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MEMORANDUM TO:  Alexander R. Klein, Chief 

Fire Protection Branch 
Division of Risk Assessment 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

 
FROM:    Daniel M. Frumkin, Team Leader /RA/  

Fire Protection Branch    
Division of Risk Assessment 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

 
SUBJECT:    SUMMARY OF FEBRUARY 5, 2010, PUBLIC MEETING OF THE 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION FIRE PROTECTION 
STEERING COMMITTEE 

 
 
On February 5, 2010, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) Fire Protection Steering 
Committee (the Committee) held a public meeting with industry stakeholders to discuss current 
fire protection issues.  The main topics discussed were National Fire Protection Association 
Standard 805 (NFPA 805) status, status of fire-induced circuit and manual actions resolution, 
and proposed communications between NRC’s Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation’s 
management and nuclear plant management.  
 
A list of participants is included in Enclosure 1. Slides from the meeting are included in 
Enclosure 2.  The following is a breakdown of the discussion and actions from the meeting.  The 
discussion below focuses on where there were deviations from the information presented in the 
slide presentations or where actions were identified. 

 
1. NFPA 805 Program 

Both the NRC staff and industry stakeholders were pleased with the communication, 
technical discussion, and progress regarding plants adopting NFPA 805. Attendees 
discussed the NRC staff letter to Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) dated January 28, 2010, 
regarding fire probabilistic risk assessment (fire PRA).  The Committee indicated in the 
January 28, 2010, letter that although refinements were possible in the area of fire PRA, the 
fire PRA guidance was sufficient for regulatory decision making.  NEI staff indicated that they 
would be having a meeting on this topic soon, and would get back to the NRC staff regarding 
any areas of fire PRA that they considered insufficient and provide examples. 
 
Currently the enforcement discretion described in the Enforcement Policy for NFPA 805, 
ends 6 months following the issuance of the second pilot safety evaluation report.  The 
Committee indicated that there are currently no plans to change this policy.  
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The NRC staff indicated that when the license amendment template has been completed 
and the first pilot safety evaluation has been issued the regulatory framework is considered 
sufficient for non-pilot licensees to submit their license amendments, and there is no need to 
wait for the second pilot safety evaluation. 

 
2. Circuits and Manual Actions 

The NRC staff indicated that although the Browns Ferry findings are likely unique to that 
plant, the NRC staff is evaluating the implications of the Browns Ferry findings to other 
plants.  The Browns Ferry inspection report is dated January 20, 2010. 
 

3. NRR Office Initiatives 
The NEI staff asked for clarification regarding the goals of the periodic executive 
communications between Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) management and industry 
executives.  The NRR staff indicated the goal is to achieve a common understanding of the 
status of regulated activities and the confidence to continue forward with the activities.  
 
The attendees discussed the future of the periodic meetings between the NRC Fire 
Protection Steering Committee and the NEI Fire Protection Working Group.  NEI suggested 
that fire PRA issues could be considered by the NEI Regulatory Process Working Group. 
Attendees agreed that it is likely that these regular meetings could be ended in about 6 
months to a year.  NEI said they may not continue their Fire Protection Working Group. 

 
There were no questions from members of the public in attendance at the meeting. 
 
If you have any questions or comments, please contact me at 301-415-2280. 
 
 
Enclosures:  
As Stated 
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ENCLOSURE 1 

NRC PUBLIC FIRE PORTECTION STEERING COMMITTEE 
LIST OF ATTENDEES 

  
February 5, 2010 

 
 
Name      Organization 
 
Jack Grobe     NRR/DDECS  
Alex Klein     NRR/AFPB 
Jason Dreisback    NRO/DSRA 
Mark Henry Salley    RES/DRA 
Christiana Lui*     RES/DRA 
Belkys Sosa     OE 
Sunil Weerakkody    NRR/DRA 
Gary Cooper     NRR/DRA 
Dan Frumkin     NRR/DRA 
Donnie Harrison    NRR/DRA 
John Rogge*     Region I 
Larry Scholl*     Region I 
Keith Young*     Region I 
Roy Fuhrmeister*    Region I 
Rebecca Nease*    Region II 
Paul Fillion*     Region II 
McKenzie Thomas*    Region II 
Steve West*     Region III 
Ann Boland*     Region III 
Neil O’Keefe*     Region IV 
 
 
Alex Marion     NEI 
John Butler     NEI 
Tom Gorman*     PPL 
Michael Fletcher*    AmericanEU – Callaway Plant 
John Lattner*     Southern Nuclear 
Paul Bemis*     PGE 
Walt Bush*     Constellation 
Nancy Chapman*    Bechtel Power Corporation 
James Hallenbeck*    Exelon Corporation 
Michael Richardson*    PGE/Stars 
Larry Young*     Entergy 
Lori Pots*     Entergy 
 
 
* Participated via phone or video conference
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Fire Protection Steering 
Committee Meeting

February 5, 2010
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Purpose

• To discuss the status and resolution of 
current fire protection topics with industry 
stakeholders
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Agenda

1. NFPA 805 Program 
1. Recent History
2. Current Activities
3. Path Forward 

2. Circuits and Manual Actions
1. Recent History
2. Current Activities
3. Path Forward

3. NRR Office Communications Initiative
4. Questions from Members of the Public
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1.1. NFPA 805 Program 
– Recent History

• Incorporated Pilot Lessons Learned
– Issued Regulatory Guide (RG) 1.205, 

Revision 1, in 12/2009
– Issued Standard Review Plan for NFPA 

805, NUREG-0800, Section 9.5.1.2, 
12/2009

• Issued interim postitions on all Fire PRA 
related

– 14 of 16 NUREG/CR-6850 FAQs closed
– 19 of 23 other FAQs closed
– Continue to hold monthly FAQ meetings

Slide 5 
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1.2. NFPA 805 –
Current Activities

• NRC responded to NEI on January 28, 2010, regarding 
fire PRA
– Pilots show reasonable results supportive of risk-informed 

decision making
– Adequate guidance for licensees to develop PRAs that are 

sufficiently realistic to implement NFPA 805 and other risk-
informed activities

– FAQ process continues to be available to support resolution of 
refinements

• NRC Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research (RES) and 
Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) staff have 
supplemented NUREG/CR-6850 to incorporate lessons 
learned and FAQ resolutions
– RES continues to engage EPRI to prioritize fire research 

activities
– Status of updating the fire events database

Slide 6 
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1.3. NFPA 805 –
Path Forward

• Harris safety evaluation
– Scheduled for completion by March 31, 2010

• Oconee safety evaluation
– Scheduled for completion by 3Q/4Q CY 2010

• SE and LAR Templates 
– NRC staff meeting monthly with NEI writing group
– SE template scheduled to be completed mid-May 

2010
– LAR template scheduled to be completed mid-May 

2010

• Plan to implement post-pilot inspection 
procedure at Harris early calendar year 2011
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2.1. Circuits and Manual 
Actions – Recent History

• NRC staff issued of Regulatory Guide 
1.189, Revision 2, with circuit 
methodology

• NEI issued of NEI 00-01, Revision 2, with 
industry implementing methodology

• NEI holding a workshop on fire-induced 
circuit failures, February 2010

• Enforcement discretion for fire-inducde
circuit failures under Enforcement 
Guidance Memorandum (EGM) 09-002, 
ends May 2010
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2.2. Circuits and Manual Actions 
– Current Activities

• Browns Ferry
– Staff issued recent Browns Ferry triennial 

inspection findings
– NRC staff evaluating implications of Browns 

Ferry findings

• NRC developing path forward to validate 
infrastructure for circuits and manual 
actions in accordance with SECY-09-
0161, Fire Protection Stabilization Plan

Slide 9 
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2.3. Circuits and Manual 
Actions – Path Forward

• NRC staff plans to validate guidance after 
May 2, 2010, at two sites concurrent with 
triennials

• NRC staff plans to validate licensee 
implementation of guidance beginning 
next triennial cycle, January 2011
– Revised inspection procedure should be 

available early 3rd calendar quarter 2010 to 
support January 2011 inspections

– Details and schedule under development
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3. NRR Office Initiatives

• Deputy Office Director plans to periodically 
communicate with utility executives about status of 
fire protection issues

– The first communication is planned to discuss status and 
progress on NFPA 805 transition

Slide 11 
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4. Questions from Members 
of the Public

• Questions from members of the public
• Adjournment
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