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PMVogtleCOLPEm Resource

From: Katrina Morris [Katrina.Morris@dnr.state.ga.us]
Sent: Monday, December 21, 2009 11:22 AM
To: Sutton, Mallecia
Cc: Matt Elliott
Subject: Re: FW: GDNR email Vogtle COL
Attachments: ir_12784.pdf

Hi Mallecia, 
Please see attached letter regarding the Vogtle COL.  Let me know if you have any questions. 
Thanks, 
Trina 
 
Trina Morris, Wildlife Biologist 
Environmental Review Coordinator 
Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources 
Nongame Conservation Section 
2065 U.S. Hwy. 278 S.E. 
Social Circle, GA  30025-4743 
Ph: 770-918-6411 or 706-557-3032 
Fax: 706-557-3033 
katrina.morris@dnr.state.ga.us 
http://georgiawildlife.dnr.state.ga.us/ 
 
Wild about wildlife? Sign up for Georgia Wild, DNR's free e-newsletter about all things nongame, from animals 
to habitats. Click here to subscribe (or paste this link into your browser): 
http://www.georgiawildlife.com/enewsletters.aspx  
 
>>> "Sutton, Mallecia" <Mallecia.Sutton@nrc.gov> 12/15/09 1:07 PM >>> 
 
 
Dear Matt: 
 
Thanks for taking time out of your busy schedule to participate on the phone call held Tuesday, December 8 
with the environmental staff working on the Vogtle COL application.  As mentioned on the phone, the NRC staff 
is currently reviewing an application submitted by Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc. (SNC) for a 
combined license (COL) for construction and operation of two new nuclear power plants at the Vogtle Electric 
Generating Plant (VEGP) site in Burke County, Georgia.   NRC is preparing a supplement to their 2008 Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) that was prepared to support the decision to grant an Early Site Permit 
(ESP) to Southern for the VEGP site.  NRC is particularly interested in any new Georgia state-listed species 
information in the vicinity of the VEGP site and the associated proposed transmission line macrocorridor. 
 
Attached are: 
 
1.  Shapefiles for the boundary of the VEGP site and the transmission line macrocorridor. 
 
2.  Tables 2-3 through 2-6 and Tables 2-9 and 2-10 from the ESP EIS.  These tables provide lists of terrestrial 
and aquatic Federally and State-listed species within 10 miles of the VEGP site in Burke County and listed 
species in the counties crossed by the proposed transmission corridor (Burke, McDuffie, Jefferson, and 
Warren) as of 2007. 
 
We would appreciate it if you would please provide an updated list of the Georgia state-listed species or verify 
that there have been no changes.  In addition, we would appreciate any new information you have on the 
occurrences of federally-listed species in the vicinity of Vogtle and the proposed transmission corridor. 
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If you have any questions, I can be reached by email or phone. 
 
Thanks for your assistance 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
Mallecia Sutton 
U.S.Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Two White Flint North 
11545 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852-27388 
Mailstop:T7E18 
301-415-0673 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Hearing Identifier:  Vogtle_COL_Public  
Email Number:  389  
 
Mail Envelope Properties   (4B2F5A42020000F100016182)  
 
Subject:   Re: FW: GDNR email Vogtle COL  
Sent Date:   12/21/2009 11:21:38 AM  
Received Date:  12/21/2009 11:22:18 AM  
From:    Katrina Morris 
 
Created By:   Katrina.Morris@dnr.state.ga.us 
 
Recipients:     
"Matt Elliott" <Matt.Elliott@dnr.state.ga.us>  
Tracking Status: None  
"Sutton, Mallecia" <Mallecia.Sutton@nrc.gov>  
Tracking Status: None 
 
Post Office:   dnr-gwia1.DNR.State.Ga.US  
 
Files     Size      Date & Time  
MESSAGE    2695      12/21/2009 11:22:18 AM  
ir_12784.pdf    161555  
 
Options  
Priority:     Standard   
Return Notification:    No   
Reply Requested:    No   
Sensitivity:     Normal  
Expiration Date:      
Recipients Received:     
  



 CHRIS CLARK DAN FORSTER 
COMMISSIONER DIRECTOR

�

NONGAME CONSERVATION SECTION 
2065 U.S. HIGHWAY 278 S.E. | SOCIAL CIRCLE, GEORGIA 30025-4743 

770.918.6411 or 706.557.3032 | FAX 706.557.3033 | WWW.GEORGIAWILDLIFE.COM 

December 17, 2009        

Mallecia Sutton 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Two White Flint North 
111545 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD   20852-27388 
Mailstop: T7E18 
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Dear Ms. Sutton: 

This is in response to your request of December 15, 2009.  According to our records, within the 
VEGP Boundary and the Transmission Line Macrocorridor there are the following Natural 
Heritage Database occurrences:  

Scientific Name Common Name Status Counties 

Ambystoma tigrinum tigrinum Eastern Tiger Salamander   Jefferson, Mcduffie

GA Ceratiola ericoides Sandhill Rosemary ST Burke 

Desmognathus auriculatus Southern Dusky Salamander   Burke 

GA Geomys pinetis Southeastern Pocket Gopher ST Burke 

GA Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle ST Mcduffie 

Passerina ciris Painted Bunting   Burke 

Passerina ciris Painted Bunting   Burke 

Passerina ciris Painted Bunting   Burke 

Passerina ciris Painted Bunting   Burke 

GA Stewartia malacodendron Silky Camellia SR Burke 
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Boggy Gut Creek [High Priority Stream]  
Brier Creek [High Priority Stream]  
Brushy Creek [High Priority Stream]  
McBean Creek [High Priority Stream]  
Reedy Creek [High Priority Stream]  
Sandy Run Creek [High Priority Stream]  
Savannah River [High Priority Stream]  
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 US Acipenser brevirostrum (Shortnose Sturgeon) approx. 1.0 mi. NE of site in the Savannah 

River 
   US Acipenser brevirostrum (Shortnose Sturgeon) approx. 10 mi. NW of site in the Savannah 

River 
   US Acipenser brevirostrum (Shortnose Sturgeon) approx. 4.0 mi. N of site in the Savannah 

River 
   US Acipenser brevirostrum (Shortnose Sturgeon) approx. 5 mi. N of site in the Savannah 

River 
   US Acipenser brevirostrum (Shortnose Sturgeon) approx. 6 mi. N of site in the Savannah 

River 
    Acipenser oxyrinchus oxyrinchus (Atlantic Sturgeon) [HISTORIC?] approx. 4.0 mi. N of 

site in the Savannah River 
    Ambystoma tigrinum tigrinum (Eastern Tiger Salamander) [HISTORIC] approx. 8 mi. S 

of site  
    Cp mesic broadleaf decid.-broadleaf ever. forest (Coastal Plain Mesic Ravine Forest) 

approx. 4.0 mi. S of site  
    Cp mesic broadleaf decid.-broadleaf ever. forest (Coastal Plain Mesic Ravine Forest) 

approx. 3.5 mi. S of site  
    Cp mesic broadleaf decid.-broadleaf ever. forest (Coastal Plain Mesic Ravine Forest) 

approx. 4.0 mi. S of site  
    Desmognathus auriculatus (Southern Dusky Salamander) approx. 8 mi. W of site  
    Dryopteris celsa (Log Fern) approx. 7 mi. S of site  
   GA Enneacanthus chaetodon (Blackbanded Sunfish) approx. 10 mi. E of site in unnamed 

tributary #3 
   GA Enneacanthus chaetodon (Blackbanded Sunfish) approx. 5 mi. E of site in Pen Branch 
    Etheostoma fricksium (Savannah Darter) approx. 3.5 mi. S of site in High Head Branch 
    Etheostoma fricksium (Savannah Darter) approx. 10 mi. E of site in Meyers Branch 
    Etheostoma fricksium (Savannah Darter) approx. 8 mi. E of site in Steel Creek 
    Etheostoma fricksium (Savannah Darter) approx. 8 mi. NE of site in Pen Branch 
    Etheostoma fricksium (Savannah Darter) approx. 9 mi. E of site in Meyers Branch 
    Etheostoma fricksium (Savannah Darter) approx. 9 mi. N of site in Upper Three Runs 
    Etheostoma serrifer (Sawcheek Darter) approx. 1.5 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Etheostoma serrifer (Sawcheek Darter) approx. 4.0 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Etheostoma serrifer (Sawcheek Darter) approx. 4.0 mi. SE of site in the Savannah River 
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    Etheostoma serrifer (Sawcheek Darter) approx. 5 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Etheostoma serrifer (Sawcheek Darter) approx. 6 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Etheostoma serrifer (Sawcheek Darter) approx. 7 mi. SE of site in the Savannah River 
    Etheostoma serrifer (Sawcheek Darter) approx. 8 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Etheostoma serrifer (Sawcheek Darter) approx. 8 mi. NE of site in Pen Branch 
    Etheostoma serrifer (Sawcheek Darter) approx. 9 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
   GA Fusconaia masoni (Atlantic Pigtoe) [EXTIRPATED?] approx. 8 mi. S of site in Brier 

Creek in Brier Creek 
    Fundulus chrysotus (Golden Topminnow) approx. 1.5 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Fundulus chrysotus (Golden Topminnow) approx. 4.0 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Fundulus chrysotus (Golden Topminnow) approx. 4.0 mi. SE of site in the Savannah 

River 
    Fundulus chrysotus (Golden Topminnow) approx. 7 mi. NW of site in the Savannah River 
    Fundulus chrysotus (Golden Topminnow) approx. 7 mi. SE of site in the Savannah River 
    Fundulus chrysotus (Golden Topminnow) approx. 8 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
   GA Geomys pinetis (Southeastern Pocket Gopher) approx. 1.5 mi. NW of site  
   GA Geomys pinetis (Southeastern Pocket Gopher) approx. 2.0 mi. SW of site  
   GA Geomys pinetis (Southeastern Pocket Gopher) approx. 2.5 mi. SW of site  
   GA Geomys pinetis (Southeastern Pocket Gopher) approx. 3.0 mi. NW of site  
   GA Geomys pinetis (Southeastern Pocket Gopher) approx. 3.0 mi. W of site  
   GA Geomys pinetis (Southeastern Pocket Gopher) approx. 3.5 mi. W of site  
   GA Geomys pinetis (Southeastern Pocket Gopher) approx. 4.0 mi. NW of site  
   GA Geomys pinetis (Southeastern Pocket Gopher) approx. 5 mi. NW of site  
   GA Geomys pinetis (Southeastern Pocket Gopher) approx. 5 mi. SW of site  
   GA Geomys pinetis (Southeastern Pocket Gopher) approx. 7 mi. NW of site  
    Lindera subcoriacea (Bog Spicebush) approx. 4.0 mi. S of site  
   GA Moxostoma robustum (Robust Redhorse) approx. 10 mi. NW of site in the Savannah 

River in the Savannah River 
   GA Moxostoma robustum (Robust Redhorse) approx. 2.0 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 

in the Savannah River 
   GA Moxostoma robustum (Robust Redhorse) approx. 5 mi. NW of site in the Savannah River 

in the Savannah River 
   GA Moxostoma robustum (Robust Redhorse) approx. 7 mi. SE of site in the Savannah River 

in the Savannah River 
    Nerodia floridana (Florida Green Water Snake) approx. 9 mi. SE of site  
   GA Nestronia umbellula (Indian Olive) approx. 3.5 mi. S of site  
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 1.0 mi. NE of site in the Savannah River 
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 1.5 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 1.5 mi. N of site in the Savannah River 
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 3.5 mi. NE of site in Fourmile Branch 
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 4.0 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 4.0 mi. N of site in the Savannah River 
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 4.0 mi. SE of site in the Savannah River 
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 4.5 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 5 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 5 mi. N of site in the Savannah River 
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    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 6 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 6 mi. NE of site in Pen Branch 
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 7 mi. NE of site in Indian Grave Branch 
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 7 mi. NW of site in the Savannah River 
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 7 mi. SE of site in the Savannah River 
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 8 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Notropis chalybaeus (Ironcolor Shiner) approx. 9 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Passerina ciris (Painted Bunting) approx. 1.0 mi. SW of site  
    Passerina ciris (Painted Bunting) approx. 1.5 mi. NW of site  
    Passerina ciris (Painted Bunting) approx. 2.5 mi. NW of site  
    Passerina ciris (Painted Bunting) approx. 7 mi. SE of site  
    Passerina ciris (Painted Bunting) approx. 8 mi. S of site  
    Pituophis melanoleucus mugitus (Florida Pine Snake) approx. 6 mi. SW of site  
    Pseudacris brimleyi (Brimley's Chorus Frog) [HISTORIC] approx. 5 mi. N of site  
    Quercus austrina (Bluff White Oak) approx. 7 mi. NW of site  
   GA Sarracenia rubra (Sweet Pitcherplant) approx. 8 mi. SE of site  
   GA Scutellaria ocmulgee (Ocmulgee Skullcap) approx. 4.0 mi. SE of site  
    Silene caroliniana (Carolina Pink) approx. 3.5 mi. S of site  
    Silene caroliniana (Carolina Pink) approx. 4.0 mi. SE of site  
    Silene caroliniana (Carolina Pink) approx. 7 mi. NW of site  
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 10 mi. E of site in Meyers Branch 
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 4.0 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 4.0 mi. NE of site  
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 4.5 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 5 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 5 mi. N of site in the Savannah River 
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 5 mi. NE of site  
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 6 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 6 mi. NE of site in Pen Branch 
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 7 mi. E of site  
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 7 mi. N of site in Island Creek 
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 7 mi. NW of site in the Savannah River 
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 7 mi. SE of site in the Savannah River 
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 8 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 9 mi. E of site in the Savannah River 
    Umbra pygmaea (Eastern Mudminnow) approx. 9 mi. NW of site in McBean Creek 
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We have records of several high priority species within the project area (see Table).  We also a 
large number of records of species of concern within 10 miles of the VEGP site.  This includes a 
federally listed species, Acipenser brevirostrum (Shortnose Sturgeon).  Section 9 of the 
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Endangered Species Act states that taking or harming of a listed species is prohibited.  We 
recommend all requestors with projects located near federally protected species consult with the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service.  For southeast Georgia, please contact Strant Colwell 
(912-265-9336, ext.30 or Strant_Colwell@fws.gov).  In southwest Georgia, please contact John 
Doresky (706-544-6999 or John_Doresky@fws.gov).  In north Georgia, please contact Robin 
Goodloe (706-613-9493, ext.221 or Robin_Goodloe@fws.gov).  

A record of a nesting Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) is also within the transmission line 
macrocorridor area.  Although Bald Eagles are no longer considered an endangered species, they 
are still protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 
and the Georgia Endangered Species Act.  These Acts continue to protect bald eagles from 
potentially harmful human activities.  For more information on how to prevent impacts to bald 
eagles that could violate the Eagle Act, download the National Bald Eagle Management 
Guidelines: 
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/issues/BaldEagle/NationalBaldEagleManagementGuidelines
.pdf 

Though we don’t have any records within the project area, there may be appropriate habitat for 
gopher tortoises (Gopherus polyphemus) within the corridor.  We recommend identifying any 
burrows before construction and avoiding disturbance of burrows and tortoises in those areas. 

In order to protect aquatic habitats and water quality, we recommend that all machinery be kept 
out of creeks during construction.  Streams should not be culverted/forded to allow equipment 
access during construction or for future ROW maintenance.  Further, we strongly advocate 
retaining at least a 25-foot vegetative buffer between each stream bank and the closest power 
pole, and allow this buffer to regenerate to shrub-scrub growth after the line is installed (if the 
landowner is willing).  We realize that some trees may have to be removed, but recommend that 
shrubs and ground vegetation be left in place.  Wider buffers may be needed for projects where 
land slopes sharply toward the stream being crossed.  We also recommend that stringent erosion 
control practices be used during construction activities and that vegetation is re-established on 
disturbed areas as quickly as possible.  Silt fences and other erosion control devices should be 
inspected and maintained until soil is stabilized by vegetation.  Please use natural vegetation and 
grading techniques (e.g. vegetated swales, turn-offs, vegetated buffer strips) that will ensure that 
the project area does not serve as a conduit for storm water or pollutants into the water during or 
after construction. These measures will help protect water quality in the vicinity of the project as 
well as in downstream areas.  

Please be aware that this project occurs near several high priority streams.  As part of an effort to 
develop a comprehensive wildlife conservation strategy for the state of Georgia, the Wildlife 
Resources division has developed and mapped a list of streams that are important to the 
protection or restoration of rare aquatic species and aquatic communities.  High priority waters 
and their surrounding watersheds are a high priority for a broad array of conservation activities, 
but do not receive any additional legal protections. We now have GIS ESRI shapefiles of GA 
high priority waters available on our website 
(http://www.georgiawildlife.com/content/displaycontent.asp?txtDocument=89&txtPage=13).  



IR 12784

�

Please contact the Georgia Natural Heritage Program if you would like additional information on 
high priority waters.  
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By visiting the Nongame Conservation Section Website you can view the highest priority species 
and natural community information by Quarter Quad, County and HUC8 Watershed.  To access 
this information, please visit our GA Rare Species and Natural Community Information page at: 
http://georgiawildlife.dnr.state.ga.us/content/displaycontent.asp?txtDocument=89

An ESRI shape file of our highest priority species and natural community data by quarter quad 
and county is also available.  It can be downloaded from:  
http://georgiawildlife.dnr.state.ga.us/assets/documents/gnhp/gnhpds.zip
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Please keep in mind the limitations of our database.  The data collected by the Nongame 
Conservation Section comes from a variety of sources, including museum and herbarium 
records, literature, and reports from individuals and organizations, as well as field surveys by our 
staff biologists.  In most cases the information is not the result of a recent on-site survey by our 
staff.  Many areas of Georgia have never been surveyed thoroughly.  Therefore, the Nongame 
Conservation Section can only occasionally provide definitive information on the presence or 
absence of rare species on a given site.  Our files are updated constantly as new information is 
received.  Thus, information provided by our program represents the existing data in our 
files at the time of the request and should not be considered a final statement on the species 
or area under consideration. 
  
If you know of populations of highest priority species that are not in our database, please fill out 
the appropriate data collection form and send it to our office.  Forms can be obtained through our 
web site (http://www.georgiawildlife.com) or by contacting our office.  If I can be of further 
assistance, please let me know.  

Sincerely, 

Katrina Morris             
Environmental Review Coordinator 
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