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March 12,2010 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
FOIAPrivacy Officer Mailstop: T-5 F09 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
Fax: 301-415-5130 
E-mail: FOIA.resource@nrc.gov 

Dear FOIA Officer: 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552, I hereby request a 
complete copy of all records in the possession of the NRC documenting all monetary fines levied 
and collected by the NRC between 2004 and 2008. 

I am also requesting that you waive all search and duplication fees in connection with this 
request. The information requested is likely to contribute significantly to the public's 
understanding of the operations and activities of the government.' The FOIA provides for the 
waiver of such fees where disclosure is considered as "primarily benefitting the general public." I 
am a researcher with the Multinational Monitor, a magazine published by Essential Information 
Inc., a nonprofit ~rganization.~ The information I am compiling will be used in an article that will 
meaningfully contribute to the public's understanding of the NRC' s historical work pertaining to 
enforcing US laws. 

Multinational Monitor has dealt extensively with issues relating to the government and 
international affairs. The Monitor has the proven ability to analyze and disseminate government 
information to the public at large. The Monitor has thousands of individual readers and; more 
than 200 university and library subscribers which will circulate the information to their patrons. 
Articles published in Multinational Monitor are often reprinted or generate news stories in other 

' See 5 U.S.C. 9 522 (a) (4) (A) (iii). 

Essential Information is a 501 (c)(3) tax exempt, nonprofit organization. Essential 
Information is incorporated in the District of Columbia and was founded in 1982. Essential 
Information's mission, as stated in its articles of incorporation, is to provide the public and 
policymakers with information about issues that are not adequately covered by the media. 



Essential Information and the Multinational Monitor have no commercial interest in the material 
being sought, but seeks access to it only to educate the public on critical issues relating to the 
activities of the federal government. 

I am requesting that you waive search and duplication fees on the grounds that the information 
sought will be widely circulated and will be used in a way that meaningfully contributes to the 
public interest. If you deny this request for a waiver of search and duplication fees, please contact 
me before proceeding with your processing of my inquiry. If you decline to waive or reduce 
duplication fees, we are prepared to pay such fees if we decide to proceed with this request. Our 
willingness to pay such fees is, however, subject to our right to appeal and litigate the fee waiver 
issue. I further ask that if you decline to waive duplication fees that you set forth your specific 
reasons for doing so in writing. 

For any document(s) or portion of docurnent(s) to which you deny me access, please provide an 
index itemizing and describing justification of your grounds for claiming each exemption, 
explaining why each exemption is relevant to the document or portion of the document withheld. 
Vaughn v. Rosen, 484 F. 2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973), cert denied, 415 U.S. 977 (1974). 

I look forward to receiving your written response within twenty working days as required by law. 
Thank you for expediting this request. 

Sincerely, 

h- l&wuJ&J 
Marcia Carroll 
Researcher 
marcia@essential.org 

Reports by Essential Information have often been the subject of news coverage by well 
known media organizations including: The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The 
Washington Post, USA Today, The Associated Press, United Press International, Reuters, The 
Los Angeles Times, The Houston Post, The Houston Chronicle, The Dallas Morning News, The 
Pittsburgh Post Gazette, The Miami Herald, The Atlanta Constitution Journal, Buffalo Evening 
News, Detroit Free Press, St Louis Post Dispatch, The Detroit News, The Philadelphia Inquirer, 
Newsday, the Daily News, The Baltimore Sun, The Boston Globe, The Oakland Tribune, The 
Chicago Tribune, NBC News, ABC News, Fox Broadcasting, and The Cable News Network 
(CNN). 


