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PACIFIC NORTHWEST MATIONAL LABORATORY — NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Phone/Conference Call Record

Project/Plant: South Texas Project

Date/time: Wednesday March 18, 2009

Time: 0931-0947 PST

Attendees:
Name Title Agency/Organization
Tonya Wiley Fisheries Outreach Coastal Fisheries Division of
Specialist Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department
Christa M. Woodley Research Scientist Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory

Call title/subject: Smalltooth sawfish in southern Texas

Purpose of call: To discuss the life history, current and historical catch records, recovery plans

related to the smalltooth sawfish in southern Texas, in particular in relation to
the Matagorda Bay and Colorado River region.

Call notes: (bullets are acceptable)

Status of the smalltooth sawfish near the STP facility?

There have only been 3 few records of sawfish reported in the Matagorda Bay region
in the last 20 years:

o 1984 report was a smalltooth sawfish in the GOM off Aransas Bay.

o 1979 report of a smalltooth sawfish was in Carancahua Bay (Matagorda Bay)

e 2003 report of unverified sawfish species was in Lower Laguna Madre (Baffin Bay)
To Tonya’s knowledge this species has been extirpated from the region for decades.

Are there any intentions for or current recovery efforts in or near the Colorado River?
No current or short-term (i.e., within the next 5 years) recovery efforts in this region.

However, the smalltooth sawfish recovery act and federal register require that the
populations rebound and are self-sustaining west of the Mississippi River for delisting.



Are there any plans for habitat improvement or protection in or near the Colorado River for
smalltooth sawfish?

No. At this point, researchers and managers are unsure of what the habitat needs are for
this species west of the Mississippi. Research results from Florida will likely serve as a
model for recovery efforts along the gulf coast. Specific information, though, is lacking.

Largetooth sawfish (Pristis perotteti) is also recorded from Texas? Are they more likely to
enter rivers? What is the current effort or thinking related to this species?

There is a lack of information to say anything conclusive. Historical records are sporadic
and often most catch records are from the 1940s and earlier. The Sawfish Recovery Team
(http://www.fimnh.ufl.edu/fish/Sharks/Sawfish/SRT/srt.htm) is actively working towards
gaining a better understanding for both species around the Gulf of Mexico.

Discussion on the research being conducted. Most of this research is focused in Gulf of
Mexico, near and around the southern Florida, where a rare but stable population remains.
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