
 
 February 5, 2010 
 
Docket No. 03030523 License No. 52-24983-01 
Control No. 144343 
 
Jose A. Alvarez-Bruno 
Radiation Safety Officer 
Puerto Rico Highway and Transportation Authority 
Materials Testing Lab 
P.O. Box 42007 
San Juan, PR 00940-2007 
 
SUBJECT: PUERTO RICO HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY, LICENSE 

AMENDMENT, CONTROL NO. 144343 
 
Dear Mr. Alvarez-Bruno: 
 
This refers to your license amendment requests dated December 15, 2009, and January 26, 
2010, which were submitted as part of your corrective actions in response to apparent violations 
identified by NRC during an inspection at your facility on December 15, 2009.  Enclosed with this 
letter is the amended license.  
 
Please review the enclosed document carefully and be sure that you understand and fully 
implement all the conditions incorporated into the amended license.  If there are any errors or 
questions, please notify the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region I Office, Licensing 
Assistance Team, (610) 337-5239, so that we can provide appropriate corrections and answers. 
 
Please note that the NRC has changed the license expiration date from December 31, 2013 to 
February 29, 2012.  This change reflects the NRC policy regarding the long-term storage of 
radioactive material.  The recent NRC inspection determined that you possess four gauges, 
which were in long-term storage at your facility (since the 1970s), as stated by one of your 
authorized gauge users.  Further, the one gauge that contained cesium-137 was required to be 
licensed by NRC, prior to your possession of the device; and the other three gauges that 
contained radium-226 (Ra-226), were required to be licensed by NRC as of November 30, 2007. 
 In addition, because of the age of these four gauges, your license is conditioned for storage-
only and are not to be used.  Although we have authorized the possession of these four gauges 
until the license expires (two years), you should dispose of these gauges promptly. 
 
For your reference, summarized below is the information that NRC communicated to its 
licensees regarding jurisdiction over certain materials that had previously been regulated by the 
States and Commonwealths.  In RIS 2007-05 (March 20, 2007), the NRC announced its plans 
and schedules to extend its regulatory jurisdiction for certain naturally-occurring radioactive 
material (NARM) and accelerator-produced radioactive material.  After receipt of RIS 2007-22 
(October 4, 2007), you should have recognized that your three gauges containing Ra-226, would 
become subject to licensing by NRC on November 20,2007, because on that date the waiver for 
Puerto Rico issued by Section 651(e) of the Energy Policy Act issued August 31, 2005, was 
terminated.  Upon the termination of the waivers, all persons who possessed the new materials 
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covered by the RIS were required to apply for license amendments for the new materials within 6 
months from the waiver termination if they held an NRC specific byproduct materials license.  
Finally, in RIS 2008-13 (June 16, 2008) and RIS 2009-07 (May 7, 2009), NRC again informed its 
material licenses of NRC’s plans for implementation of NRC’s regulatory authority for certain 
NARM and accelerator produced radioactive material.   
 
An environmental assessment for this action is not required, since this action is categorically 
excluded under 10 CFR 51.22(c)(14).  
 
Current NRC regulations and guidance are included on the NRC's website at www.nrc.gov; 
select Nuclear Materials; Medical, Academic, and Industrial Uses of Nuclear Material; then 
Regulations, Guidance, and Communications.  You may also obtain these documents by 
contacting the Government Printing Office (GPO) toll-free at 1-866-512-1800.  The GPO is open 
from 7:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. EST, Monday through Friday (except Federal holidays).   
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 
 
Original signed by Jenny Johansen 
 
Jenny Johansen 
Health Physicist 
Materials Security and Industrial Branch 
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety 

 
Enclosure: 
Amendment No.  5 
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