
 
April 6, 2010 

 
 
 
 
Ms. Regina Dugan 
Associate Counsel/Insurance Manager 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Office of the General Counsel 
Building 12-090 
77 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, MA  02139-43067 
 
SUBJECT: MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY C REQUEST FOR 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RE:  DECOMMISSIONING FUNDING (TAC NO. 
ME3002) 

 
Dear Ms. Dugan: 
 
We are continuing our review of your request and application to self-guarantee funding for 
decommissioning expenses for Facility Operating License No. R-37 for the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology Reactor (MITR) submitted by letter dated October 27, 2009, as 
supplemented by letter dated December 22, 2009.  During our review of your request and 
application, questions have arisen for which we require additional information and clarification.  
Please provide responses to the enclosed request for additional information within 30 days of 
the date of this letter.  In accordance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations Section 
50.30(b), your response must be executed in a signed original under oath or affirmation.  
Following receipt of the additional information, we will continue our evaluation of your request.   
 
If you have any questions regarding this review, please contact me at (301) 415-1127. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
     /RA/ 

Alexander Adams, Jr., Senior Project Manager 
Research and Test Reactors Licensing Branch  
Division of Policy and Rulemaking 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
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ENCLOSURE 

OFFICE OF NUCLEAR REACTOR REGULATION 
 

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
 

RE:  REQUEST AND APPLICATION. SELF GUARANTEE, 
 

DECOMMISSIONING EXPENSES  
 

LICENSE NO. R-37; DOCKET NO. 50-20 
 
 

By letter dated December 22, 2009, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) submitted 
a request and application to the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to change its 
method of providing decommissioning funding assurance to the self-guarantee method as 
allowed by Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Section 50.75(e)(1)(iii) for non-
profit entities, such as universities.  In order for the NRC staff to complete its review of the self-
guarantee submittal, please provide the following supplemental information: 
 
1. Recital 2 of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Self-Guarantee Agreement 

states: 
 

This self-guarantee is being issued to comply with regulations 
issued by the NRC, an agency of the U.S. Government, pursuant 
to the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, and the Energy 
Reorganization Act of 1974.  NRC has promulgated regulations in 
Title 10, Chapter I of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 70, 
and Title 10, Chapter I of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 
72, which require that a holder of, or an applicant for, a materials 
license issued pursuant to 10 CFR Part 50 and 10 CFR Part 70, 
provide assurance that funds will be available when needed for 
required decommissioning activities.  

 
Please clarify why 10 CFR Part 72, which are the regulations for the licensing 
requirements for independent storage of spent nuclear fuel, high level radioactive waste, 
and reactor-related greater than Class C waste, is referenced.  The intent of Recital 2 is 
to identify the regulations applicable to the licensee; MIT currently holds a 10 CFR Part 
70 license and a 10 CFR Part 50 license, but does not hold a 10 CFR Part 72 license.   

 
 
2. Recital 15, Sentence 2 and 3 of the Self-Guarantee Agreement states: 
 

Such payment shall be held in escrow, by NRC, for the estimated 
decommissioning activities for the previously listed facilities, and 
shall satisfy guarantor’s financial assurance required under  
10 CFR Part 50 and 10 CFR Part 70, as may be subject to 
adjustment to keep such estimate current, until guarantor 



- 2 - 
 

 

furnishes evidence of alternative financial assurance in 
compliance with 10 CFR Part 50 and 10 CFR Part 70.  Upon 
approval by NRC of such alternative financial assurance, NRC 
shall return the payment made by guarantor in full. 

 
The NRC does not have authority to act as an escrow agent for decommissioning funds.  
In view of this fact, please delete the above sentences.   

 
 
3. Recital 16 of the Self-Guarantee Agreement states: 
 

The guarantor waives notice of acceptance of this self-guarantee 
by NRC.  The guarantor expressly waives notice of amendments 
or modifications of the decommissioning requirements. 

 
To comport with the format set forth in A.14.13 of NUREG-1757, Vol. 3, “Consolidated 
NMSS Decommissioning Guidance,” please insert expressly in the first sentence. 

 
 
4. To comport MIT’s CFO Letter in the format as referenced in A.14.4 of NUREG-1757, 

Vol. 3, “Consolidated NMSS Decommissioning Guidance,” please reference 10 CFR 
Part 50 and 70 in Paragraphs 1 and 2 of the CFO Letter.  The NRC notes that while the 
criteria for passing the financial test for the self-guarantee are established under  
10 CFR Part 30, MIT is submitting a self guarantee to provide decommissioning funding 
assurance for its 10 CFR Part 50 and 10 CFR Part 70 licenses.



 

Updated 1-14-2010 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology Docket No. 50-20 
  
cc: 
 
City Manager 
City Hall 
Cambridge, MA  02139 
 
 
Department of Environmental Protection 
One Winter Street 
Boston, MA  02108 
 
 
Mr. Robert Gallagher, Acting Director 
Radiation Control Program  
Department of Public Health  
Schrafft Center, Suite 1M2A 
529 Main Street 
Charlestown, MA 02129 
 
 
Nuclear Preparedness Manager 
Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency  
400 Worcester Road  
Framingham, MA 01702-5399 
 
 
Test, Research, and Training 
  Reactor Newsletter 
University of Florida 
202 Nuclear Sciences Center 
Gainesville, FL  32611 
 
 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


