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TEmOR M LA AFFARS Congress of the United States

House of mpresent&tihes
Washington, B. €.

_ June 5, 1969

The Honorable Glenn T. Seaborg
Chairman

Atomic Energy Commission
Washington, D.C. 20545

Dear Mr. Chairman:

303 CANNON BUILDING
WasHINGTON, D.C., 20518
225-6616

DISTRICT OFFICE:
1040 ST. NICHOLAS AVENUE
(AT 163RD STREET)
NEW YOoRrRK, NEW YoRK 10032
ADIRONDACK 4-6900

R ~2206

I understand that the Atomic Energy Commission recently
concluded hearings on the application of the Consolidated Edison
Company of New York to construct the nuclear power plant at

Indian Point..

‘ I believe that serious issues have been raised concerning
the hazards posed by construction in a populated area within

25 miles of New York City, and I would appreciate having a

full report from you concerning the issues which have been raised.

Thank you for your assistance.
With kindest regards.

Sincerely,

Member of Congfes
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Dear Mr. Javits,

lLong letters seldom get attention, so | will make mine short
zreat concern

Indian Point
is already built except
hasn't ziven
Imagine the courage of
that money without prior approvall
about to let orders for
Do you wonder that American people

of
"nroposed' t
Westchester Count
reactor., Oh yes - |
approval vet. The suspense
Confd's people in "gambling
wWhy they are so uncertain,
numhers 4 and S5!1!
cvnical? '

in the hope you read all
ahout Con-Ed's
Buchanan,
for the

| am opposed to this
hackyard or_anywhere else.
immense. I know all about
it is everlastingly quoted

us also know the improbable has a remarkable record of
the T.W.A.
Hortheast power failure

| object because it takes only one "improbable' conventional

happening~  that United pla
one over the Grand Canyon (
etc,stc.

it. |
hird nuclear plant at
y. Of course it
know the A.E.C.
is terrific!
"all
they are

want to register

4L

FOUA

Peekskill,"

April

it's

are

proliferation of reactors In my

The potential
the probability of an
by Con Ed's P.R. men. All
ne flving up the tail of

June,1658); the

for slaughter is
accident-

of

in

(HOT ATOMIC!) explosion to loose enough radiation to wipe out all your
constituents from around here. The risk for what might be gained by

other means is hardly worth

Or is 1t?

.
-
I C.

Ton £d hoasts of low background radiation from, and its safety

record with,its present sma
exnerience with an 800+ meg
experiments being conducted
in Montana. And if these pl
them against radiation dama

Where will we bury all the future radioactive waste? The con-

ventional garbage problem |
grow grass or even just go
it isn't just how safe the
better he a LONG time. And,

I am oleading for some intelligence in planning for future pnlants.
the experts-not just
narticularly when the

I f there
Con Fd's,

are to be any at a
We scientists hav

11 pltant. What are
awatt reactor? MOMNELDLD. ]

in my backyard. Look at al)
how come no one will

ants are so safe,
ge to us citizens?

its,or the manufacturers,
object to such lethal
those dead sheep

insure

mi i Nt
Y
10566
29, 1969,

s bad enough., This stuff doesn't make narks or
away. The decay is exponential isn't it? So
contalners.are but for how Tong! How long

remember, all radiation

11 let us hear from all
e made mistakes bhefore,

is cumulative!

avidence is just theoretical as it is here. More experimental data is

the t
areas? Is

needed. Can't we take
heavily populated
Marx really right?

ime to get it
profit the only voice

before the plants
in America?

are

huilt
Or was

The letter is too long after all. Yet it only hecins to say vihy |

feel as ! do. Included are

some references which make the noint

in

detai

A scientist needs his references like a lawver needs his precedents.

| look forward to hearing how you feel about this matter. And

three cheers for Howard Hughes! | wish he owned property in Buchanan,

Véry Truly Yours,

. Pierce A.

Brennanr

in

4
i
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"References

"The Careless Atom" Sheldon Novick
Mot everything he says is correct but enough is.

"The Myth of The Peaceful Atom" R.Curtis and LZ.Hogan.
Natural History, March, 1969.

"The Integrity of Science" American Scientist, 53, June, 1965.
Some eminent mistakes by eminent scientists.
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March 31, 1969

Senator Jacoch Javits:
U. §. Senate

Washington, D.C. %
@
Dear Senator Javits:.

Con Ldison already has two plants located at Indian Point, New York,
Thev.are now in the process of trving to ohtain permission to construct
A tgiggﬁplant at this site and according to a Con Edison report, they
are attempting to purchasze property south of this immediate area for
plants 4 and 5.

Hearings are now heing held by the ALE.C. but it is impossible for the
ordinary citizen to voice his opinion at these hearinzs. .

“Many of our neighbors are opposed to the bnilding of more atomic enersy
plapts in this area because of the possible danzers of radiation an#
hecause so little is known about the effects of having three more atomic
enerev plants in this area. '

Y am writing to you to ask your assistarco in onposing an expansion of
Con Reison's atomiec facilities in the Croton-Peekskill area. I would
also appreciate it if you could tell wme how ‘I ean nrotest the expansion
of Con Bdiscn in this area.

I read in this morning's New York Times that loward Hughes is opposed

to the Atomic Enercy Commission conducting experiments 1ip Nevada, With
bis resources he can probably stop the A.E.C. from conducting the atomic
experiments. in his state bhut my mrestion is what can the ordinary citizen
with limited resources and little time, do. to prevent a mononly like

Con Edison from putting five atomic energy plantﬂ in and around a’
residential area in, Wextcheqter County.

Sincerely,

Al dedacic
Sally S(]Swecter

Mrs, ngrence Schecter

R.F.D. #1, Box 83R A -

Croton-on-Hudson, New York 10520
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March 31, 1969
5. Louis Lane
Crugers, New York
10520

Jacob K. Javits,

United States Senator from New York
Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C.

Dear Senator Javits:

I an writing to ask that you be very watchful

about what is happening during the present hearings b
before the United States Atomic Energy Commission

in the matter of Consolidated-Edison-Campany of New
York, Inc. regarding Indian Point Unit #3.

i T,
%,

My friends and I have been atten&ing some of
the hearings and it is evident that we will not be

‘able to register any meaningful protest. That is,

one which will have a bearing on the outcome of the
hearings. For that matter, it appears that tﬁe,outcome
is a foredrawn comclusion. Unit #3 will probably be.
approved and so will Unit j# and a possible Unit#b.

I+ appears the purpose of these AEC hearings is
only to determine whether or not Con Xdison is
sufficiently skilléd in the construction and operation
of these atomic energy plants. We have only Con Edison's
word that they are safe. Who will evaluate the environ-'\
mental factors? Congress did not empower this AEC
hearing to deal with matters pertaining to the efﬁects



of Unit 3 upon the waters of the Hudson River. Indeed,
why not? It has been stated that with the operation of
Unit #3 the témpérature of the waters in the mixing area
will be raised some 28didegrees. Radioactive waste will
be discharged back into the River. The Con Edison
application merely states that the people of Poughkeepsie
and New York City draw their drinking water from the
Hudson River. What does that prove? Unit #I has been
operational less than ten years. Unit #2 has not yet
begun to operate and Units #2, #4, and #5 are in the
works for the near future.

It has been rumored that there is a higher rate of
Leukemia, cancer of the thyroid gland and birth defects
in this general area. Will it take some terrible
catastrophe 1in order to have these matters studied
and thoroughly investigated? God help'us if the wind
doesn't blow North and South up and down the Hudson Valley
or andinversion should hold for more than an eight hour
periocd of time or we should have an éarthquake within the
next hundred years or some sick person decides to throw
a oonb. '

There has not been much opposition to these atomic
enerzgy plants locally because everycne 1s so pleased with-
their lowered taxes that they can't think beyond the nex
vear. We enjoy low taxes but we would rather live to enﬁdy
nice,healthy grandchildren. .

Respectfully yours,

N _ / ’ ’

Mrs. Jacques Chazaud .



8 East 48 Street
New York, New Yoxrk 10017

o April 3, 1969.

'
..'«

Mr. John V. Cleary, President ' ‘ R
Con Edison ' o
4 Ixving Place .

. New York, New York

-«Daar Mr.'Cieary::.'~-.tlJ ~;

It is strange that a mofiolith and a monopoly like Con EdLGDQ;;::
is able to hoodwink and cajole mot only the city but apparently
the Public Service Commission into tolerating the sulphurous
gases produced by the many stacks that exist withia the city
limits of New York. It is most frustrating toc me that a dis-
charge of what is apparently tons of acrid fumes could be spewed
over this city between 3:30 and 5.00 in the worning. It is '
inconceivable that you jeopardize the lives and well-being of
residents of New York City by exhausting these fumes at an hour

. when most people are asleep. I do not know what: power Con
Edison has over the Public Service Commission of New York but

I fully intend to find ocut.

In a world of free énuerprise how a monopoly such as a public
utility can disvegard the welfare of the consumers is certalnly
beyond my comprehension. :

I might add that on all the occasions whan your stacxs spew out the
sulphurous gases in the early hours of the morning I have been
violently ill £rom the terrible smell that permeates wy apartment.

There are no excusges for Con Edison mauing New York Clty air unfit
to breath, and when it endangers my health I find it necessary to
bring this to the attention of the proper author*ties at the Board
of Health.- : -

L . 8incerely yours, . . . .. .. .,

N

¢/// xeliah Tilibrocke
cc: Senator Jacob Javits

Major John Lindsay .

Commissioner BE. J. O'Bourke - Bozzd of Health
Dept. 0f Air Resources
Public Service Commission
Editor - New, York Times
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April 22, '1969

Senator Jacob Javits
U. S. Senate
Washington, D.C.

Doar benator Javits:

I wrote you on March 31 regarding Con Ldizon's two nuclear power
plants at Indian Point, Nev York ; the fact that Con kKdison was
tryine to obtain permission from the A,K.C. to construct a third
plant and they were attempbing te purchase nropprtv for plants
four ansg fTive. _ :

I am enclosing a copy of an article that appeared in the Peekskill
Evenine Star on April 18 anrouncing Con Lkdizon's nlans to construct

a fourth plant and possibly a 5th plant on this site. I am also enclos--
ing a copy of an editorial that appeared in the Peeksk111 Evenireg Star
on Anril 19 anmnouncing their onposition.

What is vour position regarding the concentration of nuclear power
plants in a residential area and secondly, what 4o you qu,ﬁeqt
ordinary citizens do to prevent this concentration.

I woul? like very much to hear from vou.

Sincerely,

Lo
» pchecter
Mrs,., Lawrence Schecter L o i
R.F.D, '#1, Box 83R
Croton-On-~-Hudson, New York 10320

G . e - R
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"Con Edison Board Chair-.

man - Charles F. Luce an-
niounced today that the com-
pany will purchase 142 acres'

of property in Verplanck, on .
the east shore of the Hudson_ .-
- River, for construction of its -

fourth nuélear power ‘unit. ~
The land was formerly

wned by ¢the New York Trap
"ock Corp. - The proposed
tourth nuclear power plant.

site is about a mile south of -+

Con Edison’s Indian Point-
nuclear power plafit -in Bue

* _chanan, - -

Initial announcement by :
Mr. Luce of the company’s

plans to build a fourth nu- :j
clear unit, and’ possibly a~
duplicate fifith unit at the:

several potential locations  * T
were under consideration, . 5o
* Before arrangements were * - R
made to purchase the prop'-’j oo

same site, was made 15.
months ago. At that time,:

bly two,

R TPV e I E Traatl -
Serir & -

.- -~

erty in Verplanck, Con Edi~

son had begun assembling
parcels at Montrose, one of -

the sites under considera-

ton. " -

“With acquisition of suffi- - _
cient acreage in Verplanck

to construct one, and possi-

will ‘not

nuclear power -
unjts,” Mr. Luce said, “we

there.”

f'\-.PIath construction on the -

Verplanck property will take
place on the western portioa

of the site between the Hud--
son River and a 30-acre pond

building at Mon-~
{rose. A decision, however,
has not yet been made on .
disposition.of our property.

‘In an old quarry xivi‘éré'bper-i_v B
ations - were terminated al- -

- most two decades ago. . -

Y

The' new site adjoins the- -

company’s 235-acre . Indian
Point property along Broad-

. way, which runs through

"Verplanck and Buchanan. On
-'the river side, the Georgia -.
Pacific Corp, will retain own-

S

ership of 'a 415 acre parcel

between the Indian Point and " *
Verplanck sites. Con Edison - :
-has operated one unit at In-

dian Point since 1962, and &
second unit is under con-
struction and scheduled for
completion next year. The

' United States Atomie Eneroy

gy Commission is holding

hearings, as part of its regu-.
latory proceedings, on Con
" Edison’s application for.a .

construction license for a

" third unit at Indian Point, - | -
When all three Indian Point | . -
units are “on the I'ne” they

will have a combined capa-

city of 2.1 million kilowatts’ | =
—about 25 per cent of the |: .
company’s fotal capacity; |-

5
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L , 5 TE i VOICE FOR ALL, A SHIELD FOR NONE Coe N
B SATURDAY 'APRIL 19, 1969  Larrabee Alberison’
y . B ‘ General: Manager o
TS R C@mpﬂmndmg The kaso |
S ; - g B CON EDISON revealed vecterday. that . ‘two. at Indian Point. Although extreme L
TR - 2t was pushing for construction of .a- . precautions have been taken in the opw. j v
T §> ~*{ourth and possibly'a fifth nuclear power . eration of these plants, ‘there has been
CoodRT o ._.plant along the Hudson River. here, by no long period of safety ‘experience yet ; '." 5
i omannouncing that it. will purchase 142 . accumulated. Accidents;, through . mis-
T " ‘Tlacres of _property in Verplanck. " . calculations or mechahical fallure cari o
o ! L Meanwhxle the Atomic Energy. Com-‘ not be ruled out. . . B e
S o =‘mission is still holding hearings on the . - A serious accident could, conceavably,‘ o
LT tility’s .application for a_ construction: have disasterous :local ramifications. .If: 7 '
FR icense for its third unit at Indian Point.- compourided five - times, it could be-cabs‘ : o
S - While all this does indeed relpresent “tastrophic for a wide area: |
G ¢ - swsubstantial progress in the economics. of .. Moreover, there is always danger in- . a
ORI h. "% achieving an increased capacity to meet”. herent in the periodic removal of radio !’ Fo o
S L *:ithe ever growing needs for electmcny ‘active waste from atomic- plants and-itsi i i
S ‘in the metropolitan area, one ‘must pause . transportatxm over pwbhc hlghways to‘.
‘ : J ~;I¢;o senously question this latest expan-. sborage sxtes. T A
o U Eision pmposal on the grounds of - public . ' i
fi N sarfety. ST § CL OTHER AREAS of densxty populatxon- :
SRR i :,N,: v “ have successfully ‘resisted the encroach-,
D KSR ‘;_:” ATOMIC POWER PLANTS arp stnll "ment of nuclear power plants in thexrl' '
s T E ’ relatively new, and methods operatlon ‘midst on the. grounds of potexmal dan-
- " -+ %have been’ changmg, as witnessed by the ger to the populatxon., IR g’_. S
Ll : .-dxﬁ'erence  construction .. between . .Need" thxs commumty be so supme asf o
o atomw_plant number ‘one: and- number b0’ i 38
\ ' . 40
. : i
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COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES ' T . NSEJORK STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
o ’ A Statutory College of the State University

. CORNELL UNIVERSITY

DivisioN OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
ITHACA, N. Y. 14850 |

SECTION OF ECOLOGY & SYSTEMATICS ‘ mr . 106D
Bldg. # 6 Langmuir Lab. nﬁGD APR 3 ‘\,69

March 31, 1969

- Senator Jacob Javits
Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator Javits:

On March 26, 1969 I was called as a witness at an Atomic Energy Commission
hearing in Buchanen, New York. The subject of the hearing is a request
from the Consolidated Edison Co. for a permit to construct Indian Point
reactor No. 3. ’ SR

The presiding officer ruled that I might not give testimony on the

subject of thermal pollution except as temperature might affect
radiological risks.

I am writing to request that you use any influence you may have to assure
that thermal pollution will be taken into account in approving sites for
nuclear plants. This is urgent because we expect very soon to have hear-
ings here on the Bell reactor which New York State Electric and Gas Co.
proposes for the shore of Cayuga Lake. The Lake may be ruined by the
thermal pollution and it is simply outrageous to ignore this in granting
a construction permit. Standards for thermal release into a flowing
river simply.do not apply to a stratified lake.

Very sincerely yours, -
e P &

La Mont C..Cole
Professor of Ecology _ ' .

LCC:es



