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November 29, 1982

Mr. Thomas Hill

United Nuclear Covporation
Wining and Milling Operation
F.(0. Bow QQ A _ e :
Gallup, NM 87301 ‘ ' . RADIATION PROTECTION BUREAY

RE: Diﬂnnarga Plans DP-63 and DP»’?

Dear Mr. Hill:

T am wr1iing in regard to backfilling operations at the Northgfeast Church fock
#ine and proposed bsckfilling operations at the Old Charch Hock Mine. T will
be taking over from Pat Longmire the veview of these projects. :

Your present discharge plan (DP-63) for backfilling at the Northeast Church Rock
Mine (NECR) expires on January 31, 1983. Thomas Baca in his lettvr of February
1, 1982, indicated that a discharge plan renewal application should be submitted
by September 30, 1982, in order to allow sufficient time for public netice and
a possible public hearing. De you wish to renew the discharge plan for back-
filing at NECR Mine? If so we will consider the informstion presented in the
Batrelle reported (receivad 10/4/82) concerning the potential for contaminant
transport into the Westwater as part of such a discharge plan. e will need
additional updated informaticn as to proposed monitoring locations, backfilling
guantities and the other items addressed in DP-63. A site map showing property
boundaries, stopes to be backfilled, and relevant mine and well sampling loca-
tions will also be necessary.

However, we will not be able to complete consideration of & remewal of DP-H3

until the outstanding commitwments of the current plan have been met. These

are referred to In the February 1, 1982, lecter from Thomss Baca to Thomas Bailey.
The commimments wtill outstanding arve:

I+ Commitment 2. Subwmit annually a comprehensive report including water nu\l&Lv
data and relevant backfilling data along with your interpretation of '
data. : .
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The earliest possible submittal of these items will be necegsary to
the renewal application can he evaluated before the January 31, 19873,

data for the previous discharge plan.

A preliminary review of the Battelle report has brought up several questlons,

btut these could be more appropriately dizcusseed after we know what your plans

are regarding rencwal. ' '

In regard to the 0ld Church Rock Mine do you still wish to amend DF-29 to allew
backfilling? Todd Miller's letter of July 19, 1982, indicated that current plans
are 1o delay backfilling for the foreseesable future. '

In the event that you do not plan to renew the discharge plan for either BECR ax
OCR min.s, it is planned to allow either mine to flood?

Please contact me if any of these questions need clarification or if T can be of
any other assistance.
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Karl Scuder
Ground Water Hydrologist
Ground Hater Section
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