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LATE FILING OF REQUEST .FOR HEARING

Dear Sir/Madam: - - - AT
The issue of compaction of the spent fuel pool at Indian Point #2 :

deserves further public attention than it has received since Consolidated
Edison applied for it in January, 1980. - Several factors support this view:

a)The potential for an accident more severe than a reactor meltdown
should be examined due to the much shorter period needed for boil-off
of sufficient cooling fluid whenh fuel is highly compacted. If the cooling
systems serving the spent fuel pool should break down due to a loss of fuel
- to emergency generators, a p0551b111ty resulting from a meltdown, then the
cooling water would bail off in a few days yielding uncovered rods, some of
which ‘could burst from internal heating and release particles and gases beyond
the capacity of the pool's air handllng filtration systems to contain. An
extended power failure could remain undetected in the aftermath of an evacuation.
The power failure at Three Mile Island and. the later d1ff1cu1ty in securing
entry have provided reason for concern that access and service during an accident
could be sufficiently 1mpa1red to result in a s1gn1f1cant complication at the.
spent fuel: pool. ‘ ,

b)while a doub]ing of spent fuel density has_been examined'in NUREG-0575,
a quadrupling of ‘fuel density (relative to its design'density) -- with its -
attendant reduction of cooling fluid volume, increase in-cooldng load, increase in
- radioactive gas concentration, and reduction in warn1ng time before damage occurs -
to stored fuel -- has not been specifically examined in any report af wh1ch we
are aware. .

)the Indian Point complex is near a major commercial f1sh1ng'ground that
‘could be severely impacted by a fluid leakage from a tightly compacted pool
potent1a11y having a higher concentration of f1ss1on products than usually
exists at such a fac111ty

‘ d)other alternat1ves which. m1ght provide safer opt1ons, such as construct1on
- of new pools or dry storage of fuel, were not examined in Con Edison's application -
‘and should be addressed 1n a hear1ng :

)when fully exam1ned in other countries, compacted storage has been den1ed

| by at least one regu1atory agency (the Federal Republic of Germany: denied permission
at the Gorleben fagility in 1979) and there is a need to a1r such a discussion as-

it app11es to Indian Point #2.
e 2 /5/4

8102060 |45

S o




“Hearing Request - page 2

We understand that a solicitation of public comment on.Con Edison's

application for amendment to it's operating license was published in the

- Federal Register last summer. Even though we monitor the operations at

‘Indian Point as best we can, we failed to spot this Notice, and have since
learned that there was no public response or any request for a hearing at that
time. Cons1der1ng the enormity of the consequences that could occur in connection .
with any serious accident at Indian Point, and the attention now being focused

by the Commission on all matters relating to that site -- in particular, the
recently ordered Licensing Board adjudicatory hearings -- it would be extremely
ill-advised for the Commission to perm1t Con Edison further compaction without
any public hearings on the matter. We believe that it is essential that hearings
be conducted and urge you to institute them in the public interest. Expeditious
hearings should not create any problems since it is our understand1ng that staff
does not expect to rule an this matter for some time.

MWe ask you to waive the f111ng dead11ne in order to cons1der our request
at this time.

ot

. . : i | | /",?'. r/") % ' :
- WA ) ' &U (Vi WQ‘Q Lorluiy ML i
@ Holt o . ‘ : arren Liebold ' _
dew York Public Interest ' Mina Hamilton ' »

'Respéctfu11y submitted,

Research Group, Inc. - ) s Marvin Resnikoff - .
/ﬂgﬁzzf : S - Sierra Club*
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The Citizens' Institute for o o Charles Scheiner . .
a Positive Energy Policy : ' : Westchester People’s Act1on
: ) ’ : Coa]1t1on .
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Greater New York. Counc11 - } ' Lorna Salzman v
on Energy : ‘ : : j ‘ Friends of the Earth,

Atlantic Region

January 19, 1981

* Organization listed for identification only -



