'3

. eROE206271

o
g
7%
&
&
o

L

Radimcion Protkection Sectiou

March 5, 1979

Hr. James M. Rosel : .
abtatnay ab lLaw '

Ranchers Exploration

aad Devalopment Corporation

_1776 Hontano Road, H.W.

Albuguerque, New Mexlico S7197
Deax Me, Rogel: ‘

I wish to theank you and your organizacion fox the mabruazy 12, 1979

- site vieit. The discussion and tour of surface facilities was very

{ofornative, After zeviswing the dats provided to wre during nmy visit

.and the past data your orgenizstion bad submitted I am concerned about
"th@ following azeas of your licensed operatioun:

8. Lamplying with license ccnd‘tiona
b, Radlation protectlicn ¢f your enployess
<. Sampling/nessurenent tachniques

I will briagly state .y concerns in the following parsgraphs and
sumparize a recormended courss of action for you to considar.

" a. License éanditicn 9.4. Tais conditiou auchorizas the use of
" ouvanium mill teilines (coersz sands) as mine backf1il on an
og?:aciaual test basls at i onominal rate at 5,000 tomns per _
monta. Seprembar, Noveuber and December backfilling operations
w3ad 13,780, 9,800 and 9,230 tous respectivaly which are gomewhat
5 axcass of tha nom*nal_valuan_

lcense condition 13.A., This comdition ranulres radon m2asursments
“ the North and South ven:s and tallings unloading/storaze area.
Sinee the initial radon weasuvepants teken before the tallings
transfer operation was initiasted were cccomplished with malfuzcrisaing
equipment {(discovered later), there are uo background/pre-operaviomal
dava for coumparison. Early msasuremsnts in 1377 were also suspect
for the same reason and new equipment was received in March 1978,
- Therefore, measurements of radon since April 1978 should be repro-
sentativd of rxadon lavals for backfilling, but will not enable a
determination of tha fncremen: due to backfilllng. ¥rom April 19738
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1973 (1400 21 and 2, 1200 #1, 008). Mo ceas:renents of aav
tvpe have been raported for stope M3, 5U7 £2 asd 03, 012 0
and 004 whilch ate stown on the sandfillizg seguence chark, ™% -
Working leval measurements at V-1l Juring Cocober 1973 ara
raeovdad as all when the Pa-222 daca appaars simifilcans on
Oerobar 5 and 23, 1673.

&, nicenze Condition 17. 7™e¢ times of zzmiingy ara to be levald
as closely as possidble ty tha complation of tha baekfillliz:

i

of each stopa, Froom rzadiag tae adbove conmanis of mdsslaz
dara and sign_. lcant backS4lling oparation balog conducted
without collecting Jdata shows that seris:s conailderation is
rot being given to this license conditien,

In considavarion of the lack of & cousistend sampling program, the wida
variation of data, the lack of correlarion of sazpling In relatiounshin
to backfllling opevatious and radiation protection for your emplsyses,
I recormend chat you lmpedlately reviasw your licensed operatlons to corract
the obvious gaps fdentified (specifi.allr couditilon 94, 10, 13 aund 17).
Serious considaration muszt be ziven w0 an in daprbh avaluatlon of your
gampling progran rp iaclude sanpling technique, sampling location and
quality control of the sample analysas; 1.e., instrumsat callibratica,
chacks of analytical procedure with blaak or spiked samples, duplicaie
sanples ¢o chack reproducibilicy and aplik samples for corralation
between another laboratory vesults and ywur pras<nt labovatery.

Tour prompt atteanticn to the problaus 1dsntiflzd z2bove and an expadirnious
response 1s axnecied 80 that an eppropriare enforcemeprt action willl anotu
ba necessary. If youw wish, Dr. Tun Dubl of our Taviroameatzl Monitoring
Progrem can be avsilable for advice 22d coasultation to assist you in

reviewlng your suamplisg program.

Tha linense conditlom 13 raquires meeting the Yew lexlco Water Quallcy
Control Commission Regulatfons, Detalls of meatiny this condition
should be discussed mora completely with !, 3ruca Cailaher, Watar

ey

Polluzion Control Section, INTID.

Singavaly.®




