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Dear Mr. Chairman:

In my letter of August 25, 1972 I advised the

Roard that Unit No. 2 would be ready for criticality during
the week of Scptember 17, on the iwp‘ir" assumption that
pre-critical testing would be satis sfactorily crnplcted,

On August 25, 1972, as part of the pre-critical
esting program, a hydrostatic test of the reactor ccolant
svystem was being conducted. A small leak developed in a
three~guarter inch connection in a branch connection to
the reactor coolant system. Suoqoqv ent inspecticn revealed
some areas in which welds and piping were not in accordance
with specifications. As a matter of prudence, therefore,
Consolidated Edison is inspecting similar connecticns before
resuming the pre-critical testing program. Reguired prelimi-
nary repﬁrtd on these conditions have been made to the Com-
mission's Regulatory Staff

Pending further investigation, Consolidated Edison
cannot say when the plant: will bhe ready for crit ticality. As
soon as a [Firm estimate can be made, the BOuld and the other

parties will be promptly LMLOYWPQ
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This development makes it ina: jvisable to file at
present a motion for a temporary oyeratlng license. Instead,
it is appropriate for us to address ourselves to the schedule
fFor and scope of the continmation of the hesring on the
permancrt lLlicense, taking into account Mr. Macheth's leotter
of Bugust 25 and responding more precisely to the Poard's
letter of August 14. Such a responsc will be sent to the
Board next week.

Very truly yours,

(S Lepl

Attorney for Ponso]LdaLpf/ldlbOQ
Company of New York, Inc.

cc: Mr. R. B. Briggs

pr. Joinn C. Geyer

Myron Karman, Esd.

Anthony %. Roisman, Esd.
Angus Macbkbeth, Esq.

Hon. Louis J. Lefkowitz

J. Bruce Machonald, Esd.
Atomic Safety and Licensing

Board Panel




