
 
 

February 17, 2010 
 
 
Janet Gallimore 
Executive Director and State Historic 
  Preservation Officer 
Idaho State Historical Society 
2205 Old Penitentiary Road 
Boise, Idaho 83712 
 
SUBJECT:   CONTINUING CONSULTATION UNDER THE NATIONAL HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION ACT SECTION 106 PROCESS FOR THE PROPOSED 
AREVA EAGLE ROCK ENRICHMENT FACILITY  

 
Dear Ms. Gallimore: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) previously contacted your office by letter 
dated June 17, 2009, informing you of the submittal by AREVA Enrichment Services LLC (AES) 
of an application to the NRC for a license to construct, operate and decommission a gas 
centrifuge uranium enrichment facility in Bonneville County, Idaho.  The proposed facility, the 
Eagle Rock Enrichment Facility (EREF), would be located approximately 20 miles west of Idaho 
Falls.  As discussed in our June 17, 2009 letter, NRC is developing an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the proposed EREF.  The purposes of the present letter are to inform you:  
(1) that the project scope has been modified to include the construction and operation of a  
161-kilovolt (KV) electrical transmission line needed to power the proposed EREF; and (2) of a 
change to the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for the EREF site. 
 
Transmission Line 
 
On January 29, 2010, AES submitted supplemental information to NRC for the construction and 
operation of a proposed transmission line, an electrical substation, and substation upgrades.  
The submittal updates and supersedes AES’ previous transmission line addendum dated 
December 4, 2009, (Supplemental Information, EREF Environmental Report, Appendix H, 
EREF 161-KV Transmission Line Project).  A Cultural Resource Inventory report was included 
with the December 4, 2009, supplement.  NRC understands that AES sent copies of both the 
December 4, 2009 and January 29, 2010, submittals to your office.  The locations of the 
transmission line and substations are shown in AES’ January 29, 2010, submittal.  NRC’s EIS 
for the proposed EREF will now include a discussion of the impacts associated with the 
construction and operation of the transmission line and associated substations.  Likewise, our 
Section 106 consultation for the EREF project will expand to include the proposed transmission 
line right-of-way and other lands needed for this line and associated structures.   
 
The new transmission line and associated structures would be located entirely on private land 
within Bonneville County.  Rocky Mountain Power (RMP), a division of PacifiCorp, will be the 
builder, owner, and operator.  The transmission line would originate from the existing RMP 
Bonneville Substation and extend in a general westward direction to the new point of service, 
the Twin Buttes Substation on the proposed EREF site.  In AES’ updated proposal, there will be 
no use of Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Department of Energy (Idaho National 
Laboratory) lands, as there was in AES’ December 4, 2009, proposal.   



J. Gallimore 2 

Beginning at the Bonneville Substation, the proposed transmission line route is west along the 
county road (West 65 North Street) to the existing RMP Kettle Substation, a distance of 
approximately 14.5 kilometers (9 miles), continuing west to the eastern portion of the EREF site, 
a distance of approximately 1.2 kilometer (0.75 mile), then north within the EREF site to its 
northern end, then west and south to the new RMP Twin Buttes Substation, for a distance of 
approximately 6.4 kilometers (4 miles).  The area being affected by the transmission line is 
approximately 84 hectares (208 acres). 
 
As discussed above, as part of its December 4, 2009, supplement, AES commissioned an 
archeological survey of the APE associated with the transmission line and associated structures 
(see Cultural Resource Inventory).  This survey, which identified nine sites that are 
recommended potentially eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places, 
encompassed a large area that included much of the area of the presently proposed 
transmission line shown in AES’ January 29, 2010, submittal.  However, to NRC’s knowledge, 
none of the nine historic properties identified are within the presently proposed transmission line 
right-of-way.  AES stated in its January 29, 2010, submittal that there are no cultural or historical 
resources along the proposed transmission line corridor.   
 
EREF Project Site APE 
 
Additionally, AES has indicated that the APE for the EREF project site has been modified.  The 
original APE encompassed 240 hectares (597 acres).  Based on an August 28, 2009, 
submission by AES to NRC, an additional 26 hectares (64 acres) was added to the main project 
APE, increasing the EREF project site APE to 265 hectares (656 acres).  The additional 
acreage was surveyed by AES’ archaeological contractor with no historic properties identified.  
NRC understands that AES provided your office with a copy of the report on this survey 
(Amendment to:  A Class III Cultural Resource Inventory of the Proposed Eagle Rock 
Enrichment Facility, Bonneville County, Idaho, Western Cultural Resource Management, Inc., 
August 28, 2009).   

If you have any questions regarding the project, or need additional information, please contact 
Stephen Lemont of my staff at 301-415-5163 or Stephen.Lemont@nrc.gov. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
/RA/ 
 
Andrea Kock, Chief 
Environmental Review Branch 
Environmental Protection  
  and Performance Assessment Directorate 
Division of Waste Management 
  and Environmental Protection 
Office of Federal and State Materials 
  and Environmental Management Programs 

Docket No:  70-7015 
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