
F. William Boettcher ~ W - W385 Argyle Road 
w ~Brooklyn, NY 11219,-i, 

n\uar 21' 1'9 76 i 
Mr. William -A. AndersChairman 
Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington D.C. # 20545 U.S.A.  

Dear Chairman Anders, 

Having had the unusual pleasure in my past yea4rs, visiting 
Con. Edison Indian Point #1 after its, completion and operation, seeing #2 
in construction and #3 foundations being poured, as-. a guest of Con, Edison 
customer, I never realized, from observations, a 
guided thru the Control Panel area, as to what form of Emergency Energy was!' 
being provided, for Back-up-cpowi-for safety and securety of circuits.. control 
and Nuclear Unit continuous operation, and what could happen in event o f 
Main Station Output Energy failure of the Steam Driven AlternatorsEqu ent 
or associated devices.  

Reading the NY NEWS story by Bruce Drake in todays iAssue,_ relative.. tb1, 
"Vulnerability" to possible damage of the Diesel Generator s ystem at IhAdi..  
Point, which provides Back-up power to control systems and -Nuclear- units, 
I am amazed, that Electric Storage Pattery Power for -normal anrd emergency A"' 
Back-up energy source, was not included in basic construction, with the 
batteries Float-charged constantly from the Alternatoro"utpu t'power, -.Rectified 
to D.C.for normal plant operation, and with Stand-by Diesel or Gas -Tuirbine.  
Generator equipment included, for Automatic Switch-over.Batte~ry Float-Chiarging 
in the event of Alternator Main Power failure..

When we see, how our U.S.A.Bell and other.Telephone net-work systems, 
were basically designed over the past years, to guarantee its continuous 
operation, 24 hrs per day, 365 days per year, .and using Electric Sfrage 
Batteries energy, in all Telephone Eachanges to energize the switching & 
net-work equipment, with Automatic switch-over from Utlilty Company energy 
battery Float*Charging supply, to Petroleum driven Motor Generator equipment 
for continuous Float Charging batteries in the event of Utility Co energy 
failure, I have no rememberence of any of our Telephone Systems Exchanges 
suffereing operational failure, except where failures were caused-by 
Exchange building internal or external Fire or Explosion problems.  

If our'present day operating and building -Nuclear Energy Generating 
Stations, have omitted the inclusion of Electric Storage Battery positve 
and secure Control Energy supply, with automatic Emergency Switch-over 
Battery Float-Charging Petroleum or Gas driven Generators, to provide 
the required safety and securety in operation, my suggestion is ito modify 
basic construction plans and mandate modification equiipment installat~tions 
in operating stations, compattible to our modern day Telephone Communications 
Net-Works and Exchanges.  

With respect to the other item in the story, with reference to" instru~
ment cables which link plants Control Units Rooms to Generating Units" is 
deffinately a very volnerable hazzard, with those cables- conductors -being 
concentrated thr. ducts or cable racks, all in only one tunnel, with all 
other cable system conductors. Those Safety and securety cables should be 
immediately re- routed thra an isolated safe and secure 2nd tunnel, to 
remove hazzardus potential of Control & Safety circuit interruption, from 
possible in One-Tunnel adjacent cable circuits, to prevent incidents possible 
in that one tunnel.  
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Just some thoughts of mine, for your thoughts & conciderations, re/ Nuclear 

Generating.Stations Operational Safety and securety improvements.  

Cordially, 

P. S.: 
At. 76 plus years and in retirement, I as Pioneer Chief Engineer that built 

first WHNi Broadcast Station in Ridgewusod ,Queens NYC in 1921, and in 1924-1925 
built the # 2 USA WPAP-WQA0 Broadcast Station 100% powered from Electric 
Storage .Battery Energy supply, using 12 volt DC for Transmitter Tube Filament 

Supply and 2000 volts DC, all--from Storage Battery Energy supply, using only 

the Utility Company's energy during-Time-Sharing Off The Air periods, for 
Re-charging the batteries. For the period over several years of Storage 
Battery operation, the station never suffered Broadcast Progam, schedule 
interruptions, and when those batteries had reached their maximum warrantee 
life period, a new Radio Transmitter was purchased, for operation only 
from Utility Energy service, and-then occassional power-outages caused 
Broadcast Programs to be interrupted.
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By BIRUCI 
Washington, Jan. 20 (N 

Regulatory Coitnmissio(n staff 
Consoli&d-edVMMMRbn's Indian 

hsresignied because, he sai.  
of safety standards at the Nt 
shocked his conscience.  

Robert Pollard, the comni's
gioa's project directlor f'or the in
dian Point unit, quit Jan. 13 be
cailso of shiarp disagreement 
with commission decisions on the 
adeuacy of safety precautions 
to protect cont-ol systenis at rnu
clear powerPln.  

As project director, Pollard dl
reoted a staff of~ about 40 per
s~ons who per-formted technical re
'views at. the Indian Point urnit, 
.one of th)r"e nuclear units 
located on the IHudsoil River at 
;Buchanan, about 35 miles north 
of New Yor k Cit ' . W)-.1e an 
attorney for Polard said his 
criticisms of commission policy 
way directed at nuclear plants in 
geiner-al, 1Foliard reportedily m'ade 
several specific charges dealing 
with Indian Point and Indian 
Point 3.  

Under Increasing At tack 
The Indian Point 3 unit is a 

new one, which has just been 
sol d to the New York State 
Power Authority by Con Ed for 
nearly $400 million, under a-deal 
engineeredl two years ago when 
thie utility was In deep financial 
trouble. Thse 9G5-megawatt unit 
was app~rove(] for testing opera
tions by the commission last 
mont-h. Con Fd will operate the 
plant for the power authority 
for the time being.  

In an unlikely' twist, the dis
closure of Pollard's resignation 
was first made public by com
mission officials who admitted 
that they -were trying to head 
off any suggestions that Pol
lard's views were being sup
pressed.  

Noting that the nuclear Indus
try and its regulators have comec 
under increasing attack by 
consumerists and environmiental
l'its, one commission official 
said: "We are constantly accused 
of hiding stuff,. sao we wanted to 
get this ,on top of the table." 

Cowm~nssirm Chaiman William 
A. Anders said he had directed 
two Benior officialS to inVesti-1

-.I I 
iDRAKE 

rcws Bureau) -Alclear 
member assigned to rni'i 
Point 3 Nuclear power plant 
1, the commission's handling 
e w York plant and elsewhere
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gate allegations by Pollard "con
cerning reactor safety and his 
claim thpat individual staff views 
have been disregarded" by top 
agenc officials.  

Pollard's criticisms of safety 
at Indian Point and other plants 
reportedly included: ' i~ 

a The "vulnerability" to peass- -9rdlCleco, fc 
ble damage of the diesel system WASHINGTCN, 0. C. 2O00 
at Indian Point which would pro- Frn Edit Oii 
vide back-up power to control Pg oo Pg 
systems at the nuclear unit if Pg ae Pg 
normal power was knocked out.  
If back-up power was not avail- WAGS.i.W.3TON, D.C.  
able in such an instance, the WALL STRiEET JOURNAL 
reactors' .cooling system could -EASTER FD -N 

O Que.3tiona about the adcqua- j' 
eyOf a-f-1tY fes-tures t~c~n 

fire damage to instrument cable, 537 ,666 
which link the plants' control-
room to the generating unit. (S fk nag U n 
Pollard reportedly cited Irndian US a -acePal 
Point 2 as vulnerable in this re- rThat Enriches UraninM 
gard because its instrumient 
cable's are -concentrated in just ';,WI. ineJoHA fu ?'plc 
one tunnel Pend not two as in WASHINGTON -The Ford adminis
Indian Point -3. A Con Ed tration acknowledged that its proposal 
spokesman said that "intenfdive oalwpiaeIdsr ogtit h 
studies" had shown its firetoalwpiaendsrtogtnoth 
precautions to he "superior." uranium-enrichment business mightn't 

~ Nuk ~it . ,gL through Co~igress.  
Upstat NukePlantAs a result, the 1Energy Rnscar h1 

Shufs After Leakage and Development Admiinistration said, 
O}swego, N.Y., Jan. 20-The tt is asking a rc!.tec!t-cng iering con

Fitzpatrick nuclear electric gen- corns to propose designs for ail expan.
erating station at Nine Mile sion of ERDA's Portsmouth, Ohiio, en
Point has been closed down for richiment plant.  
maintenance and investigation of Last year, 7?rcsidcnt Ford proposed 
a radiation leakage in the plant's legislation to c Ai IRDA's domination of 
turbine roomn. . uraniumn cricI mcnt, which involves en

Donald D. Green, a spokesman- rilting uranium to a grade usedI in nu
for the Niagara Mfohawk Power 
Corp., which operates the plant Itcrp e plants. .The proposai is 

for the State Power Authority pcndint; before Congress's Joint Atomnic 
said the leakage Friday did not I.liieigy Comm"Ilittee.  
harm any of the 200 workers on ERtDA : iid yesterdlay that p)cndt;!ig 
the site that day, and radioac- congitessiunal approval 'of the propos'al, 
tivity disappeared fromn the tur-, it will prou'~ce withi design work on a a 
hine room atmnosphere shortly ' idditioi n he governuient-owned plan,,.  
after the shutdown. The agevnq has also) asked utilities- to 

Green said the plant had been lropo'sc wiiys to providp for the addi.  
SOitedUled1 to close diown this timi's powe'r nreeds.  
week for routine maintenrance and 
construction work.
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Exec. Dir./Oper. M' Gen.Counsel.  

7lCo m g.. Liaison :IE1 'Solicitor', 
EPutlic Affairs ElSecretary 

Incoming: Mr. F. William Boettcher.'" 
From: 385 Argyle Road 

Brooklyn,.NY 11218 
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SSbjet ecna questions concerning Co d's 
Indian Point Nuclear Plant 
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ElChairman 
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ElReturn original of incoming with response 
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ElFor appropriate action SUSPENSE: February 8, 1976 
ElFor information 
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In view of the current discussions regarding 
Indian Point 1, I :believe it would be useful 
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F. William Boettcher 
385 Argyle Road 

Brooklyn, NY 11218
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Personal- --- Mr. William A. Ande,CZU~ 
Atomic Ere rgy Commnission
Washington D.C. # 20545, U.S.A. . . I I


