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Dear Mr. Russell:

The Authority requests discretionary enforcement for Indian

Point 3 Technical Specification (T/S) 3.7.B.1 The Limiting
Condition of Operation (LCO) for this T/S allows one of three
Emergency Diesel Generators (EDG’s) to remain inoperable for up to
72 hours. The requested relief would provide an additional four day
period beyond the existing 72 hour LCO which expires at 0549 hours
on August 20, 1988, as detailed below. As discussed in Attachment
1, plant operation subsequent to the granting of this request would
not create a significant hazard to public health and safety and is
justified on technical merit.

On August 17, 1988, at 0549 hours, the No. 32 EDG was taken out of

service to perform routine preventive maintenance. Following these

activities, the EDG was retested. During the retest, the EDG

failed. Preliminary investigation of the failure has revealed a

problem with the surge suppressor in the EDG excitation circuit of

the voltage regulator. The EDG manufacturer (ALCO) and its"
electrical subcontractors were contacted to obtain a replacement

suppressor which is not a stock item at IP3. This particular

component is not readily available and must be specially fabricated.

A new surge suppressor will not be available until August 19, 1988.
The current 72 hour LCO does not allow sufficient time to perform

the necessary repairs and testing to restore EDG No. 32 to an

operable status. As such, an extension of the allowed out of

service time is requested until 0549 hours on Wednesday, August 24,

1988. '
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This enforcement discretion is intended to permit the authority to
implement a one time delay of up to seven days before implementing
the action statement of T/S 3.7.C which requires the plant to be
placed in hot shutdown within 6 hours and cold shutdown within the
following 30 hours. This applies only to the repair and return of
operability of No. 32 EDG.

Your timely assistance is requested, via a verbal approval of this
request by 5:00 PM, Friday, August 19, 1988, in order to avert an
unnecessary plant shutdown as detailed in Attachment 1.

Should you or your staff have any questions regarding th1s matter,
please contact Mr. J. Schivera of my staff

Very truly yours,

WAJ: jem

cc: Resident Inspector’s Office
Indian Point Unit 3
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.0. Box 337
Buchanan, New York 10511

Document Control Desk (originmal)
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comm1ss1on
Main Station P1-137

Washington, D.C. 20555
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Attachment I

Justification for Discretionary Enforcement

The Indian Point 3 electrical system design provides a diversity of
power supplies. The enforcement discretion for T/S LCO 3.7.B.1 to
extend the 72 hour limiting condition of operation to 7 days is
justified based on this diversity. The independent offsite sources
of emergency power available to IP-3 include two 138 kV feeders from
the Buchanan 138 kV ring bus and the two 13.8 kV underground feeders
from Buchanan. Only one 138 kV and one 13.8 kV feeder are required
by plant Technical Specifications. There are also two 26 MW gas
turbine generators at the Buchanan Substation and a 21 MW gas
turbine generator located on the Indian Point site, providing a
completely independent supply from the rest of the offsite system.
Procedures exist between the Authority and Con Edison for the
starting of the gas turbines.

If the power sources described above are unavailable, there are
emergency power sources on the IP-3 site. These include the three
emergency diesel generators (of which one is the subject of this
Enforcement Discretion) and an alternate onsite source of power for
safe shutdown loads via the Appendix R diesel generator (D/G). The
three EDG. sets feed the 480 volt safeguard buses directly. The
Appendix R diesel generator, rated 2.5 MW, can feed any 480 volt
safequard bus via the appropriate 6.9 kV bus.

Any two EDG units feeding their respective 480 volt bus, as a backup
to the normal standby AC power supply, are capable of sequentially
starting and supplying the power requirement of one minimum required
set of safequards equipment. The No. 31 and 33 EDG’s are highly
reliable emergency power sources to accomplish this objective. The
No. 31 EDG has had 269 successful starts and the No. 33 EDG has had
266 successful starts since 1980. No failures have been observed
during this time period. The high reliability of the Indian Point
3 diesel generators has been documented in NUREG/CR-4557 "Review of
Issues Related to Improving Nuclear Power Plant Diesel Generator
Reliability."

Because of the reliability and diversity of the power supplies
described above, the increase in allowable out of service time for
D/G 32 is justified. As additional compensating measures during the
four days requested the Authority will: '

1. Maintéin the additional 138 kV and 13.8 kV feeders
in an operable status.

2. Maintain the Appendix R diesel generator in an_oberab]e
status. .




