
POWER AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
INDIAN POINT NO. 3 NUCLEAR POWER PLANT 

P. 0. BOX 215 BUCHANAN. N. Y. 10511 

TELEPHONE: 914.739-8200 

January 21, 1981 

Boyce H. Grier, Director 
Office of Inspection and Enforcement 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Region I 
631 Park Avenue 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

Dear Mr. Grier: 

This letter is being provided in accordance with Indian Point No. 3 
Environmental Technical Specification Requirements, Appendix B, Section 
2.4.2.f. There was-a release of noble gas on January 11, 1981, and al
though the release was planned, the magnitude of the release was higher 
than expected. An insignificant amount of iodine-131 was also released 
with the noble gases. The release began at 0038 and lasted until 0249,, 
a total of 131 minutes. The peak period was the first ten minutes, when 
approximately 25% of the activity was released. The Technical Specification 
Limit of Appendix B, Section 2.4.2.a was not exceeded.  

The subject release occurred while preparing to sample the volume 
control tank. The cause has been determined to be a leak in a connec ting 
sampling system. To prevent a reoccurrence of this type of release, 'the 
leaking portion of the sampling system has been isolated and will be 
thoroughly leak-tested and repaired to ensure integrity. Specific 
details of this release are presented in Attachment 1. Please contact 
me if you require any further information concerning this release.  

Very truly yours, 

co Resident Manager 

DQ/bjm 
cc: Director of Nuclear Regulation 

Office of Management Information and Program Control 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20555 

T. Rebelowski, Resident Inspector 
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Attachment 1 

Details of Radioactive Gas Release of January 11, 1981 

Total Noble Gas Released: 81.1 Cuiies 
Maximum Release Rate: 3.SxlO Curie/second 
75.5% of Technical Specification Limit, Appendix B, 2.4.2.a(1) 
Calculated dose to critical individual: 0.03 millirem whole body 

-6 Total iodine-131 released: 4.48xlO 10 Curie 
Maximum Release Rate: 5.70x10 Curie/second 
0.02% of Technical Specification Limit, Appendix B, 2.4.2.a(2) 
Calculated Dose to critical individual: 0.00004 millirem. thyroid


