March 15, 2010

Pete Gober

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office
420 South Garfield Avenue, Suite 400
Pierre, SD 57501-5408

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION REGARDING ENDANGERED OR
THREATENED SPECIES AND CRITICAL HABITAT FOR THE POWERTECH
INC. PROPOSED DEWEY-BURDOCK IN-SITU RECOVERY FACILITY NEAR
EDGEMONT, SOUTH DAKOTA (Docket 040-09075)

Dear Mr. Gober:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has received an application from Powertech
Inc. (Powertech) for a new radioactive source materials license to develop and operate the
Dewey-Burdock Project located near Edgemont, South Dakota in Fall River and Custer
Counties. The facility, if licensed, would use an in-situ recovery methodology to extract uranium
at the Dewey-Burdock site. The proposed project area consists approximately of 10,580 acres
(4,282 ha) located on both sides of Dewey Road (County Road 6463) and portions of Sections
1-5, 10-12, 14, and 15, Township 7 South, Range 1 East and Sections 20, 21, 27, 28, 29, and
30-35, Township 6 South, Range 1 East, Black Hill Meridian. A map showing the proposed
project boundary is enclosed (Powertech Figure 1.4-1).

As established in Title 10 Code of Federal Regulations Part 51 (10 CFR 51), the NRC regulation
that implements the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, the agency is
preparing a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS). In accordance with Section
7 of the Endangered Species Act, the SEIS will include an analysis of potential impacts to
endangered or threatened species or critical habitat in the proposed project area. To support
the environmental review, the NRC is requesting information from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service to facilitate the identification of endangered or threatened species or critical habitat that
may be affected by the proposed project. After a careful review and assessment of all the
comments received, the NRC will determine what additional actions are necessary to comply
with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.

The Powertech Dewey-Burdock Project license application is publicly available in the NRC
Public Document Room located at One White Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike, Rockuville,
Maryland 20852, or from the NRC's Agency Wide Documents Access and Management System
(ADAMS). The ADAMS Public Electronic Reading Room is accessible at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. The accession numbers for the Powertech
application including the environmental report is ML092870160.
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Please submit any information that you may have regarding this environmental review within
30 days of the receipt of this letter to NRC, Attention: Mr. Kevin Hsueh, Mail Stop T8F05,
Washington, DC 20555. If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Haimanot Yilma of my
staff by telephone at 301-415-8029 or by email at Haimanot.Yilma@nrc.gov. Thank you for
your assistance.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Kevin Hsueh, Chief
Environmental Review Branch-B
Environmental Protection and

Performance Assessment Directorate
Division of Waste Management

and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials

and Environmental Management Programs

Docket No.: 040-09075
Enclosure: Powertech Figure 1.4-1

cc:
Stan Michals

South Dakota Game Fish and Parks
523 East Capitol Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501
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