March 1, 2010

MEMORANDUM TO: Gregory Hatchett, Branch Chief
Environmental Projects Branch 1
Division of Site and Environmental Reviews

FROM: Mark Notich, Senior Project Manager /RA/
Environmental Projects Branch 1
Division of Site and Environmental Reviews

SUBJECT: DISCUSSION WITH THE U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS,
SAVANNAH DISTRICT, CONCERNING THEIR PARTICIPATION
IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SUPPLEMENTAL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE COMBINED
OPERATING LICENSE FOR THE VOGTLE ELECTRIC
GENERATING PLANT, UNITS 3 AND 4

On September 21, 2009, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) held a discussion
with representatives from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), Savannah District, to
discuss the Corps’ participation in the development of a supplemental environmental impact
statement (SEIS) for the combined operating license (COL) for the Vogtle Electric Generating
Plant (VEGP), Units 3 and 4.

Participating for the Corps was Carol Bernstein, Chief, Coastal Branch, Regulatory Division,
Savannah District. Participating for the NRC was Mark Notich, Senior Environmental Project
Manager, NRO/DSER/RAP1.

The discussion began with Mr. Notich summarizing the decision issued on August 17, 2009, by
the Atomic and Safety Licensing Board (ASLB) for the VEGP early site permit (ESP). The
ASLB decision concluded that the staff's environmental findings were adequately supported and
that matters analyzed in the final environmental impact statement (FEIS) for the ESP have been
resolved. Mr. Notich also stated that the NRC staff is now reviewing the VEGP COL application,
which references the VEGP ESP. In accordance with 10 CFR Part 52, the NRC staff in a
proceeding for a COL application referencing an ESP, is required to prepare an SEIS to the
FEIS that was prepared for the referenced ESP.

Also, in accordance with 10 CFR Part 52, the impacts of construction and operation of the
facility that were resolved in the proceeding for the ESP have finality at the COL stage and are
not re-analyzed by the NRC staff unless “new and significant” information has been identified.
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The NRC and the Corps discussed the new and significant information audit that was planned
for September 29 to October 1, 2009, at the VEGP Site in Waynesboro, Georgia. The Corps
were invited to participate.

The NRC staff explained that the environmental review for the COL is required to focus on new
and significant information. It was noted that this focus will also control the extent to which the
NRC staff can examine environmental issues that the Corps would need to evaluate if Southern
Nuclear Operating Company (SNC) submits permit applications to the Savannah District (such
as Section 404 permits). It was agreed that new and significant information may be identified if
SNC decides to conduct dredging activities in the Federal Navigation Channel on the Savannah
River. Particularly in that situation, it was agreed that the NRC would engage in further
discussions with the Corps concerning the review of that information in the COL SEIS.

Based on these considerations, the Corps indicated that at this time the appropriate approach is
for the Corps to be a coordinating agency with the NRC on the SEIS for the VEGP COL. The
Corps would therefore anticipate preparing its own supplemental case document for those
permit applications that the Corps currently expects SNC to submit. The NRC staff and the
Savannah District staff agreed to keep each other informed of activities and issues as they arise
so that both agencies continue to have current project information.
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