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SUBJECT: Overdue Licensed Operator Medical 

On Tuesday, March 12, 1991, while reviewing licensed operator 
medical records, it was noted that one reactor operator had 
exceeded the term of his previous medical authorization by 7 
months.  

Section 55.21 of 10 CFR 55 requires a licensee to have a 
medical examination by a physician every two years. The 
operator in question had his last medical examination 
approved on September 2, 1988. This would have required his 
next medical to have been completed and reviewed by September 
2, 1990. At the time this condition was discovered the 
operator "in question was not assigned to a control room 
operator position. He had been assigned to a staff position 
since July of 1990. However, the operator maintained his 
license active by standing five (12) hour watches per 
quarter. The operator was immediately scheduled for a 
licensed operator medical on the morning of March 13, 1991.  

Immediately following the discovery of this condition on 
March 12, an exhaustive review of all operator medical 
records was conducted to ensure no other dates were 
incorrectly entered in the computer. By the morning of March 
13, all 65 licensed operators had been confirmed to be within 
the two year requirement.  

The cause of this event has been determined to be an 
incorrect entry of data. A data screen referred to as the 
"Indian Point Personnel Display" identifies the due dates for 
periodic requirements such as medical exams, general 
employee training, respirator fits, etc. It is this data 
screen that is utilized to determine due dates for licensed 
operator medical exams. The data screen for the operator in 
question indicated that the next exam.due date was September 
27, 1991, when it in fact should have been September 2, 1990.  

Additional review of the hardcopy medical record indicated 
that the operator had a respirator/asbestos physical on 
September 19, 1989. Although the respirator/asbestos / 
physical is not as thorough as the license physical, the 
operator had not gone the entire term without any medical 
evaluation.  
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Long term actions to be taken to prevent further occurrences 
of this type include a reduction in clerical form entries 
prior to entry of the same data into the computer system.  
Ultimately, the Medical Department will make these entries 
rather than plant personnel. Due to computer compatibility 
problems implementation of this process will occur over a 
period of time.  

In order to insure licensed operators do not exceed the 10 
CFR 55 requirement, Operations Training will insure that 
operators are scheduled based on previous medical exam 
approval dates obtained directly from the Medical Department.  
In addition, following each medical, the medical department 
will send a completed NRC Form 396 to Operation Training 
following each 2 year medical.'

Should you have any questions regarding 
contact Mr. Charles W. Jackson, Manager, 
Licensing.

this matter, please 
Nuclear Safety and

Very truly yours,

cc: Mr. Thomas T. Martin 
Regional Administrator - Regi onf 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
475 Allendale Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406
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