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Purpose

• Update industry and other interested parties on the rulemaking’s 
current status

• Rulemaking Goal - Revise security requirements for facilities 
storing spent nuclear fuel (SNF) and high-level radioactive waste 
(HLW)
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• Describe anticipated path forward

• Describe planned briefings for impacted licensees and other cleared 
stakeholders (with a “need-to-know”)



Background

• Commission directed staff to update ISFSI security requirements and 
aggressively engage stakeholders

• SECY-07-0148 (redacted) and SRM-SECY-07-0148 publicly 
released in early 2008
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• Public outreach held in 2009 discussing agency plans (four industry 
meetings, conferences, and Webinars)

• Draft technical basis issued for public comment 12/16/2009 and 
Webinar held on 1/14/2010

• Significant comments received on the draft technical basis



Current Status

• Staff is pausing this rulemaking to assess the significant new 
information received in stakeholder comments -

•Broad and diverse range of commenters were unified in 
opposition of several of the key technical approaches
•Industry indicated a lack of need for this rulemaking beyond the 
previous ISFSI security orders and questioned the threat and 
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vulnerability basis for the security rulemaking

• Draft regulatory guide (DG-5033 – ISFSI & MRS Adversary 
Characteristics) is nearing completion of initial staff development

• A Tribe has requested Government-to-Government consultations



Path Forward

• In light of these comments, the staff intends to -
•Assess the comments’ technical merit
•Analyze any significant policy, regulatory, and resource 
implications
•Update options and recommendations for management’s 
consideration
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•Complete the technical basis following receipt of management’s 
direction
•Comment resolution will be posted to e-Rulemaking website

• If significant changes are required to the technical basis, the 
document will be re-issued for further public comment



Path Forward (cont.)

• In light of these requests, the staff intends to –
•Hold SGI briefings for impacted licensees and other cleared 
stakeholders (with a “need-to-know”) on current ISFSI threat and 
vulnerability information
•Release DG-5033 for comment and hold a closed meeting with 
impacted licensees and other cleared stakeholders (with a “need-
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to-know”)
•Obtain management direction on the Tribe’s request for 
interaction with the NRC and access to SGI



Briefings

• Staff plans are to integrate these two briefings 
•Considering a single all-day meeting or two half-day meetings (to 
facilitate travel)
•Considering a single location to ensure consistent understanding 
of this critical information across ISFSI licensees
•Location and schedule are TBD
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• Direction on the Tribe’s request will be completed before staff 
schedules the meeting and releases DG-5033 for comment (due to 
the need to discuss SGI) 



References

• Draft Technical Basis, stakeholder comments, SECY-07-0148, and 
SRM-SECY-07-0148 can be found at http://www.regulations.gov

•Docket ID: NRC-2009-0558
• Resolution of comments and final technical basis will be posted to 

this docket in the future
• These slides can be found under ADAMS Accession No. 
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