
NRC QUICK LOOK AND FINAL FOREIGN TRAVEL REPORT 

Subject: Technical Meeting (TM) for Revision (REV) 5 drafting of INFCIRC 225 Physical 
Protection of Nuclear Materials and Nuclear Facilities 

Dates of travel and Countries/Organizations Visited: 
February 16-19, 2010. IAEA, Vienna, Austria 

Author, Title, and Agency Affiliation: 
Albert Tardiff, Senior Security Specialist 
Fuel Cycle and Transportation Security Branch 
Division of Security Policy 
Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response (NSIR) 

Desired Outcome: 
Provide input in such a manner that the document continues to provide a foundation of 
protection measures for nuclear material and nuclear facilities. Ensure the document is 
in alignment with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) regulations and 
acceptable to be applied to U.S. nuclear material being protected in another country. 

Results Achieved: 
During the TM the US Delegation was successful in influencing the discussion of the 
document so that the document was aligned with the US positions, except for the 
transportation security chapter. 

The draft text for transportation security required the most changes to be in alignment 
with U.S. position.  The draft changes proposed by the U.S. were agreed upon by 
several, but not all, of the representatives of the Transportation Working Group for 
INFCIRC 225, before the changes were presented to the Technical Meeting participants. 

The document, with the changes as result of the TM, was approved for the 120-day 
Member State review. 

NRC and NSIR participation in this process should continue to ensure: 1) that any 
potential negative impacts on the NRC security policy are avoided and 2) nuclear 
material and nuclear facilities have adequate physical protection measures described for 
them in the revised INFCIRC 225 recommendations document. 

Summary of Trip: 
The TM Group consisted of 70 representatives from 42 countries (country-list here is not 
all inclusive) : Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Croatia, 
Cuba, Egypt, Indonesia, Israel, Iran, Italy, Finland, France, Germany, Japan, Republic of 
Korea, Czech Republic, Lithuania, Mexico, Poland, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 
Russian Federation, Switzerland, Sweden, Argentina, South Africa, Spain, India, Turkey, 
Ukraine, U.K., United Arab Emirates, Pakistan and the U.S.  The U.S. members at the 
meeting, including the NRC, were the U.S. Department of State (DOS), the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) - Nuclear National Security Administration (NNSA), Sandia 
National Laboratories and Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) staff.  Attendee list 
that was given to attendees at the beginning of the meeting is at Enclosure 1. 



The document will have two titles: 1) REV 5 of INFCIRC 225 and 2) IAEA Nuclear 
Security Series Recommendations for Nuclear Material and Facilities. 

The meeting outcome was partially achieved in making the document in alignment with 
the NRC regulations and making a more technically correct and comprehensive 
document over REV 4.  Transportation security measures depicted in the current draft 
dated January 26, 2010 were identified by NRC subject matter experts to be too 
stringent for the subject category of nuclear material prior to the TM.  Through the 
coordination with the ORNL representative of the Transportation Working Group of the 
INFCIRC 225 rev 5 effort; a comprehensive set of comments were developed before the 
TM. The ORNL representative collaborated with several of the other international 
members of the Transportation Security Working Group before the final set of comments 
were presented to the TM attendees.  Due to most of the international delegates not 
having their transportation security subject matter experts attend the meeting, most of 
the comments to revise the transportation security chapter were rejected by the TM. 

An open meeting was proposed in the time frame of August 2010 to gain consensus on 
the document after the 120-day Member State comment is completed. Path forward to 
resolve the transportation security chapter remaining issues will be to work with the 
entire Transportation Security Working Group to establish comments as soon as 
possible before the end of the 120-day review.  To work on gaining a consensus on the 
chapter, prior to the final TM for the 225 document, international 
coordination/collaboration will be pursued using a protocol agreed upon by the NRC, 
DOS and NNSA INFCIRC 225 active participants. 

The meeting outcome was a success with respect to a deletion of the “generic section” 
of the guide being developed.  In addition, the document prepared for the TM  
(Enclosure 4) rescinded the requirement for searches to be conducted prior to entrance 
to a vital area.  Rescinding the vital area portal search requirement is consistent with 
NRC regulations. 

Next Steps: 
Continue coordinating through the INFCIRC interagency working group, to develop the 
path forward actions to build the Revision 5 of INFCIRC 225 and attend interagency 
INFCIRC Rev. 5 meetings to be held before the next meeting in (about) August 2010. 

Policy Issues: None. 

Contact Information: 
Albert Tardiff 
(301) 415-7015 
Al.Tardiff@nrc.gov 

Enclosures: 
Enclosure 1-Attendee list  
Enclosure 2-Draft Chair Report 
Enclosure 3-Draft Annex C  
Enclosure 4-Draft 225 Rev 5 dated January 26, 2010 

“On the Margins”: None. 
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