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General Comment
In the area of radiation therapy using electrically generated xrays there has been much exposure recently in
the New York Times articles regarding overexposure and general misadministration of the prescribed dose. In
this area, the physician prescribes the dose, physicists and dosimetrists prepare and setup the plan to deliver
the dose, and the radiation therapist delivers the dose to the patient. Thus it is the radiation therapist who has
the last chance to "see" a mistake and raise the alarm. It is crucial to protect and encourage the right of the
therapist to question the treatment as it is being delivered. Already in these articles, we have seen how the
radiation therapist has been fired for trying to protect the patient rather than having been listened to. Such an
attitude discourages therapists from raising questions!
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