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inoperable recirculation sump level detector. Since the grating is

On April 1, 1988 while the plant was at full. power, the grating on the
recirculation sump was removed in order to permit maintenance on an

deemed essential to prevent clogging of the recirculation pump suction
line at the point of intersection with the sump pit, the two
recirculation pumps were conservatively declared inoperable. Since
the Technical Specifications do not provide an LCO for inoperable
recirculation pump(s), the plant entered Technical Specification
paragraph 3.0.1 which applies when circumstances are in excess of
those prescribed by the Technical Specifications.

It was .found necessary to volhntarily enter Technical Specification
3.0.1 six times between April 1, 1988 and April 15, 1988 for the
purpose of repalrlng the sump level detector. .

At no time was nuclear safety compromised since the’ contalnment sump,
which provides suction to the RHR pumps , prov1des 100% backup to the
rec1rculatlon pumps and sump. _ QL,
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Plant and System Identification:
Westinghouse 4-loop pressurized water reactor -
Identification of Occurrence: Inoperable Recirculation sump pumps

place plant in Technical Specification status where circumstances are
in excess of those provided for in the Technical Specifications.

‘Event Date: April 1 through April iS, 1988

Past Similar Occurrences: Although the plant has previously entered
paragraph 3.0.1 on occasion, this has not previously occurred due to
conservatively declaring inoperable recirculation sump pumps.

Significant Qccurrence Report: SORs 88-158, 165, 170, 172, 181 and
183

Description of Event:

Prior to April 1, 1988, a recirculation sump level monitor was
declared inoperable. The plant was at full power and continued to
operate during the period covered by this report. The availability of
the recirculation sump level monitors are covered in the Technical
Specifications since they form one of the detection schemes for
indication of leakage into containment during normal operation.

Access to the recirculation sump to perform maintenance on the level
monitor fequires removal of grating across the sump. Although the
sumpis fitted with mesh at the intersection of the recirculation pump
suction line with the sump to preclude ingestion of fine debris, the
grating also provides protection against larger sized debris which is |
outside the design basis of the mesh. Thus, removal of the grating
renders the recirculation pumps inoperable. As presently written, the
Technical Specifications do not address inoperability of the
recirculation pumps once the plant is critical. Therefore, it was
concluded that two inoperable recirculation pumps would place the _
plant in circumstances in excess of those prescribed by the Technical
Specifications.

Since repair of sump level monitor was necessary to assure compliance with
the appllcable section of the Technical Spec1f1cat10n, a' decision was made
to remove the grating, declare the recirculation sump pumps inoperable and
enter Technical Specification 3.0.1 of the Technical Spe01f1catlons.

This decision was predicated upon the availability of the RHR system
which provides full recirculation backup capability via a separate

sump (containment sump). The utilization of the RHR system as a

backup system for post-LOCA rec1rculat10n is provided for in the
Emergency Operatlng Procedures.
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It was found necessary to remove the sump grating six times, for short
durations, between April 1, 1988 and April 15, 1988 in order to
restore the sump level monitor to operable status.

Analysis of Occurrence

This event is reportable since the plant entered a Technical
Specification provision which constitutes a "condltlon prohibited by
the Technical Specification". At no time was the safety of the plant
compromised as the RHR system provides complete backup to the
recirculation pumps under hypothetical accident conditions. Use of
the RHR system in this mode is reflected in the Emergency Operating
Procedures.

Cause of the Occurrence

The cause of the malfunction of the level detector was a defective
switch. Removal of the qratlng ‘for maintenance purposes was the cause
of the event.

Corrective Action

The instrumentation was repaired and returned to service on Aprll 15
1988. Due to the operating history of this device the current
malfunction is believed to be an isolated instance. Should repeated
malfunctions.occur, the application of the dev1ce would have to be
re-evaluated due its critical location.
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Stephen B. Bram ' .
Vice President ] :

Consolidated Edison Company of New York, Inc.
Indian Point Station
Broadway & Bleakley Avenue
- Buchanan, NY 10511
Telephone (914) 737-8116

May 2, 1988

Re: Indian Point Unit No. 2
Docket No. 50-247
-LER 88-004

Document Control Desk
U.S5. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

'The"attached Licensee Event Report LER 88-004 is hereby submitted in

accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR 50.73.

Very truly yours,

attachment

cc: Mr. William Russell
Regional Administrator - Region I
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
631 Park Avenue
King cf Prussia, PA 19406

Ms. Marylee Slosson

Project Directorate I-1

Division of Reactor Projects I/II
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Senior Resident Inspector _
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.O. Box 38

Buchanan, NY 10511



