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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

107 North Main Street, State House - Rm 208
Concord, New Hampshire 03301

Telephone (603) 271-2121

JOHN U. LYNCH www.nh.gov/governor

Governor governorlynch@nh.gov

February 10, 2010

The Honorable Gregory B. Jaczko
Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Chairman Jaczko:

I want to share my deep concerns about the operation and safety of the Vermont
Yankee Nuclear Power plant owned by Entergy Corporation, and to strongly urge the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to thoroughly investigate the safety and
management of the plant before affirming an extension of its license.

Last month New Hampshire was made aware of elevated levels of tritium
discovered in groundwater monitoring wells at the plant. Entergy had previously told
Vermont officials that there was no underground piping carrying water that could contain
radioactivity. However, in the search for the source of contamination, we learned that, in
fact, a leak of underground piping containing tritiated water could be involved.

In addition to Entergy's previous denials about underground piping, the NRC's
Environmental Impact Statement from August 2007 did not mention this as a risk or
problem. NRC's Safety Evaluation Report of May 2008, in fact, concluded that there
was no cause for concern with the plait's condensate systems.

These revelations lead me to question the credibility of Entergy and its ability to
safely manage the plant. They also lead me to conclude that the NRC must undertake an
additional and thorough investigation into the Vermont Yankee plant.

As you are aware, the Vermont Yankee plant is located on the bank of the
Connecticut River, a New Hampshire waterway, which runs between New Hampshire
and Vermont. Many New Hampshire communities fall within the emergency planning
zone for the plant, and the plant releases cooling water into the Connecticut River. While
the NRC and plant officials assert that the current situation does not pose a health risk, I
am concerned on a broader level about the safety of this aging power plant, as well as the
ability of Entergy to manage safety risks in the future.
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I therefore request that the NRC undertake a full investigation of the tritium
release and of the overall operation of the plant. I understand that a twenty-year license
extension for the plant by the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board (ASLB) has been
appealed to the Commission. New Hampshire participated in that-proceeding as an
"interested State." Before you consider that appeal, it is essential that you undertake a
thorough investigation into the current, and future safety and management concerns of the
plant, and of the valid concerns raised by the states.

I would like to thank the NRC for keeping New Hampshire informed over the past
weeks and I look forward to continued communication as more information becomes
available.
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