
M IS;A RANCtERS EXPI ORA lHON AND DEVEL OPMEIVT CORPORA TION
Qol iZ11 / V16 Motm Rias4, W.W.i AIbuuiti . Not MtAiko Bt707 / [4(lphots (505) 344-354Q

May 31., 1977

WX4rter Quality Division

Environmental I.mprovement Agency
P. 0. Box 2348i
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Re: Johnny M Mine, Secs. 7 & 18, T. 13 4. , R. 8 W. , McKinley Comlty, N.M,

C> en t .L uissent

Notice i hereby given of an urgent intent to discharge mine tailings in slurry
form underground to prevent already-worked sections of a mine from caving in
and affecting the Dakota water above it. Details are as follows:

1. Ranchers Exploration and Development Corporation.
2. 1776 Montano Road NW, Albuquerque, N. M. 87107.
3. Johnny M Mine near San Mateo, New Mexico.
4. Prevention of the caving, of mine workings require the introdu•tion of

sand support in the stopes as mining progresses. Mining is being
carried out in the Poison Canyon and Westwater members which lie
below the Dakota sand. The Dakota sand, in the area of the mine, is
water-bearing, and caving in the ore ;zones below could result in the
Dakota water entering the mine in quantities, which would result :in
the. loss of the wine,

It i5 proposed to use mill taiis from the Kerr-McGee wmilling opera-
tion in the Ambrosia Lake area as a fil! material. Kerr-McGee uses
an a, id leach process in the milUinig. The mill tal a material wiii
be slunried wi, th mine discharge water and transpoit ed underground to
thie nuning a;reas, Where it will. be placed behind permiabie "fences"

S';tlpport. TIrI e . alalya t is Of the slurry rat er i3aJk is rii;tknown at t:he
preo.vn t tire, but Ranchers will. tindertake to obrh:in !;nc h aiialysiis
within thirty (30) day:; of starting to rise the systerm.

5. There W.ll. b1.he ito additionral d .scha rge from the or tnt!, . ;nce the water
uied to snlurry tihe toils will, be nine discha rge warter. The s]urri r ed
mat[er i a I, ill. not be contained by )mperiniabe bli.trricrs, it is Judged
tirere Wi I ,e no of:f'eCt or the: naterag 1ground . nt ;tt tire mining

:It in; i! r n, :i': I thit, ti in e f c t.,f• 1i c I ':put i•'O (qlktri lti: ,.,o ,iit to ;ioid the

.Ib I•_,•;•; ie' f'* f t rt, ne dte to f oI edk•g', g- •Irio .. r2,- ri..i t n. i .if ra l.r: r

liererrr. n i, .!e'.e dvisý 'Mr. Oeue'l , viho iu;dlvrji~li. e ~,o i

t Ire iii> 'r.ts 1/4 4 )•1



Environmental Improvement Agency -2- May 31, 1977

As a final matter, our providing this notice of intent to discharge shall in
no way be considered asa waiver of our position concerning the present appeal
of groundwater regulations, and this notice shall be Wthout prejudice to any

rights we ma.y have.

Since r

Pau, A. Matthews

Vice President
Operations

PAM:bbh
cc: Jim Cleveland, Kerr-McGee

bcc: A. 3ucl ti an
R. K<a i tfma n

.1 . D)eu ] I
H. CamnpbellI



Addendum to Ranchers
Letter of May 31, 1977

In compliance with article 1-201, NOTICE OF INTENT TO DISCHARGE, sub-paragraph

B.4, of the Water Quality Control Commission regulations as amended January ii,

1977, the following "estimate of concentration of water contaminants in the

discharge" is hereby provided:

1. Gross a unk pCi/1

2. Ra-226 30 pCi/I

3. U-nat 0.2 mg/l

4. Se <0.01 mg/l

5. Mo 0.03 mg/l

6. As 0.02 mg/I

7. V unk mg/i

8. Cd <0.001 mg/1

9. CN 0.2 mg/i

10. In <O.Ol mg/i

11. Fe <0.001 mg/l

12. Na unk mg/l

13. tin 0.001 mg/i

14. SO4  220 mg/l

15. Cl 8.0 mg/l

16. Kjeldahl N 3.8 mg/l

17. NO3 as N 0.2 mg/I

18 pH 8 mg/1

Submi tted

Da te


