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October 25, 1976 

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20555 

Attention: Mr. S amuel W. Jensch 

Gentlemen: 

I was unable to appear at the public hearing held on October 5 in White 
Plains concerning the licensing of the Consolidated Edison Company of 
New York to construct by May 1, 1979 a natural draft cool ing tower at 
its Indian Point Nuclear Generating Plant No. 2 for the purpose of providing 
a closed-cycle cooling system. I am offering this written statement by 
way of a limited appearance for the City of Peekskill.  

The City of Peekskill is unalterably opposed to the use of cooling towers, 
natural draft or any other type, as a means of reducing the temperature of 
the water used to cool the reactors of these generating plants. The possible 
negative impact caused by the operation of such towers on the residents of 
Peekskill and surrounding Hudson Valley communities in terms of noise, 
development potential, aesthetic quality, health of people, animals and 
plants and damage to materials is sufficiently great to make one question
whether the benefits actually exceed the costs. At any rate, it is my 
understanding that studies by Consolidated Edison having-a direct bearing on 
this question are still in progress and that a two-year delay in the construction 
of any new closed-cycle cooling system has been requested. I wholeheartedly 
support the two-year postponement in order that the results of these studies 
can be properly weighed before any decision is made. This postponement is 
even more appropriate in view of the fact that any harm done to the river 
life during the two years is not anticipated to be irreyersible.  

The City, of Peekskill, with financial assistance from the National Endowment 
of the Arts, has, recently completed a study entitle d A Search for Alternatives 
to the Proposed Cooling Towers at Indian Point. Whil ,e no re-use of the 
surplus heat present -in the cooling water as it leaves the plant was found 
to be feasible in the Indian Point area, the Study does present enough 
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evidence to justify reanalyzing in greater detail the use of canals, ponds, 
and spray modules as a method of cooling. I have enclosed six copies of 
the draft of this report.  

Because of the overwhelming importance of this matter to everyone concerned, 
I strongly urge that you give this information serious consideration in your 
del iberat ions.

Thank you.  

Sincerely,

If you need more copies of the report draft, please let me know.
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cc: H. Fish, Congressman 
B. Gordon, NYS Senator 
E. Gibbs, Westchester County Legislator 
G. Begany, Mayor, Village of Buchanan 
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