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Committee To End Radiological Hazards - Mary Hays Weik
- A']66$econd Avenue - T R ST 65;;";’9"3.’;' .
New York, New York 10003 - .

. ~“Mre W.B, McCool, Secretary- o . g?f;aRogardingﬁ }N;Roquestvfor a.Public
U.S. Atomic Enorgy Coimmission = . Hearing on the AEC's Determination to
Washirgzton, D.C. 20545 ' : Rosume Construction on Con-idison's

' Nucloar Reactor #3 at Indian Point
DoarSirs | ST DOCKET NO: 50-286
‘. : . Thank you for sending mo tho Commission's Momorandum and Ordor rogard-

ing my roguest of Dec,4/71 =~ erroneously stated (see Stalt's Answor, page 1) = as
Doc, 16/71 in tho Momo = for a Public Hearing on the matter named abovo.

I shall add tho Memo arnd Ordor to the documents I alroady have on tho
 cases tho Discussion and Findinzs ol lov.24/71 by the Division of Reactor Licensing;
tho Rogulatory Staffs Answor to my first rcquest for a Hoaring; and the Doc,17/71

lottor to the AEC by Con-id's lawyers, LeBoouf, Lamb, Loiby & lMacRao,

: I am glad to have a comploto fileo on this disgraceful proceoding,
which.shows .80 .cloarly tho Commission's attempt to force through a resumption of
construction on Reactor #35 at Indian Point, before the full NZPA environmental
roviow required by law had been carried out. -

» .

.t o | Yours vory truly, . _
oy A ek
o Mary Hays Wolk |
A \W& " O L

: 4

Coplos sont tos

-~ 1eBoouf, lamb, Leihy & MacRao
Regulatory Staff of the AEC
Mr, Stanloy ‘T, Robinson, Jr. :
And Interestod Congressmep-and_Citizans

8111060711 72 o
_PDR ADOCK 03500986 ||

- | \H . __PDR__ | ‘
- (Copy of June 16/72 Letter to AEC Regarding Its Refu_s’al‘Er“Réquast for Hoaring)
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Yhe first pnvatcly owned awmlc
pwer plant In America - at Indian Point
in the Hudson, 24 miles above New York
ity -~ seemed to have every point on its
ide, when it began operation in 1962,
Jeavily subsidized by U.S, funds, its
sostly nuclearfuelagift from the govern=
nent and most of its huzo public liability
risk backed by government guaranty, its
ywnery #Gonsolidated "Edison of wNiY .
wumbered on its Board of Trustees a
‘ormer U.S. Secretary of Defense, the
president of Columbia University, and
the Chalrmen of four of America’s top
torporations, At its Constructioniicar-
ing in a Washington suburb on Dee, 7,
1961, only onccitizenappeared Inprotest
= a young Brooklyn N,Y. physics teacher,
Guy Torre, who warned of the serious
hazards the plant involved, No other,
scientist came to Torre's support, With

pnly cne oppasing witness, the construca-.

tion permit was quickly granted.
But the plant vias jinxed from the start,

plagued by accidents, and shut down for :
That .these
accidents have resulted in frequent re=-

20 -of its-first-48~montns,

leases of abnormal amounts of radio-
active wastes to air and water, has been
common knowledge in enginecring
cireles - though never publicly admitted,
In: 1964 and ‘65, Beta levels in the liud-
son's water below the plant jumped to
many times the 'state average, Since

then, monitoring figures on plant em-

§sslons-havebeenincreasingly scanty ard
long-delayed.

The fact was, the original Indian Point
plant ‘was only a trial start, planned as
the first opening wedge for a series of
much larger atomie reactors. In 1966,
Indlan Point reactor I, 4 times asbigas
No. 1, was launched at a federal hearing
held at Buchanan'’s brand-new firehouse,
attended by scores of engineersand pub-
licity men from Con-Edison and West-

fnghouse, the plant’s builder - and, except.

for Buchanan’s jubllant mayor, by notone
citizen of the surrounding communityl

Its construction license was therecfore a .
pushover. (its operating license has not.
yet been achieved.) But 3 yearslater,in.
1969, the construction license forathird -

'Indian Polnt atomic reactor, whose hear-

fng began in the High School auditorium
_of the village of Montrose, a mile or so
,80uth of the atomic plant, found rising
citizen oppositinn, [ took part in this
hearing ag .a citizen intexvenor,

é’i\"fn

ndian Pordi-St

- For Nuclear Poweﬂ o
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_remark stuck in my mind.

hgrﬂ,’(‘ﬂﬁ ﬁ
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The. Mon‘rose Catastruphe

At the end of the first morning’s ses-

sion, 1 went outdoors to {ind an eating-
pilace. A local resident, who had beenat
"the hearing, invited mo to have lunch with
her; and as we drove to her Montrose
home, she told me of the current waveof
anxiety among women who livedina small
«areas.of Montrose downwind to tho tall

exhaust chimney of the Indian Polnt plant.
An unusual number of

The reason?
cancer- cases cropping up there. The
I asked the
location of the part of Montroso she had
mentioned; and a few days after,wishing
to sce some official proof, I drove with
her to the Town apd County oflices where
local deaths were registered. . We found
the women clerks in the offices-already
knew of the cancer outbreak inMontrose.
There was an undercurrent of fear and
anxiety in their voices, which [undere

stood when I saw the death certificates -

with the doctors® diagnoses: for the

~majority -of those-.named .on the certifi-
cates were women too - family womenin -
as were many -

their 30's and early 40°s,
of the clerks.,

That afternoon we collected the re-
cords of 17 Montrose citizens who had

died of cancer in the seven years since -
Their homes had .
been in the Montrose section directly :

the plant was built.

downwind to the atomi¢ plant; several
blocks of private housesholding lessthan
§00 people. Ichecked withlongtime local
residents and with the U.S, Metcorologi-
cal Bureau, and found that the prevailing
wind in this section - from the northwest,
following the mountainous bend in the
Hudson River - would indced blow the
fumes of the Indian Point plant directly
toward the Moutroso arca named, This
brought to my mind a government report

- I had recently setn, publishedby the U.S,

Science & Technology Office in Washe-

“{ngton (*‘Considerations Affecting Steam -
+ .dangeérous. and polluting plant be allowed

Power Plant Site Selection ,** Feb/69). I
looked up a copy, and found adiagramon
page 126 showing the typical path taken

by a power plant’s cloud of released

gases, as ittraveled horizontally through

the air to ‘*a distance of from 1/2t0 2.

miles’ where it was ‘'very rapldly dis-

.persed towards the ground”. « And 1
.remembered that Montrose lay a little

more than a miie soume,ast of Indian

~Point oee

(Mrl. Vielk hoads WMNWWMO{,

New York Cuty.)

.
. .

- Northwest
:County,” by Dr. Burnctt of the Burcauof
*Cancer Control (Feb/70).

INIFOQUCHIULE Uk WU LIS IY L vasniivy ~o e
17 Montrosecancer deaths met with com-
p 2 silence at the next day’s hearing.

| no time atall, abattery 6f refuting

_arguments was brought into play by Con-

Edison. The testimony of a new witness
quickly shifted the prevailing wind from .

_northwest to northeast! Soonnew reports
trom local health departments gerry= -

‘mandered and confused the borders of the

‘Montrose area, to include a muchlarger

adjacent scction, and so dijute itgaccus-

"{ng cancer figures; Both State and County

health departments disclaimed any local
reason whatever foranxicty...Butl was
struck by ono fact that turned up a year
later ina State hcalthdepartment report -
“Review of Mortaliyy Statistics In the
Section of Westchester

For *Table
VII-C” of this report showed frrefutably .
that in tho scction of Cortlandt Town
southeast (downwind) of the Indian Point
plant - containing Montrosc and Croton-
on-Hudson - where duringthe years, 1957
101961, not one_cascofBrainCancerhbad
been reported - in the period from 1963,
to 1967, following the atomic plant’s start,
ln ‘62, 10deaths from BramCdnccralone
were on record.

In the summer 'of 1940 an energetic
group of women from the local “‘Citizens’
Committee For the Protection of the

" Environment,’’- headed by Irene Dickina .

son and Jean Mulcahy, made a house-to-

house survey of 315 families inthe same -

.general arca I had written.about in““The -
Montrose Catastrophe’ in 1369, and
found in addition to the 17 cancercases|

_had reported, 24 more cancer cases and

6 serious cascs of Rirth Defccts! The
Montrose record remains therefore
highly disturbing. Interest has been

“aroused in these facts, not only in other .
-sections of Amcrica, but in many other -
countries.overscas where nuclear power
"plants are builtor have been proposed.

For the Montrose study secms to be the
only one in existence where factual, sta-
tistical evidence shows the tragic cffect
an atomic power plant can have on the

- health of an adjoining community.

Soon another reactor hearing will be

_underway for Indian Point, with 3 more
_giant reactors scheduled to follow. The

Indian Point plant has long been'a leader
in atomic trends; Now governments and
atomic industry are watching to sce what
local citizens decide to do. Shall this

to remain, to hazard the lives of people
of surrounding areas? Or shall Indian
Point I, with its history of accident and

poliution, be closcd at lastas community -

conscicnce dictates - its contaminated

-structure dismantled and physically re-

moved, with an order that no otheratomie

‘reactor shall ever again be located on
_this spot? Only citizens of courage and

action can supply the answer,

(Copyright 1971, Mary H. Welk)

Box V4B, 150 Cr\r’ixloplner 4§,
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by Mary Hays Weik. » '

A slgniﬂéant new roport hag just beon lssuod'b'y'

tho Committeo To [Tnd Hadlologieal Hazards of Now

York City, on health conditions around thy fndlan Point

atomic plant. The report_shows percentage of inerease,
_in_deaths by Brain and Breast Cancers and Leukemia,
in tlféncartl'lndt _Town arca directly surrounding the
atomic plant, dunn,, m_s years 1963-67, after the
Jplant began to Opcmté_in'August G2, as compqred with
“'the & years, 1957261, jast belore lts start. Included
population figures for 1960 and 1965 show that cancer
‘increase has far outstripped population growth,
The ~report--is -based on.figures-contained in .the

N.Y, State Health Dept. report, ‘‘Review of Mortality

THE YORKTOWNER, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8,

Statistics In the Northwestern Section of Westchester -

County,”” The State report is a curious document.
It was published shortly after this writer revealed, as’
a-citizen intervenor at the 1969 Indian Poiat Hearing .
““an_unusual number of Cancer Deaths in an_area of
Montrose downwind to -the . a;omxc“_plantJL The State

- report shows an obvious intention to confuse and mis-:

“lead the public; for the local map it ‘includes so
\.onfuses the boundanes of the ‘area involved in the
"Montrose cancor doaths as to make difficuita localized
study of the prablem.

Nolthor Stxtw nor County lealth Depariment s0cms
worrlod by the aliuntion shown by ‘thalr own flgures,
Ewan surprleod o recolve -u-poraonat copy®® of thi
report feom State Commisslonor of Houlth De, HOLLIS

S, INGRAHAM, who had refused torhonor -my citizen's: -

subpocna to testify at the 1969 Indian Polnt Hearings,
In a lotter to the AEC sont mo with the report, Drq
, Ingraham sald: *“We fInd no evidenco of Ineroaso in., ,
peancor mortallly in tho vielnity of Indian Point;’®
“and DR, DONALD R, REED, Prosident of tho Woste
chestor County Boavd of lwullh, inaletlor to a locn}
cllllun Hsuthyy fhzures which amounted (o.an inerdase
ol 22% In MONTROSE and an Increnso of 150% In
:BUCHANAN wrole ¢ *Those figures would Indicate
to mo that-tho eancor denths hiwvo not incroasod kv the
villngos of Buchanan or Montrose(!).!"

’ The latest (1971) Rand- McNally Commercial Atlas
shows Montrose population as 2200, But the State
report cited submerges the Montroso village figuro in
a vaguce total, numboring 22,000, called tho ‘'Rest of
Cortlundt Town,” (I'nis greadly dilutes, of course,

tho. Montroso cancor morialitios,) Yet local recaras’

" show
In 196367 for
actually vegistored from tho Montrose. section I do--
seribed in *"Tho Montrose Catastrophe' - population,
loss than 5001

Unfortunately, ﬁnc p;o?)lo who prepared thedelusive

-V A of the State
- County" cited above) though damning as evidence,
. would appear to be small in number.
. certainly be labeled as such and called ‘“unimportant”

2 I
7 .

1971

.ICommiHe’e Chief Notes

Spurt In Mortality

Near Nuclear Plant

that 3 out of the 4 braln cancer deaths reporied’
this Cortlandt avea-of 22,000 we o

State report made one f(alse step: In making thei:
report, thoy revealed local statisties not available
to the .general public or reported in U, S, Vital
‘Statistics” (because the communities involved are’
too small for individual mention). In other words,
‘the ‘report-brought-into ‘the open statistics-heretofore
available only to the two Health Departments. These
i tigures happen to be most significant.

- The cancer deaths shown in the New York com-
mittee’s statement (taken from Tables VI and Table
“"Review of N W Westchester

by AEC and Con-Edison attorneys. But this is far .
(rom true, as any honest statistician knows. For;

1) By the State figures, Peckskill, Buchanan, and
Croton-on-Hudson ara now hnpllc:\tod in the Indian

“Palnt eancor problem, (What about olher « unnaned «

anfvhnu‘lm' connntmition)

2) Ih 11 outof 12 éo‘mmunlty situations named, an .

‘unbroken increaso of cancer deaths is shown, In the”
“12th, Teckskill, tho number ¢f brain cancers remained’
tho same In the two periods covend Yet, even
thero, unrcported 1968-71 nguxoé may now have
changod the'picture,

v 3) It such an Inerense could oceur with onLy the
i 265-mogawatt Indlan Tolnt I reactor in oporation
'what would rosult with tho addition of the 873-meg.
‘llonctor Me=d timos as large - as Indian Point 1?

. 4) + It such-an increase could occur with only-
‘Indlan Polat P's™Pressurized Wate®265- -meyg. reactor,
Imagino tho offoct of adding, as planned, Raactors: UI,

IV and 'V (of 1100-megs cach) all o{" eiling Wuwr"
tpo - since airborne radivactive releases from this
typo of reacior are known (o be enormously larger. .
What will bu tho offect duwnwlnd then?

‘- COpyrlght 1971, Mary H. \\:elk -

They will |

.o- $48 150 Chastopher St

New York 14, 81 Y, U S A,



\NCER DEATH RECORD IN "CORTLAMDT TOWN' AZ4 SURPOUIDING TIDIAN FOINT, NY,ATOMIC PLANT, SZTORE & AFTER PLANT'S START IN 1962

F‘fo_m Officiel Mortélity Stetigtics 4n 1959 lsw York State Dapt, of Health Publication, Roview of
Mortelity Statistics in Rortmoastarn Soction of Wostchostor County - Tables VIZEA: "Murber of Deaths
(Brain and Breast Camers & Teckemia) for Cortiandt Town (including) Peskskill City, 1957 - 1967" **%

4

r e & 8. "l camcEr of BRAIX l BREAST CANCER - IEDZENTA r Population
' : and Farvous Systea (193),@}50 International Codo 170 Y(Internatioral Codo 204)
. 161 [163-167]4 Tneresse [F57-61{163-167 I% Troroase {57-'61 |'63-167 8 Inoreass| 1960 | 1965 | Inoreass
e R I b | - 20 | 25 | 254 | 10 | 15%0¢ 18,737 |18, 505058 drop)
“-oton-on-Eudson | - 6 600 % 7 10 l+3 5 3 6 200 % | 6,812 | 6,947 Incs 2%
“hanan - 1| 100% - 2 | 2008 |- 1 | 0% | 2,09 2,69 * 7%
st of Cortlandt Towr) . o | | ¥
“Areluding MONTROSS) || = L * oo 4 |l & 12 200 % 2 {1 5 150 ¢ 17,505 22,231 " 27%
AL Cortlardt Town “ b 15 27154 || 31 by | 8% 19 | 2 | wmg |us,0m b9, m 1E

* Thras of thoss 4 deaghs woro rocorded for a small saction (c. 500 population) of MONTROSE dircct]y
dowrzind to ths Indian Poimt ato=dc plant, '

#% MONTROSE total populgtion was only 2200 in 1970 (Rand MoNally 1971 Cormsr<ial Atlas & Vaz¥atine Guids),.

#3% Conclusions issusd by Stats and Courty Haalth Boards aro in ourlous contrsiictlon to their own racordss
. In spits of ths incriscsos shown in the N,Y.Stato Health Dapt, figures rerortod above, Stais Enslth Com-
‘rissionar EOLLIS S, 1IGRAEAM, in his presantation latter to tho U.S.Atozie Snargy Com—dssion of Yarch 23,
1970 eccompanylnz tha sbova report, sald: "> find no avidsncoe of an incressy in, ., cancsr rortality in .
. the vicinity of Indiin Foints" and Dr, DOMALD R. REED, Prosidant of ths wastohestor Courty Boaxd of H2alth,
in a March 18, 1970 lstter ansioring a local citizon's imquiry, in which =, REED hirsalf cited a rics in A1d
Cancor Doath figures in tha 4 yoars aftar Indlan Point's start (1953-1956) which, corpared to ths 4 yoars
© proccding its start (1958-1961),zrounted to an incraoase of 224 in MONTRCSS and an incresss of 150% in
T  BUCHANAN, wrotss 'Thoss figures would indloato to mo that tho cancoer daaths have not insreassd in the
A . villages of Buchanan or Mortross (1)." ' -

(D Coryright 1971, Haxy B Wik




. "FROMi Comnitteo To Jadl Radiological Hazards
: N o 166 Sacond Avon@ Now York,NY 10003,USA
Q U0 r.E s Mary Hays Woik, Secrotary (GR 7-5935)

.
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DYTTLTITNGURT

ATOMIC PIANT RELEASES CANNOT BE FAIRLY COMPARED TO NATURAL BACKGROUND RADTATION

(English translation)s

A nucloar power plant releases radicactivity to its environment throug@ its cbimney
and cooling-water, Even in undisturbed normal- operation, the chimney emits radicactive-
gaseos and particulate matter which are distributqd through the surroundings,

"Company toxports! claim that the amount released is minimal. They calculate high _
plant ‘releases by comparing them with natural background radiation., Actually, the - .
.0ffoct of .radicactive material taken inio the body, as.is that from the plant's chimney
andycobling—wator, through inhalation, or by way of the food chain and driniing-wator,
is significantly highor (than company figures show),and impossible to measure exactly.

"If a (radioactive) particle merely lies on the ground, then its effoct is minimal al-
though its radiation may be dangorously high, If the particle, however, ls dopositod
on a mucous membrane by inhalatlon or ingostion, or if 1t settles in an organ due to
its chemical naturo, then as a rosult of contact radintion, its effect will be ?ncreas-
od to the square of its ownvalue ard give an oxtraofdinarfiy strong doso of radiation
to its direct surroundings, leading to death of the cells contacted or severe damage

to those it touches, -

"Especially effective in this connection are Alpha. and Beta rays, whose effect would
othorwise be scroened out by the atmosphere, These inner offects cannot be controlled
from without. Thus rumbers of Cancers and other damages can arise; above all, gonet@c
damago and dispzne if the reproductive organs are affected. Moreover, this radicactive
matler stored up in the body increases with time, and the damazos buildup . .« "

(From.Dor Skandal Atomkraftwerk by Ing.KARL NOWAK, Vienna plysicist and editor
of ylNoue Physik", in an article in Oberdsterreich, Wochenpost," Austria) .

(Original Gorran):

nBin Kornkraftwork gibf Ubeor Schornstein und KW¢hlwasser Radioaktivit4t an die Umgeb-
ung ab, Der Schornstein auch im ungestdrten . Normalbotrieb laufend radioaktive Gase
und Schwebstoffe ausstdszt und in der Umgebung vertoilt,

wWon den bozahlton Dxporton'  wird os so dargoestellt, als sol das minimal, Man rochnot
mit dor erhdhten Umgebungsstrahlung und vergleicht sie mit der natirlichen Strahlenbe-
lastung. Tats#chlich ist die Wirkung inkernariertor radiocaktiver Stoffe, wieo solche
aus Schornstein und Ki¢hlwasser Woer Atomiuit, Nahrunpskette und Trinkwasser in don
Kdrpor pelangon, ganz bodoutend hdher und nicht exakt messbar.

#llegt oin Staubkdrnchon am Bedon, so ist soine Wirlkung minimal, mapg eos auch ein gofihre-
lichor sturker Strahlor. soin, Golangt das Teilchon abor mit Atomluft oder Nahrung

auf oino Schloimhaut oder wird os gar infolgo seiner chemischen Boschaffenheit in ein
Organ oingelagert so kann es infolge Kontaltbestrahlung, da die Wirkung mit dem abnohm-
endon Abstand quadratigoh zunimmt, an soine unmittolbaro Umgebung auszorordentlich
starke Strahlungsdosen abgoben und so sogar zu Nelrose (Zolltod) oder schweren Zell-
schdden Anlasz gebon, S , B : :

tBdsondors wirlksam sind daboi Alpha- und Botastrahler, deren Wiriung sonst durch die

Inft abgoschirmt wird, Dicse inneoron Vorgidnge sind von auszon berhaupt nicht kontroll-
lorbar, So kdunon Krebshordse und andere Schddigungen entstehen, vor allem auch Erbsch!d-
on und Lrbkrankheiten, soweit die Fortpflanzungsorgane beeinfluszt werden., Auch spoich-

ern sich radioaktive Stoffo im Kérper und die Schidigungen summieren sich , o M
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