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DqeAr Mr. Bailey:

Thre is good cause to believe that United Nuclear Corporation's activities at Church Rock,
N.ew Mexico, licensed by the State of New Mexico under License N1.-UNC-ML, is currently
in. :iolation of Section 4-160.A. of New Mexico's Radiation Protection Regulations. This
viollation of Section 4-160.A. is an unauthorized release to an unrestricted area of
mradio..tive material and concentrations which exceed the limits specified in Part 4,
A".ppendix A-, Table 11, of the Radiation Protection Regulations. Specifically, sampling date.
f or "'ell TWVQ-124 has exceeded the maximum permissible concentration for Th-230 in an
unrestricted area. The regulatory limit is 2 x 10-6 uci per milliliter (2,000 pCi per liter).
'information submitted by UNO indicates the following readings for Well T W Q - 124:

Sampling Date: Concentration: Sampling Date: Concentration:

.. 1-0/28/80 2,41.4 pCi/l 2. 02/22/81 3,700 pCi/i (EID sample)
3. 09./22/81 18,700 pCii1 4. 06/07/82 34,160 pCi/I
5. 09/01/82 3:0,900.pCi/i 6. 11/10/82 35,000 pCii (EID sample)

In adition. analyses of samnples at Well 450-A taken by UN C cn June 7, 1982 and September
, 1982 indi.cated Th-230 concentrations of 13,500 pCi/1 and 13,700 pCi/lI, respectively.

The :contamination of ground water must be abated at the earliest possible date. Please
fividet•-ke corrective action immediately. A hearing pursuant to Section ,74-3-11 NMAISA

. i1.9h7:. ar. Section 1-2.01 of the Radiation Protection Regulations has been :scheduled for the
I-L.D Conference Room, Crown Building, 725 St. Michael's Drive, Santa Fe, New Mexico

:8175 047,0968, February 1, 1983, at 9:00 a.m. The subject of the hearing is the above-cited
f lfal: tons of the Radiation Protection Regulations. If there is. a problem with the hearing

daP,..eý: please advise.
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•r. Il'o Ias Bailey
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December 27, 1982

In a iMon to the tbove-cited ma, ters concerning the Radiation Protecto~n Regulations, we
have a cc tinuing cr:..n for th .,.abated and uncontrolled .r.a. o water pollution from
the taiings dispos area at your Church Rock facility. At a December 17, 1982 meeting
QMth EPA and 'liD rpresentatives. UNC representatives :idieated that there was a
Augn ieant amount of information available to UNC which had not vet been submitted to the.
EUD and that a plan to reclaim the contaminated aquifer and control the further spread of
pollution fror:m your tailings disposal facility could be submitted by your consultants to the
company withAn two weeks. it is of the utmost importance for UN C to take expedited
action to reclaim and control the contamination emanating from the Church Rock tailings
disposal area. Please submit all relevent data. and information and your plan for reclamation
and containment of the contamination at the earliest possible date. Attached for your
information is an outline of the information which has been requested of UNC by EID and
which has not been fully submitted to EID at this time. If you have any qfiestions concerning
this attachment, please advise.

It is my hope that UNC will reclaim, and contain the contamination from its Churei Rock
taiiing facility at an early date vithout necessitating further intervention by the United
States Envirornmental Protection Agency or the Environmental Imp.rovement Division.

Sineere-l,

R -ell F. Rhoades
Dire t or
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