%)  HUDSON RIVER FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION |
"Box 7% - -
‘Ossining, New York 10562

ARS PALSLAVATION Q9 THU {

BATUAAL ALIOVACHS )

SEOISATLD YO THE RISTORATION . J
§

THE HUDSON RIVIR ()

Gy [

March 18, 1972’

Dr. James R. Schlesinger S
Chairman, o .

Atomic Energy Commission

Washington, D. C. 20545

My dear Dr. Schlesingers

Yesterday's New York Times reported your proposal that the Atomic

" Energy Commission be allowed to issue so-called "interim" oper-
ating licenses to nuclear power plants (completed but not. licensed)
through June, 1973, without having to submit the final environmen-—
tal impact statements required by the National Environmental Policy
Act.

The Atomic Energy Commission released their own study - (Docket NOo
50-247; December 30, 1971) dealing with Consolidated Edison Compa-
ny®s Indian Point Plants (1 and 2) at Buchanan, N. Y. Speaking on

the subject of fish kilis by Indian Point Plant No. 1, the study =
credits this plant with killing five million fish since going on
the line in 1963. Indian Point Plant No. 1 has been out of service ™t
almost as much as it has been in service. One would have to double

the fish-kill figures had this plant stayed on the line constantlye.

On March 1, 1972, the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation ordered Indian Point Plant No. 2 to cease operating
all circulators. This order came as a result of over 100,000 fish
being killed over a brief four-day period (February 23rd - 26th).

vour recommendation that the reguirements stipulated in the Nation-
"al Environmental Policy Act be set aside would allow Indian Point

" Plant No., 2 to go on the line free of the restrictive chains of
environmental responsibility. The recent fish kills by this plant
were .not the first attributed to it. Indian Point Plant No. 2 has

a record oﬁﬁﬁish kills that can only be called disastrous.

”r Nh

The Atomic Energy Commisgion study admits that the operation of
Indian Point generating facilities poses a real threat to fishlife
in that portion of the Hudson River (effected by water withdrawal
and thermal discharge). An annual mortality of 25% of striped bass
eggs and larvae is anticipated (AEC's Figures).
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In the name of "expected power emergencies" you are asking that a
moratorium be declared on environmental concern. This moratorium
would be in effect until June, 1973. And after June, 1973? You are
aware, I'm sure, of the momentum theory: Once a thing has been put
in motion, attempts to stop it are frequently futile. A massive
force in motion (An unrestricted AEC) generates tremendous momen-
tum. Once you have been allowed to circumvent existing policy, who
will be able to stop you? Will you be able to brake your own momen-
tum. Perhaps it is more to the point to ask if you will want to
brake this momentum.

Freed of environmental restraints by a special act of Congress,
allowed to operate for one year beyond the dictates of the National
Environmental Policy Act, damage done to the environment by nuclear
plants will be incalculable. ' '

In the manufactured climate of "expected power emergencies" you are
asking that gains made for environmental protection be relinquished.

Consolidated Edison Company's record on the Hudson River is well:
documented in Robert H. Boyle's bookx THE HUDSON RIVER (W. W. Norton

& Company, Ince. 1969). Through the efforts of the Hudson River

Fishermen's Association, Consolidated Edison has been forced to rec-
ognize their environmental responsibilities. Gradually, a certain
detente has been established between both organizations. You now
will make it possible for the utility to assume its earlier posture
of environmental indifference. :

Those utilities involved in your proposal will applaud your action.
Environmental groups involved (directly) in your proposal will view’
it as a cynical act. )

Your appointment as Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission was
seen by many as a turning point in the AEC's history. A new man; a
different philosophy; an AEC with a conscience. You have the chance
to vindicate this judgement. I hope you will take it. :

SinCerely,i
@—’Cﬁ’ 8&‘1/ s —

"David M, Seymoir
Member, Board of Directors

rd

Hudson River Fishermen®s ASSOC.

; R. F. D. #1

- v Garrison, N. Y. 10524
cc: The Honorable John D. Dingle
U. S., House of Representatives

Washington, D. C. 20515
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Hr. David M. Seymour
Member, Board of Directors .
Hudson River Fishermen’ s Association
R.F.D. #1 .
Garrlson, New York 10524

Dear Mr. Seymour.

" With reference to your letter of March 18 1972, we appreciate your
concern regarding interim licensing of nuclear pover plants and environ-
wental matters, particularly in relation to Consolidated Edison s Indian
Point Unit No. 2. : :

At the present time, a b111 to add a new Section 192 to the Atomic Energy
Act which would provide for interim licensing of some nuclear power. plants
‘has heen passed by the House of Representatives, the Senate, and -is now
- before the President. The bill would provide for issuance of operating
-licenses for nuclear power reactors such as Indian Point Unit No. 2,
where electrical emergy is- needed to meet specified energy needs, even
though the full term license is being contested. The issuance of a
temporary licenmse would not deprive tbe public of a full review of the
health .and safety and environmental matters which may be contested nor
_would it prejudice the pogsition of any party who is participating in the
contested hearing on.the full-term license. If any temporary license is
" issued by the Commission, the final Commission action would be subject
to Judlcial review under the Administrative.Ordors Review Act of 1969,

The Cemmission is alse well avare and concerned about the'potentiai'*““/
mortality of fish eggs and larvae and the recent fish kills during

' testing of two of the circulating pumps of the intake structure of

Indian Point. This subject, as well as the crltical need for power for

the Wew York Metropolitan areg; is addressed in the enclosed copy of

‘the Draft Detailed Statement on Invironmental Considerdtidns of Indian

Point Unit He. 2, dated April 13, 1972, The Draft Statement describes

. in the sumwary and conclusions the action planned by the Commission te
minimize the environmental impact from operation of this plant. After
the 30-day period for comments from Federal, State and local agencies
and the public 18 completed on June 2, 1972, the Commission will prenare

. the Final Environmental Impact Statement on this plant. .
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Mr. David M. Seymour - 2 -

It has been a pleasure to discuss with you'yoﬁr ¢oneetns”regagding
environmental matters and interim licensing of Indian Point Unit. No. 2.
"1f we can be of further service to yau, please feel free to call upon

us.
Sincerély,
Giambusso, Deputy Director
- for Reactor Projects
Directorate ‘of Licenmsing
. Enclesure:
As stated
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‘ UNITED STATES

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20545

Mr. David M. Seymour

Member, Board of Directors

Hudson River Fishermen's Association
R.F.D. #1

Garrison, New York 10524

Dear Mr. Seymour:

T s Sorry Ko e Aoty rev Fusaeys v

With reference+e your letter of March 18, 1972,<=we—appreeiste—jour—
47cng§g;n=regarding interim licensing of nuclear power plants and environ-

mefntal matters, particularly in relation to Consolidated Edison's Indian

Point Unit No. 2.

t the presént—time:*E“BiITfEE‘;ga_gﬁnew Section 192 to the Atomic EAZEEy\
Act which would provide for interim licensing of some nuclear power plant
has been passed by the House of Representatives, the Senate, and is now
before the President. The bill would provide for issuance of operating
licenses for nuclear power reactors such as Indian Point Unit No. 2,
where electrical energy is needed to meet specified energy needs
“-though the full term license is being contested. / The issuance of a
temporary license would not deprive the public of a full review of the
health and safety and environmental matters which may be contested nor
would it prejudice the position of any party who is participating in the
contested hearing on the full-term license. If any temporary license is
issued by the Commissiong the final Commission action would be subject
to judigial»reviéﬁfahder the Administrative Orders Review Act of 1969.
P .

e
’i%e Commission is also well aware and concerned about the potential
mortality of fish eggs and larvae and the recent fish kills during
testing of two of the circulating pumps of the intake structure of
Indian Point. This subject, as well as the critical need for power for
the New York Metropolitan area, is addressed in the enclosed copy of
{ the Draft Detailed Statement on Environmental Considerations of Indian
s Point Unit Np. 2, dated April 13, 1972. The Draft Statement describes
\ in the summary and conclusions the action planned by the Commission to
minimize the environmental impact from operation of this plant. After

\ the 30-day period for comments from Federal, State and local agencies
\\ and the public is completed on June 2, 1972, the Commission will prepare
\ the Final Environmental Impact Statement on this plant.
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us.
Sincerely,
Apge¥e Giambusso, Deputy Director
for Reactor Projects
Directorate of Licensing
Enclosure:

As stated
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March 2&, 1972

1. Mr. Hoffmann
- A2l

'May we have your advice on filing the
attached letter in the Public Document
Room? . _ -,

Ref{. Ltr David Seymour to Sch1e31nger,
3/18/72
Docket No. 50-247

s_Jegiﬂe Cook

Office of the Director
of Regulation
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2. .Jeanne Cook
008 Bethesda

- )X Approved for filing in PIR.

Document not to be filed in the PDR.

.’-

- Martin R. Hoffmaunn
General Counsel
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