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December 16, 1997

Mr. James J. McGovern
President/Plant Manager
Cintichem, Inc.
P.O. Box 816
Tuxedo, New York 10987

Dear Mr. McGovern:

I am writing in response to your letter, dated December 3, 1997, requesting an amendment to
Condition H of your radioactive materials license. Condition H requires that Cintichem complete
decommissioning of its Tuxedo, New York, facility by December 31, 1997, unless good cause
can be shown, based on technical feasibility or risk reduction considerations to extend this
deadline. As discussed in your letter, all remediation work at the facility, including Cintichem's
final surveys and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's confirmatory surveys have been
completed. Currently, Cintichem is evaluating final waste disposition options for a small
quantity of mixed waste remaining from decommissioning activities, evaluating groundwater
monitoring information and completing remediation of those portions of the facility under the
regulatory control of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
(NYSDEC). You are requesting that the date in Condition H be extended indefinitely because
you cannot predict the actual date that the license will be terminated.

NRC staff typically requires that licensees include schedules for decommissioning projects in
decommissioning plans, which are approved as amendments to radioactive materials licenses,
to ensure that licensees complete the decommissioning of their facilities in a timely manner.
Cintichem has been actively decommissioning its Tuxedo, New York, facility since the approval
of the decommissioning plan in January 1992 and, as indicated above, has completed all of the
remedial activities associated with the decommissioning project. Based on these factors, the
NRC staff has concluded that it is appropriate to delete Condition H from your radioactive
materials license. Therefore, your license is amended to delete condition H. A copy of this
amendment is enclosed.

NRC staff has determined that this amendment is administrative and procedural in nature and
provides for: (I) no significant change in the types, or significant increase in the amounts of any
effluent that may be released off site; (ii) no significant increase in individual or cumulative
occupational radiation exposure; (iii) no significant construction impact; and (iv) no significant
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increase in the potential for, or consequences from radiological accidents. Therefore, in
accordance with 10 CFR 51.22(c)(1 1), neither an environmental assessment nor an
environmental impact statement is warranted for this action.

If you have any questions, please contact Dominick A. Orlando at (301) 415-6749.

Sincerely,

11, \ ~2f -> \
John W. N. Hickey, Chief
Low-Level Waste and Decommissioning
Projects Branch

Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards
License No. SNM-639
Docket No. 70-687

Enclosure: As stated
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[ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:]
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