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"Mir; Thomas Bailey

UNC Mining & Milling
Drawer QQ

(.zallup, New Mexico 87401

-Dear Mr. Bailey:

ere is good cause to believe that United Nuclear Corporation's activities at Church Roek,

v Mexico, licensed by the State of New Mexico under License NM-UNC-ML, is currently

m violation of Seetion 4-160.A. of New Mexico's Radiation Protection Regulations. This

violation of Section 4-160.A. is an unauthorized release to an unrestricted area of

tadioactive material and concentrations whieh exceed the limits specified in Part 4,

Appendix A, Table I, of the Radiation Protection Regulations. Specifically, sampling date

- for Well TWQ-124 -has exceeded the maximum permxssmle coneentration for Th-238 in an

unrestricted area. The regulatory limit is 2 x 1076 uei per milliliter (2,000 pCi per liter).
Information submitted by UNC indicates the following readings for Well T W Q ~ 124:

_S_&,mg_l.i.ng ‘D&té; Concentration: Sampling Date:- Concentration:

1. 16/28/80 2,414 pCi/l 2. 02/22/81 3,700 pCi/l (EID sample)
3. 08/22/81 18,700 »Ci/l 4. 06/07/82 34,160 pCi/l ,
5. 08/01/82 30,900 pCi/l 6. 11/10/82 35,000 pCi/l (EID sample)

I éddini@ﬂ analyses of sainples at Well 450-A taken by UNC cn June 7, 1982 and September
1, 982 i K.xmated Th~-230 concentrations of 13,500 pCi/l and 13,700 pCi/l, respectively.

 The contamination of ground water must be ebated at the earliest possible date. Please
i ake corrective ection immediatelv. A hearing pursuant to Seection 74-3-11 NJiSA
an¢ Section 1-201 of the Radiation Protection Regulations hes beer scheduled for the
Conference Room, Crown Building, 725 8t. Micheel's Drive, Santa Fe, New Mexico
§968, February !, 1883, at 9:00 a.m. The subject of the hearing is the shove-cited
ons of the Radiation Protection Regulations. I there is a problem with the hearing

lease advise
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In adidition to the 113’)\0""‘){00 matters conearning the ;adiazioﬂ Protection Regulations, we
have a continuing concern for th o sbeted and uncontrolled spreac of water pollution from
the tailings disposal sres at yvour Church Rock facilits. At a December 17, 1982 meeting
with EPA and EID representatives, UNC reprasentztives jndiczted that there was &

significant amount of information available to UNC which had not vet been submitted to the

E[D and that a plan to reclaim the contaminated aquifer an¢ control the further spread of
pailution frory vour tailings disposal facility could be sybmitied by your consultants to the
eowpuny within two weeks. It is of the utmost importance: for UNC to take expecited
action to reclaim enc control the contamination emanatmc from the Church Roek tailings
disposal area. Please submit all relevent data and information and vour plan for reclamation
and containment of the contamination at the earliest possible date. Attached for vour
information is an outline of the information which has been requested of UNC by EID end
which has not been fully submitted to EID at this time. If you have anyv questions concerning
this attachinent, pleese advise, -
?

It is my hope that UNC will reclaim, and conlain the contamination from its Chureh Rock
tailing f,ﬁcmty at an eerly date without necessitating further intervention by the United
States Environmental Protection Agency or the Environmental Improvement Division.

Sineerely,
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