
 
 
     February 4, 2010 
 
 
Mr. Paul Gunter, Director 
Reactor Oversight Project 
Beyond Nuclear 
6930 Carroll Avenue 
Takoma Park, MD 20912-4423 
 
Dear Mr. Gunter:  
 
I am writing on behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in response to your 
letter dated December 31, 2009, regarding the NRC study entitled, “An Analysis of Cancer Risk 
in Populations Living Near Nuclear Power Facilities.”  In your letter, you raised issues 
concerning NRC’s ability to conduct this study in an unbiased manner, and you provided 
recommendations to help ensure public confidence in the study results.  I certainly appreciate 
your comments and they will be considered as the project proceeds.  However, I do believe it is 
appropriate that NRC conduct this study and I am confident that the study will be performed in a 
technically defensible and unbiased manner. 
 
As you know, the U.S. Congress established NRC as an independent government organization 
with a mission to regulate the Nation's civilian use of byproduct, source, and special nuclear 
materials to ensure adequate protection of public health and safety, to promote the common 
defense and security, and to protect the environment.  This study is directly aligned with NRC’s 
mandate.  NRC has a long history of conducting research that supports that mandate by 
providing technically defensible information for regulatory decisionmaking, including the review 
of regulations and oversight programs.  The NRC takes this study very seriously.  
 
Your letter argues that, because the NRC recovers about 90 percent of its budget through fees 
paid by licensees, the NRC has a conflict of interest and therefore cannot credibly assess the 
performance of its own regulations and oversight process.  This is not so.  The Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act of 1990 (OBRA-90), as amended, requires the NRC to recover through fees 
approximately 90 percent of its budget authority in the same fiscal year.  The NRC implements 
this law by assessing and collecting the 10 CFR Parts 170 and 171 fees from licensees.  
However, the fees are not retained by the NRC, but are sent to the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury.  Congress appropriates the NRC’s budget at the beginning of each fiscal year, and 
the fees collected each year reimburse the Treasury for the funds Congress has appropriated to 
the NRC.  Therefore, the fees collected by the NRC do not directly affect the funds available to 
the NRC.   
 
We have noted your comments about the 1990 U.S. National Cancer Institute (NCI) study, 
“Cancer in Populations Living Near Nuclear Power Plants,” and will consider them as we 
proceed with the study.  However, NRC continues to support the 1990 study within the context 
of the information available at that time.  The NCI continues to reference the report and it is 
available on their public Web site at http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/factsheet/Risk/nuclear-
facilities.  We plan to explore advances in geographic information systems to refine the 
geographic unit of the study to a smaller area than the county analysis used in the NCI study, 
but the intent of the NRC study is an ecological study, not the case control or cohort study  you 
suggested in your letter.   
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Finally, NRC—in alignment with President Barack Obama’s “Open Government Initiative”—
strongly supports an open and transparent process for the aforementioned study.  To that end, 
the stakeholder community will have the opportunity to provide comments on the study protocol 
prior to the start of the data collection and analysis.  We feel it is critical to have a technically 
defensible methodology before we begin collecting data.  Public comments, including those in 
your letter, will be considered by the staff and an independent scientific peer-review committee 
as the project proceeds.   
 
Thank you very much for your interest and comments on the study.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
 

Brian W. Sheron, Director 
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P. Gunter     - 2 -  
 
Finally, NRC—in alignment with President Barack Obama’s “Open Government Initiative”—
strongly supports an open and transparent process for the aforementioned study.  To that end, 
the stakeholder community will have the opportunity to provide comments on the study protocol 
prior to the start of the data collection and analysis.  We feel it is critical to have a technically 
defensible methodology before we begin collecting data.  Public comments, including those in 
your letter, will be considered by the staff and an independent scientific peer-review committee 
as the project proceeds.   
 
Thank you very much for your interest and comments on the study.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Brian W. Sheron, Director 
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION: G20100006/ LTR-10-0008/ EDATS:SECY-2010-0020 
RBorchardt, OEDO MVirgilio, OEDO BMallett, OEDO DAsh, OEDO 
NMamish, OEDO MCash, OEDO SBurns, OGC  TRothschild, OGC 
ELeeds, NRR  CMiller,FSME  MWeber, NMSS DSA R/F 
 
ADAMS Accession No.:  ML100150012 
OFFICE RES/DSA/HEB C:RES/DSA/HEB SUNSI Review  Tech Editor D:RES:DSA 
NAME T. Brock   

(SBush-Goddard 
for) 

S. Bush-Goddard S. Bush-Goddard JZabel 
(via email) 

J. Uhle 

DATE 1/14/10 1/14/10 1/14/10 1/15/10 1/18/10 
OFFICE D:RES EDO OGC D:RES  
NAME B. Sheron R. Borchardt 

(MVirgilio for) 
S. Burns 
(NLO via email) 

B. Sheron  

DATE 1/25/10 1/27/10 2/03/10 2/4/10  
                                       OFFICIAL RECORD COPY 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 450
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for compliance with 10CFR1, Appendix A.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


