
CINTICHEM, INC.
P.O. BOX 818

TUXEDO, NEW YORK 10987 [914] 351-2131

May 2, 1994

Ms. Maria Colavito
Director of Safety and Health
State of New York
Department of Labor
Division of Safety and Health
Gov. W. Averell Harriman
State Office Building Campus
Albany, NY 12240

Dear Ms. Colavito:

RE: NYSDOL License No. 0729-0322

The, information in this letter concerning the status of the
licensed activities under the referenced license is provided per
agreements reached in our meeting on April 19, 1994. The purpose
of this meeting was to discuss mutual concerns about the
decommissioning of licensed facilities on site and to clarify our
plans for the future disposition of all licensed facilities on
site. Copies of documents that are referenced in this letter
have been enclosed for convenience.

We believe that our plans for the decommissioning of the licensed
facilities on site have been communicated to all the cognizant
regulatory agencies (i.e. primarily USNRC, NYSDOL, and NYSDEC)
and they have been approved either explicitly or implicitly as
they have been proposed or subsequently modified. The recent
concern expressed by the NYSDOL about the progress of
decommissioning of the licensed facilities in building 4, that
are a minor part of the overall site effort, was unexpected and
we were a bit surprised to learn of it. A review of the record
regarding the disposition of the NYSDOL license and licensed
activities in building 4 is as follows:

- Cintichem's letter dated January 11, 1991 to the USNRC (cc:
NYSDOL) stated, in part, that licensed operations under the
NYSDOL license may continue beyond the decommissioning of the
reactor and hot laboratory facilities (buildings 1 and 2).
This letter was in response to specific questions from the
original Decommissioning Plan that was submitted to the
cognizant agencies in October 1990.
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- Cintichem's letter dated January 28, 1991 to the USNRC (cc:
NYSDOL) presented our contingency plans for waste management
in the event that access to the only operating waste
repository (i.e. Barnwell, SC) was denied to generators under
the provisions of the Federal Low Level Waste Policy Act. A
prime contingency plan is to store waste on site under
continuing State and, if necessary, Federal licenses.

- Cintichem's letter dated April 22, 1991 to NYSDOL stated that
licensed operations in building 4 would continue beyond the
decommissioning of buildings 1 and 2 and that the NYSDOL
license would not be terminated.

- The USNRC and NYSDOL approved the Decommissioning Plan, as
supplemented by the above referenced submissions, on November
21, 1991 and November 26, 1991 respectively.

- Early in 1993 there was a Tuxedo Town Board Meeting, attended
by USNRC, NYSDOL and NYSDEC, during which the Cintichem
decommissioning project was reviewed. The potential future
interim storage of waste on site was discussed and it was then
the general consensus that the waste would be stored under the
conditions of the NYSDOL By-product Materials license.

- Cintichem's letter to NYSDOL dated March 31, 1993 presented
our plan for interim storage of waste on site in the event
access to Barnwell, SC is denied in June 1994. This
submission was in response to NYSDOL's general inquiry to all
licensees.

It is evident from the above documentation that continuation of
the NYSDOL license has been planned since late 1990 and a review
of the recent history of licensed operations, we believe,
demonstrates this need. (A floor plan of building 4 has been
enclosed for convenient reference.)

Radiopharmaceutical production, under a Contract Manufacturing
Agreement with Amersham/Medi-Physics (MPI) was conducted in
building 4 from June 1990 until June 1993. Medi-Physics needed
this amount of time to prepare production facilities in their
plant in Illinois and to obtain appropriate regulatory licenses
and approvals to move the production of the Cintichem drug
products into their facilities. It was uncertain until the very
end of this contractual period whether this contract would be
renewed. We had been requested by MPI to propose terms for
extending this contract and we were awaiting their decision on
this extension until the end of May 1993. Resumption of
production at Cintichem was a possibility for a period after June
pending MPI's initial production experiences but this did not
happen. Although operations were transferred in June, work
continued in these facilities to complete the transfer of
inventory, equipment and documentation through December 1993.
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- Support activities for the reactor and hot laboratory
decommissioning started in the building 4 "G" area
laboratories in October 1992. It became essential to the site
decommissioning effort to develop the capability on site to
obtain quick analyses for Sr9O in water and soil samples. The
G-8, 9 and 10 laboratories were equipped to perform soil and
water sample preparation, and to perform chemical separations
to enable the completion of the analyses within a few days
from the time samples are taken. This capability is essential
for the efficient and safe conduct of the decommissioning
project. Without this capability, analyses of samples from
outside service laboratories would take weeks and sometimes
months to complete and cause unnecessary delays in the
completion of the decommissioning project. This capability
will be needed through the final surveys of buildings and
grounds.

- In late 1993 it became necessary to analyze for Pb in various
media from the decommissioning project. Many of these
specimens are potentially contaminated and the analytical
process for achieving Pb assays was set up in the G-3
laboratoryý.

- Preparation of QA standards for strontium and gamma-emitter
assays and preparation of samples for unique Health Physics
assays to support the D&D operation are done in the hood of
Gl.

- As the cleanup progressed in buildings 1 and 2 it became
necessary to move the waste drum shipment staging function
into the building 4 loading dock area. This general area is
also being used to store scrap lead for eventual
characterization and processing for either recycle or storage
until a facility is made available for disposal.

- Currently, the low level counting laboratory for all routine
decommissioning surveys and environmental samples is located
in building 3. If it becomes necessary to store waste in
building 3, the low-level counting functions would have to be
relocated to building 4 due to the requirement for low
background radiation.

- Currently, all survey instruments are being calibrated in
building 3. This function would also have to be relocated in
building 4 if building 3 is dedicated to waste storage.

In summary, we are currently using G-1, G-3, G8 through 10 and
the loading dock areas of building 4 for conducting important
operations in direct support of the site decommissioning project.
These areas have exhaust ventilation and drainage plumbing in
common with other, currently dormant, areas of building 4. These
ventilation and liquid drainage systems are required to maintain
these support services while preventing releases to the environ-
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ment. If decommissioning work were to start at this time on
these systems, it would interfere with the overall site
project.

Notwithstanding the use of some areas in building 4 for
decommissioning support work over the past 18 months, some
decommissioning activities have been completed in this building.

- Contaminated equipment and furnishings have been removed from
"J" and "H" area rooms. The cleanup of these areas is
essentially complete pending final surveys.

- Contaminated equipment and some furnishings have been removed
from the "G" area laboratories and the Mo99/Tc99m radioisotope
generator production areas on the west side of the first
floor.

- Approximately 1000 ft 3 of waste have been removed from
building 4 for disposal.

- A characterization and scoping survey was conducted to
determine the extent of the remaining decommissioning.
requirements. The summary of this scoping survey was
submitted to the NYSDOL in our letter dated March 4, 1994.

These initial decommissioning tasks were conducted per the
"Building 4 D&D Plan Outline" (JJMcG/096.93D) that was developed
in July 1993. Further work would require more detailed plans and
procedures that, if undertaken at this time, would divert
technical staff efforts away from the main decommissioning
project which is at the maximum level of effort at this stage of
the project and would result in needless delays. Furthermore any
actual decommissioning work in building 4 at this time would
interfere with the aforementioned support functions. Clearly the
major concern for decommissioning the site should remain focused
on finishing the cleanup of the reactor and hot lab facilities
before doing further work in building 4. An appreciation of this
need may be realized by comparing the scope of this effort to
that of the work remaining in building 4. The waste volume from
the reactor and hot laboratory project will total in excess of
100,000 ft3 and the remaining effort in building 4 will produce
less than 500 ft 3 . The source term in buildings 1 and 2 was >
4,000 Ci's while the source term in building 4 is << 1 Ci.

The current overall plan for finishing the site decommissioning
calls for the major cleanup work in the reactor and hot
laboratory to be completed during the fourth quarter of 1994
baring any future unanticipated complications. Final surveys of
these structures and adjacent grounds should be finished during
the first quarter of 1995. The final cleanup of building 4 can
commence at this time if there is no further requirement to
continue licensed activities on site. The decommissioning of
building 4 will be conducted per the enclosed general Building 4
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D&D Plan Outline as supplemented by more detailed specific
procedures for cleanup tasks and surveys.

It is uncertain at this time about our continued access to the
waste repository in Barnwell, SC. Waste generators in States
outside of the SE Compact are scheduled to loose access July 1 of
this year unless an extention is granted by South Carolina and
the SE Compact. Generators in New York are particularly
vulnerable to an embargo because of the lack of real progress by
the State to comply with the Federal LLWPA. We had intended to
file a license amendment application to reduce the authorized
possession limit and to more accurately reflect the current
licensed activities. Since the decision on the Barnwell site is
due within the next 60 days we believe that it is reasonable to
delay this amendment application until then because it will have
a direct bearing on future operations on the Cintichem site.

The list of current Cintichem, Inc. Officers and Directors is
also enclosed per your request during our April 19th meeting.

Cintichem is committed to the ultimate decommissioning of any
facilities that are not needed for future licensed activities.
The extent of resources spent to date and committed for the
completion of this project provides substantial evidence of this
commitment.

Very truly yours,

Jý ýGovern
President/Plant Manager
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Enclosures

cc: R. Aldrich (w/enclosures)
N. Orlando (w/o enclosures)
P. Merges (w/o enclosures)
J. Adler (w/o enclosures)
R. Meyers (w/o enclosures)
F. Morse (w/o enclosures)
M. Stadler (w/o enclosures)
E. Truskowski (w/o enclosures)
P. Yachmetz (w/o enclosures)
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