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Donna Smith
P.O. Box 11743
Eugene, Oregon 97440

Dear Ms. Smith:

This is in response to your letter dated February 16, 1988 regarding a
proposed reclamation plan for United Nuclear Corporatioii's (UNC) Church
Rock Uranium Mill.

UNC's proposed reclamation plan was submitted for NRC review on June 1,
1987. The plan is currently undergoing NRC staff review to assure that
it meets the requirements of Appendix A to 10 CFR Part 40. The plan has
not been approved and no cleanup has begun. We expect to complete our
review of the proposed plan this summnter.

Discharge of water from mines located upstream of the Church Rock Mill
'into the Pipeline Arroyo has occurred for many years. Mine dewatering
activities are performed under an EPA NPDES discharge permit and are not
regulated by the NRC. UNC has ii'.t intentionally discharged water
associated with the ura,;ium mill into natural water courses.

An accidental release of tailings into Pipeline Arroyo and subsequently
into the Rio Puerco occurred on July 16, 1979 as a result of a failure of
the UNC tailings dam. The effects of the spill were studied extensively
by the New Mexico Environmental Improvement Division, which was then
responsible for regulating the UNC mill. the EPA, and the Southwest
Research and Information, Center (SRIC). The SRIC has continued to
compile and publish information on the subject. We recommend that you
contact the SRIC for additional information. lhe SRIC address and phone
number are as follows:

Southwest Research and Information Center
ATTN: Chris Shuey
P.O. Box 4524
Albuquerque, New Mexico 8/1.06
(505) 262-1862
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If you have any questions conce;rirjng this jettery'lplease contact us at
(303) 236- 2805.

Sincere y,

/ /5
Harry J. PettengiM, Chief
Licensing Branch 2
Uranium Reccvery Field Office
Region IV
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