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ABSTRACT (Limit to 1400 spaces, i.e., approximately 15 single-spaced typewritten lines) (16) 

While conducting Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) training with nuclear plant operators 
(NPO), it was brought to the trainer's attention that some individuals may not be presently qualified to 
wear respirators. The trainer then asked the Respiratory Protection Section to provide a list of 
individuals in Operations and their current respirator qualification status. The list was provided on the 
morning of April 28, 1999.  

The list indicated that eighteen (18) Central Control Room (CCR) operators lacked respirator 
qualifications (16 due to respirator fits, 2 due to respirator medicals). Under certain emergency 
conditions, CCR operators might be required to wear respirators.  

This report is being made per 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(ii)(C), because the expired operator respirator 
qualifications is a condition not covered by the plant's operating and emergency procedures.  

The health and safety of the public was not affected by this event.  
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U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER)

FACILITY NAME (1)

Indian Point No. 2

TEXT (If more space is required, use additional copies of N,

PLANT AND SYSTEM IDENTIFICATION: 

Westinghouse 4-Loop Pressurized Water Reactor 

IDENTIFICATION OF OCCURRENCE: 

Deficiency in Respirator Qualification 

EVENT DATE: 

April 28, 1999 

REFERENCES: 

Condition Reporting System (CRS) Nos: 199903428, 199903431, and 199903460.  

PAST SIMILAR OCCURRENCES: 

None 

DESCRIPTION OF OCCURRENCE:

While conducting Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) training with Nuclear Plant 
Operators (NPO), it was brought to the trainer's attention that some individuals may not be 
presently qualified to wear respirators. The trainer then asked the Respiratory Protection Section 
to provide a list of the current respirator qualification status of Operations Section personnel. The 
list was provided on the morning of April 28, 1999.  

The list indicated that eighteen (18) Central Control Room (CCR) operators lacked respirator 
qualifications (16 due to respirator fits, 2 due to respirator medicals). Under certain emergency 
conditions CCR operators might be required to wear respirators.  

The trainer notified Operations management and began scheduling individuals that were in 
training for physical exams and respirator fits. At the time of the discovery of this condition all 
CCR operators on shift were respirator qualified. All CCR operators whose respirator 
qualification had lapsed were re-qualified prior to their assuming the watch. Since all operators 
with expired respirator qualifications were successfully re-qualified, the health and safety of the 
public was not affected by this event.  

NRC FORM 366A (6-1998)
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ANALYSIS OF OCCURRENCE: 

Operators must be able to safety operate the plant and perform their CCR duties while wearing SCBAs 
in the event that a toxic gas release infiltrates the CCR. Operators who have current qualifications 
to wear SCBAs provide assurance that they are still capable of using SCBAs. Operators whose 
respirator qualifications have lapsed, may become incapacitated or impaired in their functioning upon 
donning the SCBAs for a postulated toxic gas event. This event places the plant in a condition that 
is not covered by the plant's operating and emergency procedures and therefore is reportable under 
10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(ii)(C).  

CAUSE OF OCCURRENCE: 

The cause of this occurrence is attributed to the lack of a formal process for tracking the status of 
individual respirator qualifications, with the exception of those individuals required to wear 
respirators per radiation work permits (RWP). Such a program would provide assurance that 
respirator qualifications remained current for personnel who are CCR operators.

NRC FORM 366A 16-1998)
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CORRECTIVE ACTION: 

The immediate corrective action taken was to verify that the current on-shift personnel were respirator 
qualified. A subsequent corrective action was to provide the required re-qualification to all affected 
CCR personnel. All CCR operators whose respirator qualification had lapsed were re-qualified prior 
to assuming the watch.  

In order to prevent the re-occurrence of this type of event, a program to track the respirator 
qualification of Operations section personnel will be implemented by August 1, 1999.

NRC FORM 366A (6-1998)


