
 
 

February 25, 2010 
 
 
 
 
Carlos R. Handy, Ph.D. 
Professor and Chair 
Department of Physics 
Texas Southern University 
3100 Cleburne Avenue 
Houston, TX  77004 
 
Dear Dr. Handy: 
 
On behalf of the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your 
February 1, 2010, letter to the NRC Executive Director for Operations.  The closure of Federal 
Government Offices from noon Friday, February 5, 2010 through Thursday, February 11, 2010 
caused the delay in our response. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to reaffirm the NRC’s commitment to the grants program, 
and to officially apologize for any misunderstandings caused by the contents of Ms. Kathleen 
Shino’s email.  It is not the intent of the NRC to imply that Texas Southern University (TSU) is 
an unworthy or irresponsible partner.  The NRC will be reviewing TSU’s application through its 
normal grants procedure. 
 
Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention.  We look forward to a continued collaborative 
relationship with TSU, and we recognize and appreciate your valuable contributions in support 
of our mission. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
       /RA/ 
 
 

Darren B. Ash  
Deputy Executive Director  

              for Corporate Management 
     Office of the Executive Director for Operations 
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