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North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Division of Coastal Management

Beverly Eaves Perdue James H. Gregson Dee Freeman
Governor Director Secretary
May 29, 2009

Melba McGee

Environmental Coordinator

Office of Legislative & Intergovernmental Affairs
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
1601 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1601

SUBJECT: Comments Related to the Proposed Construction, Operation, and Decommissioning of a
Uranium Enrichment Facility, Wilmington, New Hanover County, North Carolina
(SCH#09-0336 and DCM#20090055 and DCM#20090067)

Dear Ms. McGee:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the scoping request for a proposed environmental document to
evaluate the construction, operation, and decommissioning of a uranium enrichment facility in Wilmington,
New Hanover County, North Carolina. According to the scoping request General Electric-Hitachi Global
Laser Enrichment, LLC (GLE) will be applying for a license from the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
This license would authorize GLE to possess and use nuclear material. The purpose of this review is to
provide comments on the environmental and regulatory issues that the proposed environmental document
will need to evaluate. Below are the comments of the North Carolina Division of Coastal Management.

e The proposed project will be occurring in, New Hanover County, one of North Carolina’s twenty
coastal counties. Furthermore this proposed project will require a Federal license. Consequently
the proposed project, before it can be implemented, will require regulatory review from DCM
under Subpart “D” of 15 CFR 930. However, in the event that the proposed project affects an Area
of Environmental Concern (AEC) and qualifies as “development” under §113A-103(5)(a) of the
Coastal Area Management Act (CAMA) the entire proposed project may require that a CAMA
permit be required instead.

e Though not specifically required, we recommend that the environmental document comply with the
information requirement of 15 CFR 930.58.

e According to the scoping request, the proposed environmental document will evaluate the
construction, operation, and decommissioning of the facility. Considering proposed projects
complexity and the length of time that the facility will probably be in operation; in terms of
permitting, discrete permits may be required to authorize each phase of the project: (construction,
operation, and decommissioning). We recommend that the environmental document evaluate the
anticipated types of approvals required for each phase.

400 Commerce Ave., Morehead City, NC 28557-3421 One .
Phone: 252-808-2808 \ FAX: 252-247-3330 Intemet: www.nccoastalmanagement.net NorthCarolina

An Equal Opportunity \ Affirmative Action Employer N [It”l' ”l/[/



e We suggest that the environmental document graphically delineate any AEC that may exist in the
study area.

e We suggest that any wetland delineations (if required) separate coastal wetlands from Section 404
wetlands and specifically identify each wetland type.

e We suggest that the environmental document clearly define the construction activities and methods
to build the proposed facility. Resource concerns related to this issue would be conformance with
any moratorium periods, endangered species, conversion of habitat to urban uses, water quality,
stormwater management, waste management, storage of nuclear material, and/or the potential to
impact coastal resources (especially those within an AEC). Please see 15 CFR 930.11.

e We suggest that the environmental document assess operational issues such as groundwater uptake,
discharges into public trust waters, potential closure of public access and/or public use of coastal
waters, etc. Please see 15 CFR 930.11.

Thank you for your consideration of the North Carolina Coastal Management Program.

Sinzrely,

Stephen Rynas, AICP
Federal Consistency Coordinator

cc: Doug Huggett, Division of Coastal Management
Steve Everhart, Division of Coastal Management
Christine Ridge, US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Office of Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs
Project Review Form T

Project Number County Date Received ;Date 'Resp’bnsé Due (ﬁrm dﬁad]iﬁ : Z

This project is being reviewed as indicated below:

Regional Office Regional Office Area In-House Review

_ Asheville o Air _ Soil & Water _Marine Fisheries

__ Fayetteville { Water , .~ Coastal Management

__ Mooresville ~“Aquifer Protection ./ Wildlife

___ Raleigh Z ’Lahd Quality Engineer _A orest Resources

___ Washington __ Water Resources . _—Environmental Health

Ailmington .~ Parks & Recreation __(W aste Mgmt

___ Winston-Salem ' _.~Water Quality __ Radiation Protection -
| ___ Air Quality ___ Other

Manager Sign-Off/Region: Date: In-House Reviewer/Agency:

Response (check all applicable)

___ No objection to project as proposed

___ No comment

__ Insufficient information ‘to complete review

__ Other (specify or attach comments)

RETURN TO:
Melba McGee
Environmental Coordinator
1601 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1601



NORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW

COUNTY : NEW HANOVER H11: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER: = 09-E-0000-0336
FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 05/19/2009
'AGENCY RESPONSE: 06/15/2009
REVIEW CLOSED: . 06/19/2009

MS MELBA MCGEE
CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR
DENR - COASTAL MGT

C/0 ARCHDALE BLDG

RALEIGH NC

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

CAPE FEAR COG

CC&PS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

DENR - COASTAL MGT

DENR LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

DEPT OF CULTURAL RESOURCES

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

TYPE: National Environmental Policy Act
Scoping

DESC: Proposal for General Electric-Hitachi Global Laser Enrichment to construction,
operation, decommissioning a uranium facility - entails using a laser-based
technology to separate or enrich the naturally occurring isotopes of uranium;
project to be located on existing General Electric Company/Global Nuclear Fuel -
Ameridas near Wilmington, NC

The attached project has been submitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for
intergovernmental review. Please review and submit your response by the above
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-1301.

If additional review time is needed, please contact this office at (919)807-2425.

AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: [:] NO COMMENT [:] COMMENTS ATTACHED

SIGNED BY: DATE:
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