
CINTICHEM, INC.
P.O. 80X 8E16

TUXEDO, NEW YORK 10987 [914] 351-2131

November 20, 1991

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Mail Stop P1-37
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Gentlemen,

Cintichem is still in a transitional period between
normal operations, which ceased in February, 1990, and the
approval of our Decommissioning Plan which is anticipated in
the near future. While in this transitional period, with the
reactor secured (ie. defuelled) and Hot Lab production ceased,
it has become difficult or impossible to perform certain items
required by our technical specifications.

Two of these items were identified and reported in a
December 7, 1990 letter. In accordance with a phone
conversation with Mr. Mike Austin (Radiation Specialist,
Effluents Radiation Protection Section) on November 27, 1990,
this letter serves to identify a third item. It is our
understanding from the above conversation that this form of
identification is sufficient, considering our current
operational status, to address these matters.

ITEM #3: Cintichem's technical specifications, (section 4.4,
Radiation Monitoring System Surveillance),
indicates that a Stack Monitor calibration is
required on annual basis. The Stack Monitor is
defined in section 3.4 and table 3.3 to consist of
particulate, gas, and iodine detectors.

The annual calibration of our Stack Monitor
iodine and gas detectors requires the use of
radioactive 1-131 and Xe-133 gas respectfully.
These isotopes no longer exist in the Reactor and
Hot Laboratory nor are they produced at our
facility, making annual calibrations of these
detectors unnecessary. An analysis of 1-131 present
in all of our reactor fuel elements was provided in
the.December 7, 1990 submittal. The Xenon level
would be significantly lower due to it's shorter
half life.
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The purchase of radioactive materials, in
order to perform these calibrations, is highly
undesirable and counterproductive to our
decommissioning goals. Once our Decommissioning
Plan is approved, only a particulate monitor is
required on this system.

An annual calibration of our Stack Monitor
particulate detector has been performed and will
continue as indicated in the Cintichem
Decommissioning Plan. Annual calibration of the
iodine and gas detectors has been discontinued.

Should our direction towards decommissioning change and
plans for refuelling the reactor developed, these tests will
be performed and applicable tech. spec. conditions satisfied.

Nuclear Project Engin
/Reactor Supervisor

cc: Ted Michaels
Tom Dragoun


