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On March 2, 1998, with the plant at cold shutdown, Con Edison personnel were performing an
inspection of various small-bore piping, and tubing located within the vapor containment
building. Various discrepancies were identified, including instrumentation tubing and tubetrack
which were found to have missing and/or improperly mounted supports. At the time of these
discoveries, it was uncertain whether these conditions adversely affected the operability of their
respective systems, structures, or components. Initial review of the as-found conditions for
instrument tubing associated with pressure transmitters PT-402 and PT-413 did not appear to
satisfy design requirements. These pressure transmitters provide reactor coolant system loop
pressure measurement and perform various safety-related functions. Specifically, PT-413
provides input to the overpressure protection system (OPS) which is required to be operable per
Technical Specification 3.1.A.4. As a result of the degraded conditions affecting PT-413, the
OPS was declared inoperable. An immediate notification was made in accordance with 10 CFR
50.72 (b). The health and safety of the public were not affected by this event. '
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PLANT AND SYSTEM IDENTIFICATION:
Westinghouse 4-Loop Pressurized Water Reactor
IDENTIFICATION OF OCCURRENCE:

Overpressure Protection System Inoperable Due to Supports Found In Degraded Condition
EVENT DATE:

March 2, 1998

REPORT DUE DATE:

April 2, 1998

REFERENCE:

Condition Identification and Tracking System (CITRS) No. 98-E01675

PAST SIMILAR OCCURRENCES:

ane

DESCRIPTION OF OCCURRENCE:

On March 2, 1998, with the plant at cold shutdown, Con Edison personnel were performing an
inspection of various small-bore piping, and tubing located within the vapor containment
building. A number of instrumentation tubing and tubetrack were found to have missing and/or
improperly mounted supports. At the time of these discoveries, it was uncertain whether these
conditions adversely affected the operability of their respective systems, structures, or
components. Initial review of the as-found conditions of instrument tubing for pressure
transmitters PT-402 and PT-413 did not appear to satisfy design requirements. These pressure
transmitters provide reactor coolant system loop pressure measurement and perform various
safety-related functions. PT-402 provides indication of reactor coolant system loop pressure in
the control room, and provides inputs to the reactor vessel level indication system, and the post-

accident saturation margin monitor. PT-402 also provides a permissive signal which prevents the
opening of residual heat removal system valve 730 when it is not desired. PT-413 provides
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indication of reactor coolant system loop pressure in the control room, and provides input to the
overpressure protection system (OPS). Per Technical Specification 3.1.A.4, the OPS is required
to be operable whenever the reactor coolant system temperature is less than or equal to 305
degrees F. Since the plant was at cold shutdown the OPS was required to be operable. Due to
the degraded condition of the instrument tubing for PT-413, the OPS was declared inoperable.

ANALYSIS OF OCCURRENCE:

Following identification of the degraded instrument tubing and tubetrack supports, a preliminary
operability assessment was performed to determine if the supports or tubing could perform their
function under design load conditions. Based upon the assessment of the as-found conditions it
was determined that the OPS was inoperable. The instrument tubing and tubetrack supports for
PT-402 and PT-413 are Seismic Class I. Subsequent engineering analyses were performed.
These analyses confirmed the initial determination that the as-found conditions of the instrument
tubing affecting PT-413 adversely affected the operability of the OPS when it was required to be.
operable.

CAUSE OF OCCURRENCE:

This event was initiated by an inspection of various small-bore piping, and tubing located within
the vapor containment building. The degraded condition of the instrumentation tubing and
tubetrack supports was determined to affect instrumentation required for control room indication
and OPS operation. The as-found degraded tubing for PT-413 led to the conclusion that the OPS
was inoperable resulting in the plant being in a condition outside it’s design basis. The cause for
these degraded conditions are under investigation and has not yet been determined.

CORRECTIVE ACTION:

Immediately upon the identification of these degraded instrument tubing and tubetrack supports,
a preliminary operability assessment was made based upon the as-found conditions. As a result
of Technical Specification 3.1.A.4, it was determined that the OPS was inoperable resulting in
the plant being in a condition outside design basis. The appropriate 10CFR50.72 notification
was subsequently made. The cause for these degraded conditions are under investigation and
have not yet been determined. Corrective actions to prevent a recurrence of this event will be
identified later and provided to you in a supplement to this report.
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