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SUBJECT: Use of Technical Specification 3.3.D.2.c Regarding Weld 

Channel Penetration Pressurization Systems Requirements 

REFERENCE: NRC letter to Con Edison dated April 14, 1993 

The purpose of this letter is to confirm information provided by my staff in 
telephone conservations with members of the NRC staff regarding repair of 
the Weld Channel Penetration Pressurization System.  

At the beginning of the current refueling outage at Indian Point Unit 2, which 
began at the beginning of May, 1997, operability requirements of the Weld 
Channel and Penetration Pressurization System (WCPPS) were satisfied in 
accordance with Technical Specification 3.3.D. Near the end of this outage, 
in preparation for heatup of the Reactor Coolant System above 2001F, a 
sensitive leak rate test was initiated to verify that the WCPPS met Technical 
Specification requirements. A portion of the WCPPS located in Zone Ill-D-2 
was observed to have excessive leakage (3 to 5 SCFM). The location of the 
leak has been verified by testing using pressurized water as a visual media.  
Earlier attempts to locate the leakage source using thermography equipment 
were unsuccessful. Although the quantification of this leakage is within 
allowable Technical Specification limits (15 SCFM total for all four zones), the 
zone leakage was great enough to not permit the minimum pressure alarm to 
clear. Con Edison endeavored to identify the source of the leakage in an 
effort to correct it. The affected area is located on interior channels covering 
liner welds which are located in the upper dome portion of the containment 
structure at approximately the 250 ft. elevation.  

Indian Point Unit 2 Technical Specification 3.3.D.2.c. permits inoperable 
portions of the WCPPS to be disconnected when it has been determined that 
such repair of the air line or channel is impracticable. Based upon an 
evaluation of the effort to obtain access to this area and effect repairs 
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(including radiation exposure), it was determined that repair would be 
impracticable. Previously, and as stated in the correspondence supporting 
License Amendment 162 dated April 14, 1993 (reference), application of 
Technical Specification 3.3.D.2.c. was made only to WCPPS zones below the 
concrete basemat. Thus, the described leak and its evaluation represents the 
first use of this Technical Specification to an area of WCPPS in the 
containment dome.  

Discussions were held with members of the regulatory staff on June 29, 1997 
to discuss a potential conflict which exists between the Technical 
Specifications and the NRC Safety Evaluation Report (SER) that 
accompanied License Amendment 162 on April 14, 1993. The SER contains 
statements that would apply to isolating only portions of the WCPPS located 
below concrete, but no such limitations exist in the Technical Specifications 
or Bases. During those discussions, we agreed to submit a letter to the staff 
documenting the discussions and circumstances surrounding the WCPPS 
item.  

Subsequently, Con Edison determined that, in accordance with the provisions 
of Technical Specification 3.3.D.2.c. and the determination of repair 
impracticability, the WCPPS supply line to Zone Ill-D-2 would be isolated by 
closing valve PCV-1 101-D2-B. The evaluation of the effort to gain access for 
further inspection and repair of D-2, showed much more effort to be required 
than that which formed the basis for our requested License Amendment in 
April, 1993 for WCPPS located below concrete.  

Should you or your staff have any questions regarding this matter, please 
contact Mr. Charles W. Jackson, Manager, Nuclear Safety and Licensing.  

V truly yours,



cc: Mr. Hubert J. Miller 
Regional Administrator-Region I 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
475 Allendale Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

Mr. Jefferey F. Harold, Project Manager 
Project Directorate I-1 
Division of Reactor Projects I/Il 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Mail Stop 1413-2 
Washington, DC 20555 

Senior Resident Inspector 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
P0 Box 38 
Buchanan, NY 10511


