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June 5, 1969 

The Honorable Glenn T. Seaborg 
Chairman 
Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20545 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I understand that the Atomic Energy Commission recently 

concluded hearings on the application of the Consolidated Edison 

Company of New York to construct the nuclear power plant at 

Indian Point.  

I believe that serious issues have been raised concerning 

the hazards posed by construction in a populated area within 

25 miles of New York City, and I would appreciate having a 

full report from you concerning the issues which have been raised.  

Thank you for your assistance.  

With kindest regards.

Sincerely, 

Ryan 
Member of Con ess
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- -Peekskil, , N. Y.  

April 29, .69.  

Dear Mr. Javits, 

Long letters seldom get attention, so I will make mine short 
in the hope you read all of it. I want to register g.reat concern 

about Con-Ed's "proposed" third nuclear plant at Indian Point in 

Buchanan, Westchester County. Of course it is al ready built except 

for the reactor. Oh yes - I know the A.E.C. hasn't given it's 

approval yet. The suspense is terrific! Imagine the courace of 

ConEd's people in "gambling" all that m-,oney without prior approvall 
Why they are so uncertain, they are about to let orders for 

ntjimhers 4 and 5!!! Do you wonder that American People are 

cynical? 

I am opposed to this proliferation of reactors in my 

bac'Kyard or, anywhere else. The potential for slaughter is 

immense. I know all about the probability of an accident

it is everlastingly quoted by, Con Ed'Is P.R. men. All of 

us also know the improbable has a remarkable record of 

happening-. that United plane flying up the tail of the T.W.A.  

one over the Grand Canyon (June,1956); the Northeast power failure 
etc,etc. I object because it takes only one "improbable" conventional 
(NOT ATOMIJC!) explosion to loose enough radiation to wipe out all your 

constituents from around here. The risk for what might be gained by 

other means is hardly worth it. Or is it? 

Con Ed boasts of low background radiation from, and its safety 

record with, its present small plant. What are i ts,or the manufacturers, 

experience with an 800+ megawatt reactor? NO,.NE!! I object to such lethal 
experiments being conducted in my backyard. Look at all those dead sheep 

in ,'Montana. And if these plants are so safe, how come no one will insure 
them against radiation damage to us citizens? 

Where will we bury all the future radioactive waste? The con
ventional garbage problem is had enough. This stuff doesn't make oarks or 

grow rrass or even just go away. The decay is exponential isn't it? So 
it isn't just how.safe the containers are but for how long! How long 
better be a LONG time. And, remember, all radiation is cumulative! 

I ami oleading for some intelligence in planning,  for future plants.  

If there are to be any at all let us hear from all the experts-not just 

Con Ed's. We scientists have made mistakes before, particularly v"'en the 

evidence is just theoretical as it is here. 4ore experimental data is 

needed. Can't we take the time to get it before the plants are built in 

heavily populated areas? Is profit the only voice in America? Or was 

,larx really right? 

The letter is too lon.g after all. Yet it only begins to say why I 
feel as I do. Included are some references which make the point in detail 
A scientist needs his references like a lawyer needs his precedents.  

I look forward to hearing how you feel about this matter, And 

three cheers for Howard Hu.7hes! I wish he owned property in Suchanan.  

Very Truly Yours, 

Pierce A. Brennan



Refe rences 

"The Careless Atom" Sheldon Novick 
Not everything he says is correct but enough is.  

"The MIyth of The Peaceful Atom" R.Curtis and E.Hogan.  
Natural History, Miarch, 1969.  

"The Integrity of Science" American Scientist, 53, June, 1965.  
Some eminent mistakes by eminent scientists.



RECD APR 3. 1969 

M'arch .31, 1.9C9 

Sen.,tor Jacob Javits
U. S. Sentte 
Washington, D.*C..~ 

Dear Senator Jnvitia: 

Con Ed.ison al renAy has two p3 :-jnts locatc-.c at ) n~ian Point, New Yorlk.  
1.yr flow to ohtain permi ssion to construct 

,iy~re owin the p-.rocess of trvin

;; thirdplant at thssite and accordintr t o a Con L4i son rep ,ort, they 

i-re attempoting~ to nurcha.,,e -PrOTpertY SiOuth of this iimreziate area for 

plants 4 and 5.  

HearinFs nrc now being heir) by tile A.E.G. bot it is iimpossible for the 

or~iay citizen t~o voice his opinion at tHose hearin.  

3 any of our nei ibors ire opposei to the hoili'~ng of -.:ore atomic ener!7.y 

plant7, in Ihis area becajse of thle possible. 4~an,-ers of rntiiation n 

berause so litt! e is known abouit the_ e rrect.A of havinx three more atomic' 

enerro~v plaints in this ra 

T , A wr i ting to you to ask your ns ;s ~awco in olpi ,'ng cn (expn.4 on of 

Con J>,:iFson's atomic facilities in the Croton- Peoksqkill) area. I %vouid' 

a!.,- o apprec iate it ir You roul 4 tellIm how I cain rrotest the expanrsion 

of Co)n m-Iion in thisz are~a.  

re-ad in this morni n~r' New Yor'k Times that Howr j Hgh-es is 9ns' 

to the Atomic Fner,-y Coimmiision con~octing experiments in Neva,. a. With 

hds resgources lie can probably stop the A.E.G. from conductinlg thle a to m ic 

experimenots. in his state hut my qu~xstiofl is w,,hat can the ordirary c it iz en 

with Iimit-,,1 resources nn little time, On to tare~ent a monoply like 

Con E-A.ison from puttin- rive atoic enerpry plants4 in an, arou~nd a' 

residential area in.Westchester County.  

S in ce r ely, 

Sally S ce 

Mrs. L.awrence Schecter 
R.F.D. #1, B~ox RR 
(2roton-on-Hudsol 1 New York 10520



RECD APR 2 19.  

,arch 51, 1969 

5. Louis ,,Lane 

Crugers, New iork 

10520 

Jacob K. Javits, 

United States Senator from New York 

Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C.  

Dear Senator Javits: 

I am writing to ask that you be very watchful 

about what is happening during the present hearings 
before the United States Atomic Energy ommission 

in the matter of Consolidatedd-i&:on-!Dam:pan _ of New 

York, Inc. regarding Indian Point Unit #3.  

My friends and I have been attending some of 

the hearings and it is evident that we will not be 

able to register any meaningful protest. That is, 

one which will have a bearing on the outcome of the 

hearings. For that matter, it appears that the outcome 

is a foredrawn comclusion. Unit 3 will probably be.  

approved and so will Unit 74 and a possible Unit 5.  

It appears the purpose of these AEC hearings is 

only to determine whether or not Con Edison is 

sufficiently skilled in the construction and operation 

of these atomic energy plants. We have only Con Edison's 

word that they are safe. Who will evaluate the environ

mental factors? Congress did not empower this AEC 

hearing to deal with matters pertaining to the effects



0

of Unit 3 upon the waters of the Hudson River. Indeed, 

why not? It has been stated that with the operation of 

Unit #3 the temperature of the waters in the 'mixing area 

will be raised some 28&degrees. Radioactive waste will 

be discharged back into the River. The Con Edison 

application merely states that the people of Poughkeepsie 

and New York City draw their drinking water from the 

Hudson River. What does that prove? Unit i has been 
operational less than ten years. Unit 72 has not yet 

begun to operate and Units/-, ; 4., and J5 are in the 
works for the near future.  

It has been rumored that there is a higher rate of 

Leukemia, cancer of the thyroid gland and birth defects 

in this general area. Will it take some terrible 

catastrophe in order to have these matters studied 

and thoroughly investigated? God help us if the wind 

doesn't blow North and South up and down the Hudson Valley 

or aninversion should hold for more than an eight hour 

period of time or we should have a. earthquake within the 
next hundred years or some sick person decides to throw 

a bomb.  

There has not been much opposition to these atomic 

energy plants locally because everyone is so pleased with 

their lowered taxes that they can't think beyond the next 

year. We enjoy low taxes but we would rather live to eznoy 

nice,healthy grandchildren.  

Respectfully yours, 

Mrs. Jacques Chazaud



8 East 48 Street 
New York, New Ycrk 10017 

April 3, 1969.  

Mr. John V. Cleary, President 
Con Edison 
4 Irving Place, 
New York, New York 

Dear Mr. Cleary: .  

It is strange that a moholith and a monopoly like Con Edison 

is able to hoodwink and cajole not only the city but apparently 

the Public Service Commission into tolerating the sulphurous 

gases produced by, the many stacks that exist within the city 

limits of New York. It is most frustratingto me that a dis

charge of what is apparently tons of acrid fumes could be spewed 

over this city between 3:30 and 5.00 in the morning. It is 

inconceivable that you jeopardize the lives and well-being of 

residents of New York City by exhausting these fumes at an hour 

when most people are asleep., I
- do not know what, power Con 

Edison has over the Public Service Commission of New York but 

I fully intend to find out.  

In a world of free enterprise, how a monopoly such as a public 

utility can disregard the welfare of the consumers is certainly 

beyond my comprehension.  

I might add that on all the occasions when your stacks spew out the 

sulphurous gases in the early hours of the morning I have been 

violently ill from the terrible smell that permeates my apartment.  

There are no excuses for Con Edison making New York City air unfit 

to breath, and when it endangers my health I find it necessary to 

bring this to the attention of the proper authorities at the Board 
of Health.,: 

Sincerely yours, 

Sheilah Tilbrooke 
cc: Senator Jacob Javits 

Mlajor John Lindsay 
Oo.=Issioner E. J. O Rcke - B"oar of Heait 

Dept. of Air Resources 
Public Service Commission 
Editor - New York Times



R ECD APR 2 5 19691 

April 22, '1969 

Senator Jacob Javits 
U. S. Senate 
WashingTton, D.C.  

Dear Senator Javits: 

.1 wrote you on M;arch 31 re~rarding- Con Eidi:on's two nuclear power 
plants at InJian Point, New York; the fact that Con Ndison was 
trying to obtain permission from the A.E.C. to construct a third 
plant an. they were attemlbing to purchase property for plants 
four an- five.  

I am enclosing a copy of an article that appeared in the Peekskill 

Eveninr Star on April 18 announcing Con Ldi.:=on's plans to construct 

a fourth p)ant and possibly a 5th plant on this site. I am also enclos-' 
ino a copy of an editorial. that appeared in the Peekskill. Evenir- Star 
on Acril 19 announcinT their o,position.  

What is your position regarding the concentration of nuclear power 
plants in a residential area and secon,,Ily, what do you su.Test 
ordirary citiz.ens do to prevent thig concentration.  

I would like very much to hear from you.  

Sincerely, 

Sally -Schecter 

Mr's. Lawrence Schecter 
R.F.D.#19 nHox 85Re Croton-On-Muson, New York 10520
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- . "- - PEEKS.. N. Y., FRIDAY, APRIL 18, 1969 

I: 

Con Edison Board.Chair. erty in Verplanck, Con Ed!- wil not be building at Mon- In an old quarry where operman Charles F. Luce an- son *had begun assembling trose. A decision, however,- ations were terminated alnounced today-that the corn- parcels at Montrose, one of-. has not yet been made on most two decades ago..  pany will purchase 142 acres the sites under considera- disposition.of our property.. The new site adjoins theof property in Verplanck, on . tion. ... there." .h. - .n cs ieac di an 
the east shore of the Hudson. .i .of - s 235-acre Indiaa 
Rivet, for. construction of its "With acquisition of suffi- Plant construction on the- Point property along Broad
fourth nuclear power unit. - dent acreage in Verplanck Verplanck property will take way, which runs through 

The land was formerly to construct one, and possi- place on the western portion Verplanck and Buchanan. On 
wned by the New York Trap bly two, nuclear power of the site between the Hud- the river side, the Georgia 
,k Corp. -The proposed un ls," Mr. Luce said, "we son River and a 30-acre pond Pacific Corp. will retain own
o-t nuclear power planz '.  site is about a mile south of ._. ---_.i:- -. . . , Con Edison's Indian Point -. --.  

nuclear power plaht in Bu. '
chanan. - ,; . .  

Initial announcement. by.  
Mr. Luce of the companyl V 
plans to build a fourth nu.  
clear unit, and' possibly a . " . -' " -: "" 
duplicate fifith unit at the 
same site, was made 1- ... . - . .  
months ago. At that time_ 
several potential locations', 
were tnder consideration. - .

Before arrangements were-. = - . --.. .. . . ..  
made to purchase the prop- 1 .  
- --.. ". -.

:- *1:j

I .

ership of:a 41.5acre parce 

between the Indian Point and- .

Verplanck sites. Con Edison : 
-has operated one unit at In
dian Point since 1962, and a 
second unit is under con. 
struction and scheduled for
completion next year. TIhe: 
United States Atomic Ener-!-.: 

gY Commission is holding 
hearings, as part of its regu-.
latbry proceedings, on Co 
Edison's application or a 
construction license for a 
third unit at Indian Point 
When all three Indian point 
units are "on the line" they 
will have a combined capa
city of 2.1 million kilowatts 
-about 25 per cet of the 
company's total capaci-ty
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_Peekskhill Eveningor tar' 
-VOICE FO R ALL, A SHIELD FOR NONE 

E=,Jr. Do .d AletoSATURDAY, APRIL 19, 1969 Larrabee Albertson 
di General: Manager.  

* :i ;' Compou~ndil"g The Riss?11I 
CON EDISON revealed yesterday. that _.two. at Indian Point. -Although extreme; 

jt was pushing for construction of .a precautions have been taken in the op1), ",'ourth an osbya fit ncer poe' eaon of these plants, there has been.  
=plant along -the, Hudson River here, by', n~o long- period of saf ety experience yet j 

....:a'nnouncing that it.-will purchase 142 .accumulated. Accidentsi. through. mis- .  
.. acres of property in Verplanck. calculations or meohahical failure;, can-! 

Meanwhile, the Atomic Energy. Cor- .not be' ruled out 
=.mission is sti ll holding hearings. on the,. A serious accident could, conceivably, utity's application for a~ construction hv diatrsloal ramnificatios f 

)insefor its third unit at Indian, Point.. compounded five times, it 'could be -c 
While all this does indeed represent Watrophic for a wide area.' 

-substantial progress in the, economics .of~ -,Mroet~e sawy agrin
achieving an increased capacity to meet .herent in the period-ic removal of radio! ? ~the ever growing, needs for electricity active waste, from atomic plants andit 
In the metropolitan area,. one must pause,. transportation over. public highways to .  

_A0o seriously question this latest expan. storage sites.e 
:7:sion proposal on the grounds of puiblic,: ' 

safty ,OTHER AREAS of density population 
.,have successfully; resisted the encroach ATOMIC POWER. PLANTS arp still nt ofncerpwrpats in their 

relatively new, an'd methods operation- Midst on the, grounds of potential dan
xhave been'changing, as witnessed by the ~'ger to the population. . .  

=difference in construction. between Need, this comnmundty- be- so".supine -as 
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March 31, 1969 

Senator Jacob Javits 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C.  

Dear Senator Javits: 

On March 26, 1969 1 was called as a witness at an Atomic Energy Commission 
hearing in Buchanen, New York. The subject of the hearing is a request 
from the Consolidated Edison Co. for a permit to construct Indian Point 
reactor No. 3.  

The presiding officer ruled that I might not give testimony on the 
subject of thermal pollution except as temperature might affect 
radiologic&L risks.  

I am writing to request that you use any influence you may have to assure 
that thermal pollution will be taken into account in approving sites for 
nuclear plants. This is urgent because we expect very soon to have hear
ings here on the Bell reactor which New York State Electric and Gas Co.  
proposes for the shore of Cayuga Lake. The Lake may be ruined by the 
thermal pollution and it is simply outrageous to ignore this in granting 
a construction permit. Standards for thermal release into a flowing 
river simply-do not apply to a stratified lake.  

Very sincerely yours, 

La Mont C.. Cole 
Professor of Ecology

LCC:es


