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On October 29, 1997, with the unit at cold shutdown, PCV-1228, an instrument air supply line 

isolation valve to containment, was inadvertently closed while Con Edison personnel were 

applying protection under a tagout in preparation for maintenance activities on valve PCV-1229.  

The inadvertent closure of PCV-1228 occurred when the control fuses for valve PCV-1229 were 

removed in accordance with the tagout. As a result of the isolation of the instrument air supply, 

several containment isolation valves swapped to their fail-safe positions. Upon identification of 

the loss of instrument air to containment, the control fuses for valve PCV- 1229 were reinstalled, 

restoring the instrument air supply to containment. All valves affected returned to their pre-event 

positions. The health and safety of the public were not affected by this event.
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PLANT AND SYSTEM IDENTIFICATION: 

Westinghouse 4-Loop Pressurized Water Reactor 

IDENTIFICATION OF OCCURRENCE: 

Inadvertent Closure of Containment Isolation Valves During Maintenance 

EVENT DATE: 

October 29, 1997 

REPORT DUE DATE: 

November 28, 1997 

REFERENCES: 

Condition Identification and Tracking System (CITRS) No. 97-E03784 

PAST SIMILAR OCCURRENCE: 

LER 95-10 

DESCRIPTION OF OCCURRENCE: 

On October 29, 1997, with the unit at cold shutdown, PCV-1228, an instrument air 
supply line isolation valve to containment, was inadvertently closed. In accordance 
with procedures, Con Edison personnel were applying protection under a tagout in 
preparation for maintenance activities on steam jet air ejector containment isolation 
valve PCV- 1229. Limit switch problems associated with PCV- 1229 were affecting the 
restoration of other safety-related equipment which had been declared inoperable and it 
was determined that the limit switch would be replaced. In preparation for this 
maintenance activity the work crew reviewed the appropriate control wiring drawings 
and procedures prior to performing any work. In accordance with the tagout, control 
fuses marked "SJAEN" and "SJAEP" located in the control room were removed.  
Approximately two minutes after the fuses were removed, control room personnel 
noticed several valves going to their fail-safe positions. Inadvertent isolation of the 
instrument air supply line to containment had occurred when the control fuses for 
valve PCV- 1229 were removed. As a result of isolation of the instrument air supply,
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several containment isolation valves swapped to their fail-safe positions. Upon 
identification of the loss of instrument air to containment, the control fuses for valve 
PCV-1229 were reinstalled, thus restoring the instrument air supply to containment.  
All valves affected returned to their pre-event positions.  

ANALYSIS OF OCCURRENCE: 

This report is provided pursuant to the requirements of 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(iv) because 
the actuation of an Engineered Safety Features (ESF) occurred.  

Valves PCV-1228 and PCV-1229 are fail-closed, air-operated valves which are listed 
as containment isolation valves in the Indian Point Unit No. 2 UFSAR. The normal 
function of PCV-1228 is to supply instrument air to valves and instruments located 
inside containment. Although PCV-1228 may be used to resupply instrument air 
following an accident, its safety-related function is to ensure containment integrity.  
PCV-1229 provides isolation capability on the condenser air ejector discharge line to 
containment.  

In preparation for maintenance activity on PCV- 1229, the work crew reviewed the 
appropriate control wiring drawings and procedures prior to performing any work.  
The purpose of this review was to determine the required tagout protection or 
isolation, in order to permit the maintenance activity to proceed in a safe manner.  
During this review, it was not recognized by the work crew that the control fuses for 
PCV-1229 also affected PCV-1228. Abnormal Operating Instruction, AOI 27.1.11, 
"Loss of 125V DC Power," the procedure reviewed by the work crew prior to 
conducting the job, revealed no mention that valves PCV-1228 or PCV-1229 were fed 
by circuit 3 on DC Power Panel 21. Although the circuitry for PCV- 1228 was 
indicated on the drawing as being fed by control fuses "SJAEN" and "SJAEP," the 
work crew failed to recognize this. From this drawing, removing the control fuses 
"SJAEN" and "SJAEP" would clearly also de-energize the limit switches associated 
with PCV-1228. In accordance with the tagout, the work crew removed control fuses 
marked "SJAEN" and "SJAEP" located in the control room. Consequently, PCV-1228 
closed to its fail-safe position isolating the instrument air supply line to containment.  

The closure of PCV-1228 as well as other valves is considered an actuation of an 
Engineered Safety Feature. At no time during this event were these valves required to 
fulfill a safety-related function. This event is reportable since Engineered Safety 
Feature equipment was actuated.
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CORRECTIVE ACTION: 

Immediately upon identification of the loss of instrument air to containment by control 
room operators, the control fuses for valve PCV-1229 were reinstalled, thus restoring 
the instrument air supply to containment. All valves affected returned to their pre
event positions. Corrective actions to prevent a recurrence of this event are currently 
being formulated and will be provided to you as a supplement to this LER.
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