
 
March 25, 2010 

 
 
MEMORANDUM TO: File 
 
FROM:   Briana Balsam, Project Manager /RA/ 
   Environmental Review Branch-B 

Environmental Protection  
  and Performance Assessment Directorate 
Division of Waste Management 
  and Environmental Protection 
Office of Federal and State Materials 
  and Environmental Management Programs 

 
SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF TELECONFERENCE WITH PEDRO RAMIREZ, 

WYOMING FIELD OFFICE, U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE, 
REGARDING EAGLE TAKE RULE FOR THE PROPOSED NICHOLS 
RANCH ISR PROJECT (DOCKET NO. 040-09067) AND THE 
PROPOSED MOORE RANCH ISR PROJECT (DOCKET NO. 040-09073) 

 
 
On March 15, 2010, Ms. Briana Balsam of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff 
held a teleconference with Pedro Ramirez of the Wyoming Field Office of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) to discuss the applicability of the FWS rule for permitting eagle takes 
(74 FR 46836) as part of the review of public comments submitted for the draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for the Nichols Ranch In-situ Uranium Recovery (ISR) 
Project (NRC, 2009b) and the draft SEIS for the Moore Ranch ISR Project (NRC, 2009a).  The 
following is a summary of the teleconference and a list of participants. 
 
Background 
 
On January 27, 2010, the U.S. Department of Interior (DOI) submitted comments (DOI, 2010a) 
on the draft SEIS for the Moore Ranch ISR Project, and on January 28, 2010, the DOI 
submitted comments (DOI, 2010b) on the draft SEIS for the Nichols Ranch ISR Project that 
contained information about the rule for permitting eagle takes, which was published in the 
Federal Register on September 11, 2009 (74 FR 46836).  DOI’s comments directed the NRC to 
contact the FWS’s Ecological Services Field Office in Cheyenne Wyoming to discuss potential 
impacts of each project on eagles. 
 
A communal roost is located on the Nichols Ranch ISR Project site, at which 13 eagles were 
observed in 2009 (DOI, 2010b).  No communal roosts are located on the Moore Ranch ISR 
Project site.  No bald eagle nests occur on either the Nichols Ranch ISR Project site or the 
Moore Ranch ISR Project site. 
 
 
CONTACT:  Briana Balsam, FSME/DWMEP 
          (301) 415-1042 
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Meeting Summary 
 
Ms. Balsam discussed with Mr. Ramirez the potential need for an eagle permit for both the 
Nichols Ranch ISR Project and the Moore Ranch ISR Project.  Mr. Ramirez referred 
Ms. Balsam to the National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines (FWS, 2007), which include 
recommendations for avoiding disturbance at foraging areas and communal roost sites.  
Mr. Ramirez indicated that if the projects were following these guidelines, and that specifically, 
no trees with nests were being disturbed, the NRC would not need to consult with the FWS at 
this time.  Mr. Ramirez indicated that if project plans changed such that the bald eagle 
management guidelines were not upheld or a nest was discovered in a tree that would be 
disturbed, then the NRC should consult with the FWS at that time. 
 
Meeting Participants 
 
Pedro Ramirez, FWS 
Briana Balsam, NRC 
 
Docket Nos.: 040-09067; 040-09073 
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