January 27, 2010

The Honorable Edward J. Markey

Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy
and Environment

Committee on Energy and Commerce

United States House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This letter responds to your October 6, 2009, letter regarding the openness of
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) decision-making processes. Ranked two times in
a row as The Best Place to Work in Government by the Partnership for Public Service and the
Institute for the Study of Public Policy Implementation, the NRC prides itself on being an open,
collaborative, and transparent agency. Accordingly, the NRC not only adheres to, but often
exceeds, the legal requirements relating to Federal agency transparency.

For instance, the NRC goes well beyond the requirements of the Freedom of
Information Act by voluntarily placing most agency documents on its public Agencywide
Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS) database, which is accessible from the
NRC’s public website. The NRC also goes beyond the requirements of the Government in the
Sunshine Act with respect to public Commission meetings involving discussions of documents
by making the documents publicly available prior to the meeting. In recognition of the NRC’s
commitment to public participation and outreach, the White House is currently highlighting an
NRC initiative on Web conferencing with a video on its Open Government Initiative Web page.

Regarding the Commission's deliberations, Commissioners have different views as to
the most effective voting process. My views are explained in more detail in a separate letter,
which is attached. The views of my fellow Commissioners may be provided separately.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Gregory B. Jaczko
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