
 
 

February 25, 2010 
 
 
Bryan C. Bower, Director 
West Valley Demonstration Project 
U.S. Department of Energy 
10282 Rock Springs Road 
West Valley, NY 14171-9799 
 
SUBJECT:  U.S NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION TECHNICAL EVALUATION 

REPORT ON THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY PHASE 1 
DECOMMISSIONING PLAN FOR THE WEST VALLEY DEMONSTRATION 
PROJECT 

 
Dear Mr. Bower: 
 
This letter transmits the enclosed U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) Technical 
Evaluation Report (TER) based on the staff’s review of the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
Phase 1 Decommissioning Plan (DP) for the West Valley Demonstration Project (WVDP).  The 
NRC staff review for the Phase 1 DP has been conducted in parallel with its review of the 
Environmental Impact Statement for Decommissioning and/or Stewardship at the West Valley 
Demonstration Project and Western New York Nuclear Service Center (DOE/EIS-0226).  The 
proposed action in the Phase 1 DP is consistent with the preferred alternative in this 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  Should the EIS process result in the selection of a 
different preferred alternative from that considered in the Phase 1 DP, the DP would need to be 
revised and re-submitted for NRC review. 
 
Decommissioning of the WVDP is conducted under the WVDP Act.  Under the WVDP Act and 
DOE/NRC Memorandum of Understanding, DOE is obligated to submit a plan for NRC review 
and comment.  The Phase 1 DP was initially submitted on December 3, 2008 (Revision 0), and 
subsequently supplemented and submitted on March 16, 2009 (Revision 1).  On May 15, 2009, 
NRC transmitted a request for additional information (RAI).  DOE responded to the RAI in three 
separate transmittals in August, September, and November 2009.  On December 18, 2009, 
DOE submitted the revised Phase 1 DP (Revision 2) after incorporating changes in response to 
NRC’s RAI.    
 
The NRC TER documents the staff’s review and comment on the Phase 1 DP.  The key 
objective of the staff’s review is a determination on whether the proposed action described in 
the Phase 1 DP satisfies the decommissioning criteria for unrestricted use specified in 10 CFR 
20.1402.  Based on this review, the NRC staff has determined that the plan provides reasonable 
assurance that the proposed action will meet the decommissioning criteria.  Further, NRC staff 
has identified no objection to any provision of the plan.  DOE should refer to the TER for specific 
comments and conclusions.  Finally, NRC proposes that a meeting be scheduled to provide an 
opportunity for follow-up discussion to address any questions or clarification related to this TER, 
and the Phase 1 DP.  
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A copy of this letter will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public 
Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records component of NRC’s Agencywide 
Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS).  ADAMS is accessible from the NRC 
Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Rebecca Tadesse at (301) 415-0606, or Chad Glenn 
at (301) 415-6722. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
      /RA/ 
 
 

Keith I. McConnell, Deputy Director 
Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery 
  Licensing Directorate 
Division of Waste Management 
  and Environmental Protection 
Office of Federal and State Materials 
  and Environmental Management Programs 

 
Enclosure:  TER for Phase 1 DP 
 
cc: 
P. Bembia, NYSERDA 
E. Dassatti, NYSDEC 
G. Baker, NYSDOH 
P. Giardina, US EPA 
B. Snyder Sr., Seneca Nation of Indians 
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cc list: 
Dr. Paul Bembia, Program Director 
New York State Energy Research 
and Development Authority 
10282 Rock Springs Road 
West Valley, New York 14171-9799 
 
Ed Dassatti, Director 
New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
Division of Solid and Hazardous Materials 
9th Floor 
625 Broadway 
New York, NY 12233-7250 
 
Gary Baker 
New York State Department of Health 
217 S. Salina Street, 3rd Floor 
Syracuse, NY 13202 
 
Paul A. Giardina, Chief 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Radiation and Indoor Air Branch 
Region 2 
290 Broadway 
New York, NY 10007-1866 
 
B. Snyder Sr. 
The Seneca Nation of Indians 
P.O. Box 231 
Salamanca, NY 14779 
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