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Letter to be Signed by EDO 
 
On April 21, 2010, the Executive Director for Operations signed a letter to Mr. Sherwood 
Martinelli informing him that his correspondence does not meet the acceptance criteria for a 
petition for rulemaking.  In his correspondence, Mr. Martinelli requested that the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) promulgate a regulation that provides specific weight-based 
exposure limits for household animals and pets.  He also requested that a fund be established 
for family members of cancer victims (both human and animal) who live within 10 miles of 
nuclear reactors, with funds to be provided by licensees.  Mr. Martinelli’s request does not meet 
the NRC’s acceptance criteria for a petition for rulemaking because the NRC does not have 
authority under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 or any other law to assess fees against licensees 
for the purpose of establishing a fund to compensate family members for the loss of humans or 
animals due to radiation exposure.  However, Mr. Martinelli’s proposal for the NRC to develop 
weight-based exposure limits may meet the NRC’s acceptance criteria for a petition for 
rulemaking.  Mr. Martinelli has 90 days to meet the criteria.  The letter to Mr. Martinelli can be 
found in ADAMS at ML100700072.  
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