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D ear Mir . Thearne: 

As members of the New York Cituy Council, we are deeply concerned With matters affecting the health end safety of our constituents.  Accordingly, we have considerable interest in the decisions 'issued on February 11, 1980 by Harold Denton, Director of Nuclear Reactor Regulation with rega rd to Indian Point a'id th-e detailed pet-ition subited by the .Un ion of Concerned Scientists.  

While Director Denton's recommendations are a small step in impDle-nigsafety mesuresithey appear to be too little end over too l-ong a poeriod of time to assuage the fears of the residents, of New, York CitUy who live within a fifrtyumile radius of Indian Pomnt,aenc.  f1ace en impossible evacuation situation. As indicated by, N..C Comnmissioner Gilmnsky "the Commission is ti-p-toeinig around its re sponsibilities when it should be confronting- them directly"?.  

The N.R.C. staff estimates that.Indian Point and Zion contribute forty percent of the natioils nuclear power plant accident risk.  Therefore we have serious aQ.uestions as to whether the Indian Point pClant should remain operative while basic safety measures are not yet in place. According to Commissioner GilinskybaeupnNRC 
staff assessment there seems to be agreement that "IndianPoint.  
site would not be acceptable by todays standards"t 

Therefore we would-urge: (1) that the Commssi .on establish a safety and licensing board to conduct immediate formal heaig wih subpeonaing of documents end public participcation: (2) that one of -the 11earin-s t"ULke place in New Yor"k City; (~that the N.R.C. commissioners, upon review of tu-he factual record, decide whether the Indian Point.plant can continue to operate with undue risk to the public; (4) that serious consideration be given to sus-pension of -Dlent operations during the -review and decision making proes 
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We apcreciate this opport=mity to respo-nd to yo,-, reuest for comnen1001 an oIfor-ward toparticipatinp, in -Drovidn grae ser-vice and, sa fet to or citygrate 
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