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‘A, Dateland Mahnet AEC was informed:

As previously reported“,'Comm1351oner Diamond, New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation- (DEC) issued an ‘order to halt testing of
the circulating water pumps for Unit No. 2 because of substantial fish
kills. The press release of Commissioner Diamond and the April 1, 1972
edition of the New York State Environment paper, published by the New
York DEC, contained recommendations relating to penalties and conditions
under which circulating system testing could be resumed. (Articles

: attached)

Descrlptlon of Partlcular Event or Circumstance:

The artlcleSstate that Commissioﬁer Diamond has asked New York Attorney
General Lefkow1tz to seek fines from Consolidated Edison for "substantial

_fish kills which eoccurred at Unit No. 2 im, February and. that Consolldated

Edison mlght ‘be 1iable for penalties as high as §1.6 Million. 'The article

also states that the DEC has agreed to resume testlng prov1ded

1. Water intake_veloeity is reduced to 60 percent of capacity

2. Double air bubble screens are installed in front of all intakes
at Units 1 and 2 before December 1, 1272,

3. Plans are developed for a screemed lagoon which weuld'keeﬁ‘all fish
away from the intakes if the above measures do not. prov1de adequate
protection. . '
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VActlon by Llcensee

- Mr. w Cobean Manager of Nuclear Power Generatlon, was contacted on
April 7, 1972. He informed CO:I that Con-Ed has received notification

- from thc DEC on tbls matter and that the provisional conditions are
~under évaluation. Mr. Cobean stated that the c1rcu1at1ng pumps have not ’
been operated s:nce the- initial DEC order was received. :
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By Sanoy D/.zm'x'mey

Co'n'x s's’o'v'\r Henry L. Dia.
'nond has asled Attomey Gen-
Louis Lefkowitz to seek
s from Consolidated Edison
for “substantial fsh Xkiils” which
oceurred at Con Edison’s new

Ta

v
i

indien "Point No, 2 nuclear
power plant in February. Con
Zdison might be liable for

nenalties as hiff‘ 1 as $1.6 million

for violation of tlie conservation
law prohit iting the taking oi Tish

by drawing off waler.

“My investigation of the mas-
sive A kill ingdicates  that”
Consolidated Edison should have
inown the techniques they were -

using would cuuse jrreversible
Sharm to e fsh life of the
river,””” Commissioner Dinmond -

said, “‘In the lioht ¢f this

sre rd for the quality of the
enhron nent, I' am’ asking the

. At o mey General to seak the

sudstantial - penalties  the 151\‘»’ - prior to low power testing of its
'ovxdc> nuclear generator which is sche.,
Co.n..x.ssxoncr Dmmo d had‘- duled forApril, . . o L
. - April 1,

- Attomn

ordered Con Edison to cease
uOSLln" 1\.'3 water m..:h(e LZ!CIKAMCS
at Ind an Point No. 2 after
nearly 160,000 fish were killed
during operation of the plant

"~ from February 22.27. A public
“hearing was held in Albany on

March 9 "at whaich Cen Edison
was  orcered to produce their
records of " fish kiils. during
January and Febryary,

. “Under the law,” Commis-
sioner Diamong explained, “the
department has the autnomy to
protect the {ish by ciosing down

Sthe piant, which we did, but it
“has no duhhorxhy to impose a

fine dircetly upon the comoa*l_/.
Consequently, I am asking the
ney Gme al to'bri’ng thi
before the cour .
reliminary Tests

The $160 miilion 873,000
kilowatt plant is not yet in
operation but has been under-
going preliminary start

1972 Edltlon of the New York State Env1ronment ?,
paper, publlshed by the New. York DEGC '

“sereencd

up tests .

o

iThe department has agreed ¢
let Con ZEdison resu me ils. test
provided it takes the following
strong qmcﬂu w6s for protomon
ol fish lile in the Hudson River:

1. Reduction of water intake
veiocity to 60 percent of capa-
city.

N

2. Instaliation ol couble air

bubble sercens in front of ‘all
water intakes "at both Indinn

Point No. 1 and No. 2 before
Dcccmbcr 1, 1972.
3, Dcve.opmcm ol pians for-

winter months when the temper-
ature and salinity cond
near tihe Indian Point plants
provide 2 mote favorabie hanitat
than o..hc" dreds of the rm..,
causing ﬁs.l to’ con gregate the

Wheon ;Con{zm,xcd onpage 11

is -

lagoons which wouid -
keep all fish' away from the
intakes if the above e MeAasures o
" not provide adequate protection.
Vinter Months
The fish kill -provlem
particularly severe curing the

“fish tend: to: bg Ictna‘gAc in cold

S TR R RS JL Jl

L Con tinued frbnz page 1

in laree numnom Furthermore,
. weather dnd aré less - able. {o
swim away fxom the plant’s
intake ch.mro)s dm.'w opcration
of the cxrculators which draw:
waler {roin the river at a rale of
. approximately 140,000 gallons

per minute,

The dead. figh, mmnIy white
perch up to tv'o inches long,
were  killed when they were-
drawn-in by hc circulators aiid

becamne Impinged on protéctive

screens dcsx'fmd to Keep dobiis -

. from entmm~1 thé plani’s cooling
system, :

Con Edisén has been experi-
menting with air bubble sereens
at Indmn Point No. 1 with some

Tish

“success in reducing fish kills |
there.
Hamry G, \"oodomy, Con

Gitions

“in the future,
that the test <would inevitably . -

Tdison’s e\ocutwe vice president

for envirommantal : alfaivs, tosti-
- fied at th ‘-'ca,xmgs that the
February fests at Indian Point
No. 2 were ‘part of the com-
pany’s winter service effective-
ness progiam: to obiain data to
< help minimize fish kiil probiems
“We were

catch some fsh ? Woodbivy
mmr\d “hnf wo nnnrl tho togt to

et ‘data on which to design a

bc»tor intake systcm.

\"ooobuxy svuec’ that “plam :

operation at Indian Point hos

not. and will ‘hot have a signifi- -

_cant impact on the fish life of
the Ixuwon River.” He repeated
an ‘cailier Con idisen pror)os.xl
to build. a. hatcncxy to replac
any f(ish in theiriver killed b_/ .hn
piant ap omllon ’ z
)

awara

]
.{L\.. fi .

>on Bdison has been operat.
ing its Indian Toeint No. 1 plunt
for nearly’ ten years and hins
experienced recuwiring fish kill
problems. The ulility hopes lo

_have the No. 2 plant producing

substantial amounts of power oy
July.

“We are requiring that Con

Ldison give us 24 hours aavaice

notice - during  business noa s
before ady testing is resuined ot
Indian Poiat No, 2,”. Colnmis-
siorier Diamond stated, “Iin:
forcement personnel from the
depariment  will. be. on Jhand,
duting future lesis to adsure tx at
pxopor sa fe'fuams are Laken,”

i
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Comm1531oner of Env1ronmental Conservatlon Henry L. Dlamond today asked
‘Attorney General Louls Lefkow1tz ‘to seck fines from Consolldated Edlson for
_ "substantlal flSh killg™ thch occurred at Con Ed's Indlan P01nt No. 2 nuclear

h,power plant in Feb"uary - Testlmony at’ recent Department hearlngs 1nd1cate the

wf;'utlllty mlght be 11able for penaltles as hlgh as $l 6 mlJl1on.

"My 1nvest1gatlon of the ma551ve flSh kill 1ndJcates that éonsolldated Edlson-j

'ffishould have known the technlques they tere uslngAwould cause lrreyer51ble‘harm to‘

si”the fish llfe of the rlver," Comm1SSJoner hlamond sald J;"In the llght of thls hf;n
‘:dlsrecard for‘the quallty of the env1ronnent, l -am. asklng thc Attorney Ceneral -
‘to séek the substantlal penaltles tne law proyldes."t' | - .

' "Unler th° law," Co¢m1551oner Dlamond eyP alned, “the Dcpurtmenc has the ,t-'

- }authorlty to proLect the flsh by closlng down Lhe plant whlch we dld but 1t has
'no authorlty to 1mpose a flne dJrectly upon tne company. Consequently, ‘T am
' 7§asklng the Attorney General to brlng thJs before Lhe courts ",, Tf

‘The. Department has agreed to let the company resume tho Lestlng of the $l60

'~_€nllllon plant-wrth strong safegualds for flsh protecLJon. These 1nclude-

"l; ,ReduCtlon‘of the veloc1ty of water intake to 60 percent-of.caoa01ty.

‘_2; bInstallatlon of double air bubble screens in lront of all water 1ntakes :_th'{
,at both Indlan P01nt No. 1 and ? Vo._2 belore Decemner ], 1972._. |

I Y\mfrr\lf\vw - t

men cf-plaus_i 0L sCreened ldgoon ‘wnich wouldbxeep all fish away-
'Vfrom intakeé.h

"The cruc1al tlmL fo” flsh comes durlng Lhe winter months when- the water 1s cold'_h”

and the flsh are ]csc moblle," Conmlss1oncr Dlamond sald ' "Cuttlng badk the Velocity L

(more);




‘ eew1th some s»rlped bass and oLher spec1cs.

. of water intake during cold weather is expected to provide adeqﬁate profectich for

R

C e fish until Dece'vnber".’ "‘l"h_e‘ air bubbl ng Sjys enm \‘/.L.L_L l).LO\/.x.d.L aaded bcu.eguou.ub cucn.'
) 'If th° 1ntaLe cutbacks cnd the bubbllng uyetems do not prov1de suff1c1ent pxo-

: tect1on, we w1ll 1n51st Lhat a screened laooon be bui 1t to prov1d° a zonc of

»safetx;so that.fish will not get close to the intﬂkecﬁ »

e are ,requiring. that Con .Ed .give,us. 24 hours advance notdice during business

“houts before any testiry is started,” Conimissioner Diamond added. "Enforcement

: peieonnel_from the Department of Envirommental Conservation will be on hand during

future'tests:to assure that proper. safeguards are taken." o

, The 1n01dents in Febfuary Fllled more than 160 OOO flSh, malnly vhlte perch

_v-3o-

464 we oo - s -+ FOR, FURTHER TNFORMATION, CALL:.

3/30/72 .. .+ Arthur Woldt (518) 457-5400




