat.-'O -1a cduct';d

,.t~tcolle tiziy Ja3n ows that 3erios czziaideratioa Is
P-ot being- givarn to thia l1icneae coud~tion.

In cousidevation of the lack~ of a coasistez,,, zazp1ix'g program,~ thQ 4d
Vatati~tO of datd, the lack of correllAz ioa of sa~qa g. lau relaciouship
to bac1lfilliag operatious and radiat ý.)n prpt'-ctoa for your aopl~lyees,
I recom~emd that you ir~nediataly reox .i ,w your liceiised operatlons to corract
the obvious gaps Identified (specif~t_-ZLI- c,:riuIit~oa~ 9A, 10, 13 and 17).
Serious coasiazration =3 be. given z:io =n ta dajpih wvalu~atioa of your
sampling proQgram to izclded sa.Vliag: tacbaiq-u, sa1m)1ia,3 location and
quality control Q! the sax=ple aa 1yzs;s te., instrumet calibratioa,
cheeks of analytical procaduxa wi~th bLank or spiked sam-ples, duplicaLe
saniplas to chaek reproducibility and~ a-pIJil: sampeos for coyrerlJation
between another laboratory results ý,LEJd Y!:ir Prý;aS-t laboratOry.

Your promapt attntic- to thtt p:ob1a-us 1"Juifiad dabo7e and an exrp"'itiotus
reaponse is tisDc.1ed so that an raprpriate enforcermeat action. wil-l no t
be necess~ary. )Ii Bo ih r ~ uhl of our Thiviroaz~ental '!oaitorin?
Program can be a-,ilable for advn ad co.23uitati~o! to as-Ast you in
reviewing your sap.igprogram~.

The liczexie conditiam 15 require-,, eetitag Ole 1:ew :ýxico Water Quality

P±olltLan o,:o Secationi

Gws/z! l


