June 26, 1995

Mr. Leslie Hill, Jr
Resident Manager
New York Power Authority (NYPA)

" Indian Point 3 Nuclear Power P]ant ; - : :
Post Office Box 215 . R L
Buchanan, New York 10511 ' ‘ R L -

- SUBJECT: NRC INSPECTION REPORT NO. 50—285/95-05
Dear Mr. Hill: '

~This refers to the safety inspection conducted by Messrs. D. Lew, T. Frye,
R. Rasmussen and others of this office, from April 18, 1995, through May 29, - ST
1995. The inspection included a review of activities author1zed for the o :
Indian Point 3 Nuclear Power Plant, Buchanan, New York. At the conclusion of
the inspection, the findings were dlscussed w1th _you and members of your staff
at an exit meeting on June 2, 1995

Th1s 1nspect1on was directed toward areas 1mportant to public hea]th and :
safety. - Areas examined are identified in the enclosed report. Within these
~areas, the inspection consisted of selective examinations of procedures and
‘ -representatwe records, interviews with personnel, and observations of
activities in progress. The purpose of the inspection was to determine
whether activities authorized by the license were conducted safe]y and in o
accordance with NRC requ1rements o

Overall the act1v1t1es observed were effect1ve in assur1ng the safe operation ;
of the Indian Point 3 Nuclear Power Plant. During the period, your staff i
demonstrated a good questioning attitude and safety focus. The most notable ' :
were the identifications of a reactor flange outer o-ring leak, which was ' f
leaking at about 1/100th of a gallon per minute, and a pin hole leak in a :
safety system instrument line, which was not detectable by dye penetrant ]
testing. Your aggressive pursuit of these indications and subsequent ;
resolution of the deficiencies were conservat1ve and ref]ected a high emphas1s ' o
on safety. : :

We noted your excellent response to severa] equ1pment problems. The residual

heat removal system instrument line was repa1red within the Timiting condition

for operation (LCO) time frame, and the engineering analyses provided a sound

safety basis for perform1ng the repair in the hot shutdown condition. The

repairs to a service water system valve and a charging system valve were :
performed in a fraction of the a]lowed LCO t1mes of 12 hours and 24 hours, ;
respect1ve1y “ . , , i

~ A violation was 1dent1f1ed for an inoperable reactor protection system tra1n B
relay for the 33 steam generator lo-lo level signal. Your programmatic review
: of surveillance procedures identified the 1nadequate testing of this relay,
and you appropriately revised the procedure prior to use. We consider your
identification of this re]ay problem to be an examp]e of the improvements made
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. Leslie Hill, Jr. S
~ during the outage. In accordance with the prov151ons of 10 CFR Part. 2
Appendix C, sect1on VII.B.2, this v1o]at1on w11] not be c1ted

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC s "Rules of Practice,” a copy of
this Tetter and its enc]osure will be placed in the NRC Pub11c Document Room
~ (PDR). - _ .

Your cooperation is appreeiated.

Sincerely,

Original Signed by:

Curtis J. Cowg111 III, Ch1ef
Projects Branch No. 1
Division of Reactor Projects

Docket No. 50-286
: Enc]osurei NRC Region 1 Inspeetion Report No. 50-286/95-05

cc w/encl: : ' ‘ PR
. Freeman, President -
"R. Schoenberger, Chief 0perat1ng 0ff1cer -

Cahill, Jr., Executive Vice President and Chief Nuclear Off1cer
. Jos1ger, Vice President - Nuclear Operations .-
Kelly, Vice President - Regulatory Affairs and Special Projects
Dougherty, Vice President - Nuclear Engineering ‘
Deasy, Vice President Appraisal and Compliance Services
Patch, Director - Quality Assurance
W11verd1ng, Manager, Nuclear Safety Eva]uat1on
Goldstein, Assistant General Counsel
Faison, D1rector Nuclear Licensing
. Donahue, Mayor, V111age of Buchanan
. Jackson, Nuclear Safety and Licensing Manager (Con Ed) :
. Donaldson, Esquire, Assistant Attorney General, New York Department of Law
Cha1rman, Standing Committee on Energy, NYS Assembly
Chairman, Standing Committee on Environmental Conservation, NYS Assembly
E. Nul]et Executive Chair, Four County Nuclear Safety Committee
Chairman, Committee on Corporations, Authorities, and Commissions
Robert D. Pollard, Union of Concerned Scientists o : '
The Honorable Sandra Galef, NYS Assembly ‘
Director, Energy & Water D1v1s1on Department of Public Serv1ce, State of

New York o

A. Song, Assistant Secretary to the Governor
F. Valentino, President, New York State Energy Research

' and Development Author1ty
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Distribution w/encl: -
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W. Dean, OEDO (WMD)

" N. Conicella, NRR

-T. Marsh, NRR
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Inspectlon Program Branch, NRR (IPAS)
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