March 22, 2010

Frederick (Ted) Schiffley, BWROG Chairman
Exelon Generation Co., LLC.

Cornerstone Il at Cantera

4300 Winfield Road

Warrenville, IL 60555

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO THE BOILING WATER REACTORS OWNER’S GROUP
REQUEST TO EXTEND THE COMMENT PERIOD FOR DRAFT REGULATORY
GUIDE - 1199

Dear Mr. Schiffley:

By letter dated January 6, 2010, the Boiling Water Reactor Owner’s Group (BWROG) requested
an extension of the public comment period for Draft Regulatory Guide — 1199 (DG-1199),
“Alternative Radiological Source Terms for Evaluating Design Basis Accidents at Nuclear Power
Reactors,” Agencywide Documents Access and Management Systems (ADAMS) Accession No.
ML090960464, open from October 14, 2009, to January 13, 2010. The extension request
stated that, in order to gain an understanding of the implications and potential consequences of
the proposed revision, the BWROG will need to perform a detailed review of the Staff’s research
supporting the proposed changes to modeling of the main steamline isolation valve (MSIV)
leakage. The January 6, 2010, letter also included a request for the MELCOR input decks
supporting the boiling water reactor (BWR) MSIV leakage analyses.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff has reviewed the stated basis for the request
to extend the public comment period. Based upon this review, the staff has determined it will
not extend the public comment period for the reasons discussed below.

On October 9, 2010, the staff released the technical basis for the proposed DG-1199 MSIV
modeling changes to the public in a Sandia National Laboratories Report, SAND2008-6601,
“Analysis of Main Steam Isolation Valve Leakage in Design Basis Accidents Using MELCOR
1.8.6 and RADTRAD,” ADAMS Accession No. ML083180196. On November 16, 2010, the staff
held a full day public workshop that included a presentation on the proposed MSIV modeling
changes, including an extensive discussion of the role of the supporting MELCOR work. Based
on its review of the request by the BWROG, the staff has determined that no substantive issues
with the staff's research were identified as the basis for extending the public comment period.
Additionally, the staff believes that an extended period of time has been provided to provide
comments on the proposed guidance. Further, the staff anticipates future communications with
the industry prior to issuance of the final guidance.

The staff also considered the request to provide the MELCOR decks to the BWROG. Because
these decks are based in part on the Peach Bottom and Grand Gulf plants, the staff determined
this information cannot be provided directly to the BWROG. The staff recently released the
decks directly to Grand Gulf and Peach Bottom as an alternative.
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The staff will consider comments received after January 13, 2010, up to the date of issuance of
this letter. Please note that the staff is able to ensure consideration only for comments received
on or before March 22, 2010. Although a time limit is given, comments and suggested
improvements in connection with items for inclusion in guides under development or published
guides are encouraged at any time.

Respectfully,

/RA/

Travis L. Tate, Chief

Accident Dose Branch

Division of Risk Assessment

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure:
External cc list
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Hope Creek Generating Station
P.O. Box 236

Hancocks Bridge, NJ 08038
paul.davison@pseg.com

Mr. Dennis Madison

Hatch Vice President

Southern Nuclear Operating Co.
11028 Hatch Parkway North
Baxley, GA 31515-2010
drmadiso@southernco.com

Mr. James F. Klapproth
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