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Section 4.5.2 interfaces with Section 3.9.5. Section 3.9.5.1.2 of the US-APWR DCD
states that the lower core barrel has irradiation specimen guides that are fastened to the
outside of the core barrel. This statement is not clear as to whether the guides are
fastened by welding or mechanical fasteners. In response to RAI 2155-4.5.2-4, the
applicant provided additional information and stated that welding would be used to
attach the "lower core barrel -to- irradiation specimen guide welds (this is the guide to
protect the irradiation specimen guide during insertion of the core barrel)." This
statement is not clear.

Please clarify whether any part of the irradiation specimen guide is attached by
mechanical fastener to the core barrel or whether welding is the only method of
attachment.



